
by Laura Douglass
Times Reporter

Moore County continues to
struggle under severe drought
conditions but, according to Den-
nis Brobst, Director of Public
Works, “We [Moore County]
have all the water we need, just
not all the water we may want.”

Brobst was the featured speak-
er at the Seven Lakes Civic
Group’s Annual Meeting, held
on Tuesday, February 19.

Addressing a room packed
with more than 200 concerned
Seven Lakers, Brobst, himself a
resident of Seven Lakes West,
provided a detailed presenta-
tion of past, current, and future
county water projects, with a
particular emphasis on the Seven
Lakes water system.

“We are doing everything we
can to bring water here,” said
Brobst.

Historically, the Seven Lakes
system included seventeen pro-
duction wells and was a stand-
alone system. Radium, iron and
manganese levels, contamina-
tion, and low-yield caused the
majority of these wells to be
closed, leaving only three cur-
rently operational. According to
Brobst, the Seven Lakes sys-
tem is now fed by the Pinehurst
water system and is one hundred
percent dependent on the Mid-
dendorf Aquifer.

With an operating range of
10.14 feet, currently the aquifer
shows a 3.99 foot drop in static
level from March 2007 readings,
equal to approximately thirty-
nine percent of the operational
range.

Brobst reported little relief in
sight for the aquifer with a drought
deficit of 12.76 inches of rainfall
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Locks of Love

Sydnie Kavanaugh, Kealee Morris, and Maddie Burrell all donated locks of their hair to
Locks of Love last week. Locks of Love creates wigs for children who have lost their hair due
to disease or medical treatments like chemotherapy.

Stay up to date!
Register for email news updates

at www.sevenlakestimes.net
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by Laura Douglass
Times Reporter

McLendon Hills resident and
Moore County native, Nick Picer-
no, declared his candidacy for a
seat on the Board of Commis-
sioners, on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 20. Picerno will be running
against fellow Republican Nancy
Roy Fiorillo for the District II
seat, now held by Chairman

Colin McKenzie. District II encom-
passes both the Pinehurst and
West End /Seven Lakes regions.

A Primary Election will be held
on Monday, March 5. Commis-
sioner Tim Lea’s District IV seat
is also up for election.The Board
of Commissioners is a five-mem-
ber board.

“I know the county faces some
very serious issues” said Picer-

no. “I want to find a way to help
them pay for all this stuff without
raising taxes. As a business-
man, I want to put my expertise
to work to find alternatives rather
than look to the easy way which
is to raise property taxes.”

Fiorillo, a resident of Pine-
hurst and Chair of the Moore
County Planning Board, is also
running as a Republican candi-

date for the District II seat. She
serves on the Pinehurst Civic
Group Board of Directors and
Small Area A Steering Commit-
tee, along with Southsider and
Chair Dave Kinney.

“The reason I’m running is
because I plan to live in my
home forever and I want to make
Moore County the best that it can
be,” said Fiorillo.

Explaining that most people
contribute to their communities
in many different ways, she said,
“I feel my skills and abilities
come from my twenty-one years
of work in state and local gov-
ernments. That’s where my tal-
ents lie and that’s how I want to
give back – to serve on the team
and give back to Moore County.”

Picerno, Fiorillo file for McKenzie’s seat

Civic Group
water meeting
packs the house

(See“Water,”p. 42)

(See“Commissioners,”p. 44)



by Betsy Oliver Mikula
Women of 7 Lakes

The Women of Seven Lakes
will hold the Fourth Annual Taste
of the Town at the West Side
Park Community Center on Mon-
day, March 31, from 5:00 pm to
7:00 pm.

This event will feature won-
derful, eclectic foods present-
ed by many of the most popular
dining establishments in the
area, including; Beacon Ridge
Country Club, Coach Light Café
& Wine Bar, Elliott's, Little River
Country Club, Moore Delights
Personal Chef Services, Rhett's
Personal Chef & Catering, Seven

Lakes Country Club, Smithfield's
Barbecue, Table on the Green,
That's A Deli, and Wolcott’s.
Wine, beer, coffee, and dessert
are included in the ticket cost of
$20.00 per person. Proceeds
will benefit First Health Hospice

and Palliative Care.
Tickets sell quickly, so we urge

you to get them as soon as pos-
sible. They will be available at The
Women of Seven Lakes meeting
on March 6.Tickets will also be
sold at the mail houses with

times and days to be announced
at a later date.

Raffle tickets will also be sold
at the meetings and at the event.
Prizes include gift certificates
from Café Iano, Squire’s Pub,
Moe’s Grill, Tripp’s, Pine Crest Inn,
Italian Table, Bonefish, Chili’s,
Beefeaters, Bavarian Brathaus,

Outback, Lone Star, Lula’s, Mac’s
Breakfast Anytime, Nina’s, and
Thai Orchid. More gift certifi-
cates will be available.

If you need more information
about tickets, please call Ginger
Finney at 673-1330 or Sandi
Carl at 673-7711.
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‘Taste of the Town’ tickets on sale March 6!

One of Moore County’s Premier
5-Star Learning Centers

Now Enrolling Infants through After-School
and Enrolling for our Summer Program

www.ecybered.com  • cyberedkids@yahoo.com

––– 910-673-CARE  –––
Seven Lakes Drive • (Formerly A World of Children)

ADVENTURE!
IMAGINATION!

CREATIVITY!

WE MAKE
LEARNING FUN!

ATTENTION PARENTS!

Premier Lake & Equestrian Community

NEW LISTING IN MCLENDON HILLS!
554 Broken Ridge Trail — $560,000.

4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Bathrooms, basement, workshop,
over 3700 sq. ft on 2-acre mini-farm.

Located on Highway 211, just one mile west of Seven Lakes.
(910) 673-4951 or toll free 877-228-3057

www.mclendonhills.com

Part of the Moore County Home Builders

TOUR OF HOMES

Open Fri. Feb. 29, 1–5; Sat. Mar 1, 10-5;

and Sun. Mar. 2, 1-5

STEWART
CONSTRUCTION
& DEVELOPMENT CO.
Our reputation is building!

SCSCSC
MARK STEWART

P.O. Box 716  • 1035 Seven Lakes Drive  •  West End, NC 27376
Telephone 910.673.1929  •  Fax 910.673.1384

www.stewartconstructiondevelopment.com
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Open House
bids Maiers farewell

Ray and Dodie Maier, longtime residents of Seven Lakes, are
moving to Ohio at the end of March.

Please join them on Sunday, February 24, 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm
for an Open House at St. Mary Magdalene Episcopal Church
on Seven Lakes Drive.

Please come and take this opportunity to say so long to Ray
and Dodie. In their almost thirty years in the area, they have made
many, many friends. So, drop by to wish them well on their new
journey in Ohio.

Members of the Seven Lakes
Landowners Association [SLLA]
will have a chance to get a
good look at the ten candi-
dates running for seats on the
Board of Directors Monday
night, February 25, at a Can-
didates' Night hosted by the
Seven Lakes Civic Group.

The event begins at 7:30
pm in the Great Room of the
West Side Park Community

Center. Seven Lakes Times
editor Greg Hankins will mod-
erate the session.

Candidates will answer ques-
tions posed to them ahead of
time by the Civic Group, as
well as questions submitted in
writing by audience members.

This year's election will like-
ly fill a majority of the Board's
seven seats, making the con-
test particularly important.

SLLA Candidates’ Night
is Monday, February 25



by Laura Douglass
Times Reporter

An occasionally heated dis-
cussion of what is considered fair
enforcement of village ordinances
was a primary concern at the
Foxfire Village Council Regular
Meeting held on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 12.

Local business owners Wayne
Stepnoski and Ron Giles, of
Foxfire General Store, recently
received a letter from the vil-
lage planning and zoning office
demanding that a secondary
commercial sign, affixed to their
building and in violation of ordi-
nances, be removed or a steep
fine would be levied.

Arguing that they have posted
similar signs on their property pre-
viously and that there are many
other illegal signs in the village,
Stepnoski and Giles said they
were being targeted unfairly.

“Me and Wayne have shown
our interest and dedication to
the community through the years
serving Foxfire in one business
or another, helping the town and
community in several ways,” said
Giles. “I feel disheartened by
the prejudice that we are feeling
at this moment.”

Village ordinances stipulate
that businesses may erect one
ground sign and one additional
sign on the building.The sign in
question was a temporary pro-
fessionally-made banner secured
to the outside of the store.

Alluding to past leniency of
ordinance enforcement, Step-
noski said, “All violations should
receive a citation. The council
should not just be picking and
choosing.”

Mayor George Erickson and
the Village Council agreed that
ordinances had not been strong-
ly enforced but that the citation
had been issued in response
to a complaint.

Resident Char les Coker
charged, “If one ordinance
applies, then all ordinances
apply.”

Councilman Ed Lauer sug-
gested the council seek a legal
opinion before proceeding with
additional enforcement activi-
ties. Citing previous experience,
Lauer said that once a violation
occurs and is not enforced it’s dif-
ficult to go back at a later time
and impose the ordinance.

Mayor Erickson encouraged
Stepnoski and Giles to request

an appeal through the Board of
Adjustments.

A resident also suggested that
anticipated future village growth
would include more commer-
cial development and that the
ordinances need to reflect rea-

sonable business promotions
and signage allowances.

Finance
Councilman Wally Peckitt

reports the General Fund stands
at $433,000.

“It looks as though we’ll ride
through the year with plenty of
cash, but our objective is to save
as much cash as possible,” said
Peckitt.

Sixty-seven items totaling
$46,000 in as yet unpaid taxes

were reported; with a single tax
payer owing the village $33,000.
No other tax items exceed
$2,000.

Peckitt requested his fellow
council members compile and
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Foxfire Village sign ordinances spark debate

Featured
Homes 125 West Plaza Drive, Seven Lakes, North Carolina

The Property Center

—— RENTALS AVAILABLE!   ——
Long Term, Short Term, furnished, or unfurnished, what-
ever your needs are. Seven Lakes North, South, or West.

Call Jackie Coger, Rental Agent.

MOVE IN CONDITION
135 E. Devonshire – 3BR, 2BR, nearly
new and in mint condition.  Seven Lakes
CC, Large lot with golf course view.
Hardwood floors & many upgrades. 
Call Larry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$299,000

PANORAMIC VIEW
103 Sunset Pt. – Three bedroom, 2.5BA,
all brick lakefront home, Hardwood floors
in the foyer, kitchen & Carolina room.
Tile in the baths & utility room.
Call Phil!  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$650,000

OUTSTANDING LAKE VIEW 
147 Andrews Dr. – 4BR, 3.5BA, new
construction, spacious home with over
4000SF of upscale living areas, 2 decks,
patio, gourmet kitchen & much more. 
Call Judy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$492,900

GOLF FRONT HOME
266 Longleaf Drive – 3BR, 2BA, tiled
patio, lower level workshop, hardwood,
tile & carpet in this like new home with
its many upgrades. 
Call Tom!  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$316,000

LIKE NEW
237 Longleaf Dr. – 3BR, 2BA, move in
ready. All brick split BR, private yard.
Allowance for closet in den/study to acco-
mmodate 3rd BR with acceptable offer. 
Call Tom or Judy  . . . . . . . . . . .$269,900

CHARMING HOME
135 Lancashire Ln. – 3BR, 2BA, one
owner,well maintained house on corner
lot with nice pine trees.  Carolina rooms
& deck offers view of Lake Windemere.
Call Frances!  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$235,000

SPECTACULAR LAKE VIEW
164 Baker Circle – Three bedrooms, 2.5
baths, like new home, fenced in back
yard, quiet street, large lot, large rooms,
large brick patio. A must see. 
Call Angel! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$429,000

BEAUTIFUL VIEW
104 Sunrise Pt. – 4BR, 3.5BA, gorgeous
home with Lake Auman view. Spacious
rooms with a unique guest suite.  Rec. &
Media room on lower level. A must see. 
Call Angel!  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$659,000

910-673-1724 • 1-800-334-7869 • www.propertyctr.com (Search MLS Listings)

Many Prime Building
Lots Available!

GEAT BUY
104 Dogwood Ln. – Three bedroom, two
baths, very pretty home, new hardwood,
freshly painted, looks like new & priced
below replacement cost.  Won’t last long.
Call Norma!  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$169,900

(See“Foxfire,”p. 45)



by Greg Hankins
Times Editor

As might be expected this
close to the Annual Meeting and
the election of new Directors,
the agenda for the Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 12 Work Session of the
Seven Lakes West Landown-
ers Association [SLWLA] Board
of Directors was modest.

Temporary staffing in office
The resignation of the Asso-

ciation's Financial Assistant Holly
Foster has the Board looking
for volunteers to man the office
part time, as well as reducing the
hours during which reservations,
registrations, decals, and bar-
codes can be obtained from the
office.

A part-time replacement with
experience in Quickbooks has
been hired two days per week to
handle the financial end of the
position, Treasurer Kathy Kirst told
the Directors. Other administra-
tive tasks will be handled for
the time being by landowners vol-
unteering their time, President Jim
Haggard reported.

Haggard said he would prefer
not to hire a full time replacement
until the Board has decided
whether to bring on a community
management company to replace
the current staffing strategy. He
noted that the Personnel Com-
mittee had recently interviewed
another such company and
would be reporting on that to
the Board.

"The whole point of this is,
we have to decide whether to
continue with employees or go
with a management company,"
Haggard said. "We can use vol-
unteers until the decision is
made. It is difficult to hire a full-

time person if we're going to go
with a management company."

D i re c to r R ay M a c Kay
expressed skepticism that the vol-
unteer arrangement would work
in May, when the new fiscal year
begins and all landowners must
pay dues and register the boats
and vehicles. "This shoestring
arrangement isn't going to cut it
come May 1," MacKay said.

Mary Ann Fewkes said she
had volunteers lined up to help
with boat registration and Hag-
gard said the registration process
had been streamlined to incor-
porate gates that should ensure
residents have all the paper-
work and documentation they
need before they take up the
time of registrars, be they vol-
unteers or staffers.

Other business
In other business, the Board:

• Heard from Director Ray
MacKay that he and Long
Range Planning Co-Chair Bud
Sales are working on prepar-
ing a document that could be
presented to the Moore coun-
ty Board of Commissioners
in order to get their approval
on a North Carolina Depart-
ment of transportation proj-
ect that would upgrade the
Lakeway Drive railroad cross-
ing, as well as several others
in the area.

• Heard from Director Bill Mamel
that the Architectural Review
Committee is meeting twice
monthly with the builder or
contractor responsible for each
home under construction in
the community. Mamel said
the ARC is also recommend-
ing that the Board establish a
policy that would prohibit blink-

ing lights as a regular feature
of residential lighting, since
blinking lights are often used
as a house identifier by emer-
gency vehicles.

• Heard from Community Man-
ager Tony Robertson that he
has estimated the cost of
repairing gate arms at the
entrance gates to be $120
per incident. "We have been
charging $200 to the person
who breaks a gate arm,"
Robertson said, "and some
people have objected to that."
The Board decided to use the
$120 figure.

• Robertson encouraged the
Board to consider the pur-
chase of one or more Auto-
matic Emergency Defibrilla-
tors. Haggard said they could
be had for a good pr ice
through a program supported
by Moore County. Haggard
said he had contacted the
Lake Auman Sports Club
about a possible donation of
one of the units.

• Mamel said the ARC is rec-
ommending imposing an addi-
tional fee for new home con-
struction when it involves the
use of heavy equipment for
substantial site preparation.
The idea is to help defray the
cost of wear and tear on com-

munity roadways. The Board
will consider imposing the fee
once the language of the pro-
posal has been finalized.

• The Board deferred action on
the replacement or repair of the
SLWLA Security Truck, which
is nearly eleven years old and
need approximately $1,000
in repairs.

• Heard from President Hag-
gard that he had asked Direc-
tor Ed Tuton to head up the
nominating committee for next
year.Tuton will provide names
of proposed committee mem-
bers at the March 4 Work Ses-
sion.

• Received a petition from more
than two dozen residents
objecting to the appearance of
a railing at the mail house
entrance made of pressure
treated lumber. MacKay

explained that the railing would
be painted once the wood
has a chance to season. "The
railing looks better than most
of the building," MacKay said.
The Board deferred action
until it takes up consideration
of refurbishing the mailhouse
as a whole.

• Heard that Charlie Flinchum
and Bill Carl have volunteered
to repair the roof on the radio
house near the water tower,
saving the Association $1,000.

• Discussed whether the Asso-
ciation should charge com-
panies for water that they want
to withdraw from the lake for
use in construction projects —
for example, in the current
retrofitting on Pee Dee Elec-
tric's underground cables.The
Board asked MacKay and
Fewkes to develop a policy.
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West Side Board ponders staffing options

SEVEN LAKES FRIENDLY MART
NC HIGHWAY 211, SEVEN LAKES • 673-1663
LOCAL OWNERS, RANDY & RHONDA MERRITT • friendlymart@embarqmail.com

FREE Microfiber Towel
(with 10 gallon fuel purchase, thru March 30)

Great for windshield or dashboard
Collect all three colors!

INCLUDES FREE NASCAR 2008 Season Schedule!

DID YOU KNOW —

You could be saving 15 cents per gallon
on your gasoline purchases?

COME IN AND LET US SHOW YOU HOW!
Offering a Wide Selection of
Quality Hardwood Flooring

• Installed by Experienced Craftsmen •
• Samples Brought to Your Home •
• All Work & Flooring Guaranteed •

––––  910-639-5609  ––––
dfrye3@nc.rr.com • LICENSE #58227

A Division of Davin Frye Construction, LLC

� DAVIN’S PRE-FINISHED
HARDWOOD FLOORING

The people of West End
United Methodist Church
4015 NC Highway 73, West End, NC 27376
Sunday School 9:45 am Worship 8:30 & 11:00 am

Pastor F. Bruce Allen • Phone: 673-1371
o



by Greg Hankins
Times Editor

In marked contract to the don-
nybrooks that have characterized
many recent meetings of the
Seven Lakes Landowners Asso-
ciation [SLLA] Board of Directors,
the Wednesday, February 13
Work Session was a business-
like proceeding in which Board

members worked through a num-
ber of proposed bylaws and
rules changes, setting them up
for a vote at the February 27
Business Meeting.

Nominations Committee
Directors Donna Stephan and

Ed Nuti have been working on a
revision to Bylaw 6.3, which

describes the make-up and the
composition of the Nominating
Committee.

Stephan has argued that the
Board should approve not only
the Chairman, but the members
of the committee as well — a
suggestion that has the support
of most Board members. Nuti
has resisted that change, as

well as the suggestion that the
Board should approve the list
of nominees submitted by the
committee.

In language he presented dur-
ing the Work Session, Nuti includ-
ed Boad approval of committee
members, but required "unani-
mous" approval.

President Don Truesdell argued
that that was unnecessarily
restrictive and asked Nuti to
remove the clause. Truesdell
also suggested that the revised
bylaw state that "no candidate
should be excluded."

Nuti said he would bring two
versions of the amended bylaw
to the February 27 Business
meeting, where it is scheduled
to be voted on.

Legal Expenses
The Board then turned to con-

sideration of a policy, suggested
by Director Michael Florence,
that would require that Board
members and staff get advance
Board approval before consult-
ing an Attorney.

Community Manager Dalton
Fulcher said he often consults
with the Attorney via telephone
concerning relatively routine
matters — like a landowner who
wants to turn over property to the
Association rather than contin-
uing to pay dues. Requiring
advance approval for such con-
sultations would be unneces-
sarily cumbersome, Fulcher said.

Treasurer Steve Hudson said
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SLLA Board ponders policy, bylaws changes

An Association budget that
cuts operating expenses by
more than $50,000 and antici-
p a te s a d d i n g m o re t h a n
$100,000 to reserves was
passed in a Special Meeting
held after the February 13 Seven
Lakes Landowners Association
[SLLA] Board of Directors Work
Session.

Because the budget includes
no dues increase for the coming
year, no additional approval will
be required from landowners.

The budget projects total oper-
ating expenses of $974,000,
down from the $1,025,000 bud-
geted this year. Capital expens-
es are pegged at $165,000,
which includes, $100,000 for
dam repair and maintenance,
$50,000 for road repaving,
$5,000 for pool maintenance,
and $5,000 for work on the sta-
bles.

Total Assocaition revenues
are budgeted at $1,272,000, up
from $1,228,00 budgeted for
the current year. Ten thousand
dollars of that increase is in
fees; the result of raising the
mailbox rental fee from six dol-
lar to ten dollars.

If revenues and expenses
occur as the budget predicts,
the SLLA will add $138,000 to its
year-end cash balance by the
end of the 2008-2009 Fiscal

Year, bringing the total reserves
to just under $500,000, of which
$262,000 is allocated for road
repaving.

Pool Deck Repair Approved
The Board also approved a

$32,000 contract for repairs to the
pool deck during the February 13
Special Meeting. After some
preparatory work to fill cracks and
repair a problem area around
the diving board, the deck will be
coated with a durable sealant.

Assistant Community Man-
ager Chad Beane, Recreation
Director Laura Douglass, and
some other members of the
Recreation Committee had exam-
ined examples of the coating
earlier in the day.

In addition to sealing the pool
deck, the surface will also be
applied to the walkways in front
of the North Clubhouse and
Landowners Office. The work
is expected to be completed
well in advance of the pool open-
ing in May.

Election Committee
During its January 30 Business

Meeting, the Board had asked
Ray Pardue to head up the Elec-
tion Committee, which will count
the annual meeting ballots.

During the February 27 Spe-
cial Meeting, the other mem-

bers of the committee were
approved.They are:Al Anderson,
Wayne Burris, Don Heysel, and
Ione Katz.

Board approves budget

Tuesday,March 4
5:30 p.m.

Conference Center, RoomsA & B
Moore Regional Hospital

The seminar is free, but space is
limited.Please call (910) 715-1478

or toll-free (800) 213-3284
to reserve your space.

Light refreshments will be served.

www .fir sthealth.o r g
Working Together, First in Quality, First in Health

Join us for a free, interactive seminar:

UNDERSTANDING BACK & NECK PAIN:

CAUSES &TREATMENTS
Dr. Paul Kuzma

Pinehurst Anesthesia Associates
Co-Medical Director

FirstHealth Back & Neck Pain Center

Dr. Kuzma is board certified in anesthesiology and pain medicine. He completed
his undergraduate degree at Union College and his medical degree at Albany
Medical College. He completed his residency in anesthesiology atWalter Reed
Army Medical Center and his Pain Medicine Fellowship at Johns Hopkins University.
Prior to coming to Moore Regional Hospital, he spent four years as director of Pain
Management atWalter Reed Army Medical Center. Dr. Kuzma has been with
Pinehurst Anesthesia Associates and Moore Regional Hospital for eight years.

131-80-8

Seven Lakes Body Shop

910-639-3325 or 910-673-3325
At the End of Grant Street• Seven Lakes Business Village

(Behind Mike’s Tire & Auto)

Free Estimates • Insurance Claims
Lifetime Warranty • Major & Minor Repairs

Ding/Chip Repair • Spray-In Bedliners
Quick Recovery Time

Local Pick Up & DeliveryBLUE RIBBON
CERTIFIED

(See“SLLA,”p. 12)



Long-time manager of First
Bank's Seven Lakes Branch,
Becky Gilmore, is retiring. After
working for the bank for thirty-
six years, thirty of which was
spent as the Branch Manager of
Seven Lakes, Gilmore is looking
forward to spending more time
with her grandchildren and trav-
eling.

To celebrate her last day, First
Bank is inviting friends and fam-
ily to stop by the Seven Lakes
Branch for an open reception
and retirement party, February
29, from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm.
Hors’douvres and refreshments
will be served throughout the
day. Please mark your calen-
dars!

Since opening the Seven
Lakes office in September 1978,
Becky has become a familiar,
smiling face to residents of Seven
Lakes and surrounding com-
munities. As the first female
President of the local Kiwanis
Club and an active Sunday
school teacher at the Robbins
First Baptist Church, residents
have always known her as some-
one they could rely on.

"It has truly been an experience
watching the Moore county area
grow and change for the past
three decades," commented
Gilmore. "I remember when we
first opened, we would make
trips to neighborhoods and open
accounts on the hood of my car.
The community has been so
great in supporting the branch.
It has been a pleasure to assist
people in making their dreams
come true."

Chris Brady, who was initially
hired by Becky in 1989, will
resume the role as Branch Man-
ager at this office. After serving
this community for eighteen
years, most recently as Branch

Manager at First Bank’s Pinehurst
South office, Brady’s co-workers
have confidence that the tran-
sition will be seamless.

"Becky is the shining example
of a first-class employee for any
company," said Roger Gentry,
First Bank Regional Executive.
"While we're saddened to lose a
professional like her, we're lucky
to have Chris replace her. Becky
and Chris have been working
with each other for the past
eighteen years and they are
very familiar with each other's
style. Seven Lakes is in the best

hands possible under Chris'
leadership."

"I'm looking forward to retire-
ment as an opportunity to get
back in touch with the things I
enjoy doing," adds Gilmore. "Both
of my daughters work for near-
by schools and helping out with
our local education system is
very important to me. Our Team
Kids program at church, which I'm
heavily involved in, is really start-
ing to get going. My husband
of forty years wants me to take
up golfing...but I'm not sure I'll
have the time to even do that!"
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7 Lakes’ First Banker,
Becky Gilmore, will retire
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LAKE AUMAN LAKE FRONT! Spectacular views from this multilevel
home on a prime point lot. High quality construction. Call for appoint-
ment. 121 Callis Circle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $725,000

SEVEN LAKES WEST.Now is the time to buy new construction! Smart
buyers will check this one out and compare. Approximately $130 per sq.
ft.! 103 Clay Circle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $325,000

SEQUOIA LAKE VIEW AND DOGWOOD LAKE FRONT IN SEVEN
LAKES NORTH. Owner is now including adjoining Lake Front lot in
price! One acre private yard —  steps from beach.  
118 Primrose Circle. . . . . . . . Call Today to See Today! . . . $229,000

SEVEN LAKES SOUTH GOLF VIEW NEW CONSTRUCTION! 4 bedroom
or 3 bedroom with den. Many upgrades. Chose your colors now. Gor-
geous lot & location location location!150 Winsford Circle. . . $269,000

PREMIER HOMESITES

NNEEWWLLYY RREEDDUUCCEEDD!!

We invite you to come worship with us

SSAINTAINT MMARYARY MMAGDALENEAGDALENE
EEPISCOPALPISCOPAL CCHURCHHURCH

1145 Seven Lakes Drive  •  Seven Lakes, NC
673-3838

Every Sunday at 9:30 am

Offering spiritual nourishment and the fellowship
of a loving, caring church family.
Facility is available for local group meetings.

Call 673-3838 for information.

Becky Gilmore

Harry sez:

BIG DOGS
Walk softly —
and leave no

trace!



During the course of the recent
discussions about the budget
and the dam remediation, there
have been questions raised, as
recently as candidate’s night,
about the Long Range Planning
Committee and its function.

The Long Range Planning
[LRP] Committee is a standing
committee of the Seven Lakes
West Landowners Association
and was formed many years
ago and presided over by Joe
Fellingham until about four years
ago. It was formed to fulfill three
basic functions; continuity, vision,
and financial planning. There
are currently nine members on
the committee of varying inter-
ests, expertise, locale, and com-
munity longevity.The members
are Bill Schmidt, Kathy Kirst,
John Oravetz, Gus Danielson,
Gerhard Hergenhahn, Joel Mar-
tin, Jeremy Rust, Roger Brooke,
and myself.Also the president of
SLWLA Board, currently Jim
Haggard, serves as an ex-officio
committee member.

Continuity:The By-laws provide
that the Board of Directors elect
one-third of its members every
year.Thus, over a period of three
years the board may complete-
ly change leaving no one with any
history for what has gone on
before or what areas are being
looked at for the future. LRP
bridges this gap and, while it
has no decision making charge,
it provides a view of what pre-
vious boards have accomplished
and how that continues forward
to meet the future needs of the
community.

Vision: Our community is made
up of over 1,600 members –
residents and lot owners alike.
Therefore, it is safe to assume
that there are many, many visions

of what Seven Lakes West
should look like and how it should
function in the future. Part of
the function of the LRP is to col-
lect ideas from community mem-
bers and examine, evaluate,
make cost analyses, pri-
oritize, and make rec-
ommendations
to the board
about those
feasible poten-
tial future proj-
ects which will
s h a p e o u r
community in
the years to
come.

The basic formula for “strate-
gic planning” is 1. Where are we
today?; 2. Where do we want to
be in the future? and 3. How
are we going to get there? It is
our job to work toward providing
these answers.

Over the years many projects
designed to meet the needs and
desired improvement of the com-
munity have been considered
by the committee. Many have
been discarded as either not
feasible, inappropriate, or with-
out a positive cost /benefit ratio.

Other ideas, after careful study,
involve beginning the long
process of planning, approval,
funding, bidding, constructing,
and completion as evidenced
by our Seven Lakes West Side
Park and Community Center.
Sometime this process can take
several years.

Currently, there are around
two dozen projects on our list
which are being studied and pri-
oritized prior to making any rec-
ommendation to the board.
Some will move forward, some
will not.

Long Range Financial Plan-

ning: Finally, once projects have
been identified and approved
by the Board, provisions must be
made to pay for these improve-
ments. We have developed a
financial spreadsheet which cov-

ers the past year, the current
year, and projects seven or more
years into the future. It can be
extended farther into the future
fairly easily by expanding the
formulas. Its primary function is
to examine current costs, make
reasonable assumptions about

the future [community growth,
interest rates, inflation, and
expanding costs] and examine
the effect of various “what-if”
questions to insure that, once a
future need is identified and
approved, there is enough money
in our future reserves to pay for
it or a means of financing has
been identified.

An obvious example of this
is the need for repaving Lon-
gleaf at some point in the future.
Based on today’s costs we can
make projections of future costs
to determine how much we have
to put away to insure that we
won’t be unable to meet this
need financially when the time
comes. Unfunded or deferred
maintenance has been the down-
fall of many communities.

Our committee currently does
not hold open meetings and
there is a very good reason for

this. As explained above, we
evaluate a lot of “blue sky” ideas.
There would be little point, and
lots of downside, to exposing
these to the membership before
we had even determined the
feasibility of the idea.

Six or seven years ago an
idea was suggested to use the
ponds between Lakeway or
along Longleaf to raise minnows
to provide forage for our game
fish so that we wouldn’t have to
buy baitfish. Before it was even
studied, someone mentioned it
at a general meeting and a com-
ment was made about having to
eliminate the turtles before it
could be done. “Board to kill
turtles,” the rumor mill raged.
The idea, although potentially
feasible, was immediately
dropped.

The point is that there is little
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Westside Long Range Planning explained

To see all we have to offer join us for refreshments at the Seven Lakes Country 
Club, Thursday, February 28th. Seating is limited. Call 800.961.4889 to RSVP.

144 MacDougall St.
Seven Lakes, NC
673-2277

Phil & Kathy Cook, Owners ASE Blue Seal Facility

Oil Change Brakes AC Repairs
Window Motors Tires Wheel Alignment
Transmission Service Emissions Testing

Batteries/Alternators/Starters

Help your car drive the way it was meant to drive!

www.carolinacarcare.com

Phil Cook: Recertified a Master Technician for 15 Years in a Row!
Member of the Seven Lakes - West End Area Business Guild

West Side Stories
Bud Sales &

Roger Brooke
Long-Range

Planning

(See“LRP”p. 8)
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Ages 2–5 Preschool Fun Phonics, Reading,
& Pre-K Classes Math, Handwriting

Mon–Fri, 8am–Noon Crafts, Bible & More!

4139 Hwy 211 Near Dollar General667733--66778899

New
2-Yr

Old Class
!

New range taking shape

by Rollin Tomberlin, SL Country Club
Seven Lakes Country Club is pleased to report their new prac-

tice range is nearing completion. The installation of the irriga-
tion system on the range along with the protective netting
around the perimeter was accomplished during December.
Since then, favorable weather has permitted the finished grad-
ing of the range field and final shaping of the teeing areas.

To accomplish strong erosion control the tees have had sod
installed, while the range areas have been seeded with fast emerg-
ing rye grasses. Later, after the growing season arrives in late
Spring, the range portion will be sprigged with Bermuda grass
to facilitate a more deep-rooted permanent grass system.

Although much work remains to be done – including cart
paths and cart parking area construction, upon completion the
Country Club anticipates that the new driving range will provide
a safe area for practice as well as an attractive addition to the
South Side.

Here’s another good recipe I
found after the cookbook came
out. There are some half-pages
in the Project Linus cookbook that
you may attach other recipes
to.

If any of you missed it, and
would like one, Bookshop by
the Lakes has some.

Whole Roasted Cauliflower

Ingredients
Half a sweet onion
4 or 5 cloves garlic
1 medium head cauliflower
4 Tablespoons olive oil
salt and pepper to taste
2 Tablespoons Parmesan

Cheese (or more)

Pre h e a t ove n to 4 0 0
degrees. Place 2 large sheets of
aluminum foil on counter,cross-
ing each other. Chop or slice
onion, and place onion and gar-
lic in center of foil, then a whole
head of cauliflower on top. Pour
olive oil over it. Sprinkle with salt
and pepper.

Wrap foil around vegetables,
sealing completely.

P lace packet in bak ing
pan. Place pan in oven and
roast for 1 hour, or until tender
when pierced with sharp knife.
Pour all vegetables in serving
dish, breaking up cauliflower.

Toss to combine. Sprinkle with
cheese.

Whole roasted cauliflower

from Lucy’s
Kitchen

Lucy Ingram
Seven Lakes South

Quilters and needle or fabric
artists are wanted to fill the walls
of The Gallery at Seven Lakes,
in the St. Mary Magdalene build-
ing. Small quilts and needle art
need hanging support with screw
eyes. Framed needle art also
requires screw eyes, and large
quilts will be unfolded during
gallery hours.

Art works will be received on
Thursday, February 28, from
3:00 pm to 5:00 pm, or at other
times by special arrangement.

The Grand Opening is Sat-
urday and Sunday, March 1 and
2, from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm. All
are welcome to attend. The
Gallery is also open on Wednes-

days and Thursdays from 1:00
pm to 4:00 pm, and is located on
Seven Lakes Drive at St. Mary
Magdalene Episcopal Church.

The Quilt and Needle Art Show
will continue until Thursday,
March 13. Fine art will be featured

at the March 19 opening of the
"Grande e Piccolo" show. All
mediums are welcome.

For more information, call
Carol Burgess at 673 0356 or
Helen Pardue at 673-6347.

Show off your stitches!

Bensalem Presbyterian Church
2891 Bensalem Church Road

Eagle Springs, NC 27242
Please Join us on Sundays!

9:30 Fellowship/Breakfast
10:00 Sunday School, 11:00 Worship Service

Nursery & Children’s Church Available
From Hwy 211 in Eagle Springs, turn onto
Hwy 705 then left onto Bensalem Church Road Call 673-1596

value to a public discussion of
ideas before facts are gathered.
It will either serve to stifle new
thought or force potentially viable
projects from consideration
before they can be properly
evaluated. Not all ideas are
great but each idea deserves a
fair appraisal of its broad appeal
to the community.

The Long Range Planning
Committee welcomes your ideas,
your concerns, and your hopes
for a better community. Any
communication or submissions
should be addressed to the LRP
Committee and delivered to the
SLWLA office.

(Continued from page 7)

LRP

FFaannccyy  aa  DDoouubbllee  WWeeddddiinngg  RRiinngg??
GGrreeaatt  QQuuiillttiinngg  BBooookkss  aatt  BBooookksshhoopp  bbyy  tthhee  LLaakkeess



by Greg Hankins
Times Editor

The Moore County Board of
Commissioner said yes to two
funding requests that will get
the ball rolling on a new middle
school and a new elementary
school during their February 18
regular meeting.

Moore County Schools [MCS]
asked for $1.1 million toward the
cost of a new middle school,
which will be located near Vass,
and also asked commissioners
to approve the purchase of a
49 acre site for the school at a
cost of $433,000. MCS Super-
intendent Susan Purser asked for
$700,000 toward the new ele-

mentary school, which will be
located in the area served by
Pinecrest High School.

The funds the Commissioners
released for these projects are
actually state funds — proceeds
from the corporate tax — allo-
cated on a county-by-county
basis for use in building schools.
County Finance Director Lisa
Hughes told Commissioners that
the funds could only be used
for that purpose. After the meet-
ing, Hughes said that the coun-
ty has approximately $1.88 mil-
lion of these funds available.

The Board of Commissioners
approved the MCS requested
unanimously.

Public works projects
Meeting as the Board of the

East Moore Water District, the
Commissioners approved a con-
tract with CSX Incorporated —
the railroad — for an easement
that will alllow the county to run
a water line under CSX tracks
near Lobelia. 

Public Works Director Dennis
Brobst told Commissioners that
the pipeline in "the last piece
of the puzzle to get one million
gallons per day from the East
Moore Water District" to feed
into the Pinehurst/Seven Lakes
system.

In a related action, the Com-
missioners accepted an ease-

ment from Little River Farms at
no cost to the County that will pro-
vide a site for the location of
booster pumps to deliver water
from the East Moore Water Dis-
trict to the Pinehurst/Seven Lakes
system.

The Commissioners award-
ed Hydrostructures, P.A., a
$100,250 contract for engineering
consulting services for Phase
3 of the Lake Pinehurst Sewer
Rehabilitation project, which
includes 18,500 linear feet of
gravity sewer mains along Lake
Pinehurst. The total cost of the
project is estimated to be $1.2 mil-
lion.

Other Business
In other business the Com-

missioners:
• Approved the rezoning of

the adjoining parcels totaling
0.67 acres on Juniper Lake Road
from RA-20 to B-2.

• Approved the naming of
twenty-seven new roads in the
Dormie Club subdivision off NC
Highway 73 and the Peacock
Farms subdivision off Youngs
Road

• Adopted Rules of Proce-
dure for the Board of Commis-
sioners meetings that were devel-
oped by County Attorney Misty
Randall Leland.
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County approves funds for new schools

910-673-1699 or 800-994-6635
www.SandySellsTheSandhills.com 

E-mail: sandys@ac.net Sandy Stewart
Broker, GRI, ABR

“Call an Agent You can Trust . . .
Call SANDY!”Call SANDY!”

GOLF FRONT BEAUTY looks better than new!  Spacious split br
plan w/no wasted space!  Mstr suite w/2 walk-in closets, double van-
ity, jacuzzi & sep. shower. Lg. kitchen w/ample cabinets, pantry opens
to den/study w/sliders to scr. porch overlooking gorgeous golf front
views. Mature (low maint.) landscape w/irrigation & conc. curbing.
Side entr. garage w/shelving & overhead storage. A must see!!
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$249,000

NEW CONSTRUCTION IN 7 LAKES
NORTH ACROSS FROM LAKE SE-
QUOIA!  Functional 3BR/2BA split plan
on quiet cul-de-sac near lake. Vaulted clg in
spacious Family Rm (16x18) w/hardwood
floors and sliding glass door to deck. Walk-
in closets in BRs; garden tub & sep. shower
in Mstr. BA. Ready end of Sept.  $189,900

LOVELY, LIKE-NEW 2 STORY ON
CORNER LOT!With 5 BR’s & 3.5 baths,
this westside home offers quality through-
out. Oversized rooms include:  large eat-in
kitchen, LR, DR, main level Master suite.
Relax on front porch or rear deck that over-
looks swimming pool. Beautifully land-
scaped, great location & price! . .  $369,000

104 Bexley Ct  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$31,000
Cul-de-sac, good building lot

104 Brown Ct  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$35,000
Interior, West side

174 Cardinal Dr  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$35,000
Rare North Side Waterfront 

207 Longleaf Dr  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$48,000
Excellent building lot, West Side

120 Pittman Rd (Lot 3158 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$285,000
Waterfront, Lake Auman

NEW CHAMPIONS RIDGE DEVELOPMENT 34 home-sites nestled
between the 13th & 14th holes of Mid-South.  5 unique designs to choose
from w/ square footage ranging from 2200 to 2700.  Award winning
builder ensuring quality features throughout.  Exterior & Lawn Mainte-
nance provided.  Prices start at $350,000.  Call office for plans & specs.

Great Seven Lakes Lots

IMMACULATE!

Sandhill Realty
1035 Seven Lakes Drive • West End, NC • 910-673-1699 • 1-800-994-6635



Lois “Sunny” Fritz, 86, of
Mechanicsburg, PA, formerly of
Seven Lakes, died Thursday,
February 7, at Bethany Village. 

Mrs. Fritz was born in War-
ren, PA, the daughter of the late
Earl Sundell and Mary Hesch
Sundell. She met her husband,
Richard M. “Dick” Fritz, while
both were serving as U.S. Army
officers during World War II. They
lived mostly in the Rochester
and Buffalo, NY, areas before
retiring to Seven Lakes in 1993. 

She was a member of The
Chapel in the Pines. The Fritz’s
moved to Mechanicsburg, PA in
2006. 

She was preceded in death by
two brothers, Earl Jr., and George
Sundell. 

Survivors include her hus-
band, Dick; four children, Kathy
Bogdan, of Mechanicsburg,
Maryanne Busch, of Ludington,
MI, Rick Fritz, of Petersburg,
AR, and David Fritz, of War-
wick, RI; eleven grandchildren;
one great-grandchild; and two sis-
ters, Anne McKown, and Betty
Swanson. 

A memorial service was held
Wednesday, February 13, at
Ma lpezz i  Funera l  Home,
Mechanicsburg, PA. Burial will be
held in Arlington National Ceme-
tery at a future date. 

Memorials may be sent to the
Bethany Village Care Assurance
Fund,  325 Wes ley  Dr ive,
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055. 

Kathleen Ryan Kelly Stubbs,
82, of Seven Lakes North, died
Monday, February 11, at her
residence, following a battle with
cancer. 

She was preceded in death by
her first husband, William P. Kelly. 

Mrs. Stubbs is survived by her
husband, Donald Stubbs; a
daughter, Maureen K. Polonus,
of North Augusta, SC; a son,
Peter Kelly, of New Bern; and
three grandchildren. 

A funeral service will be held
at 10:30 am on Saturday, March
1, at The Chapel of the Pines in
Seven Lakes, with Mrs. Stubbs’
nephew, the Rev. John Durbin,
officiating. Interment will follow in
the Chapel Memorial Gardens. 

A visitation will be held after the
service at Seven Lakes Country
Club. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials
may be sent to FirstHealth Hos-
pice, 5 Aviemore Drive, Pine-

hurst, NC 28374. 
Boles Funeral Home of South-

ern Pines is assisting the fami-
ly. 

Anthony "Marc" Thomas
Marcantonio, 75, died Wednes-
day, February 13, at FirstHealth
Moore Regional Hospital. 

Mr. Marcantonio was born in
Brooklyn, NY, the son of the late
Severino and Mary Dinardo Mar-
cantonio. He was employed in the
marketing department with Inter-
national Currency and Gold
Company for many years, and
was a veteran of the Korean
War, serving in the U.S. Army. He
also attended Pace University. 

He was preceded in death by
his wife, Eileen Keough Mar-
cantonio. 

He is survived by a son, Robert
Marcantonio, of West End; two
daughters, Mary Marcantonio,
of Raleigh, and Kathy De Pietri,
of Sussex County, NJ; a broth-
er, William Marcantonio, of
Apache Junction, AZ; and one
sister, Lucil le Sweeten, of
Advance; and three grandchil-
dren.

A memorial service will be
held at a later date. 

Boles Funeral Home of Seven
Lakes is assisting the family.

Henry “Hank” C. Williams,
83,  of  Seven Lakes,  d ied
Wednesday, February 13, at
FirstHealth Moore Regional Hos-
pital. 

Mr. Williams was born in West
Orange, NJ, son of the late Fred
and Anna Williams. He was a
U.S. Navy veteran of World War
II and later retired as a firefight-
er for the West Orange Fire
Department. He was also owner
of Kartko Service Inc. 

Mr. Williams and his wife, Dor-
ris, have resided in Seven Lakes
for the past fourteen years and
have been members of the
Seven Lakes Country Club.

He is preceded in death by a
brother, Fred Williams. 

Surviviors include his wife,
Dorris Williams; four children,
Thomas F. Williams, of Lake-
land, FL, Judith A. Williams, of
Hilton Head, SC, Carol D. Terreri,
of Succasunna, NJ, and Dorris
M. Ridolfo, of Brick, NJ; and six
grandchildren. 

A Mass of Resurrection was
held Saturday, February 16, at
Our Lady of the Americas

Catholic Church in Candor. The
Rev. Sanchez officiated. 

Memorials may be sent to the
American Diabetes Association,
434 Fayetteville Street Mall,
Raleigh, NC 27611. 

Boles Funeral Home of Seven
Lakes served the family.

Daniel Allen Talley Sr., of
Eagle Springs, formerly of High
Point, died Sunday, February
17. 

Prior to his retirement, Mr. Tal-
ley worked at Thayer Coggins as
an upholsterer for over thirty
years, and also ran Dan’s Uphol-
stery. He enjoyed being out-
doors, and spent many week-
ends on North Carolina lakes,
especially on his favorites, Buggs
Island and Badin Lake.

He was preceded in death by
a granddaughter, Taylor Elizabeth
Idol. 

Mr. Talley is survived by four

children, David Talley, Daniel
Talley Jr., Joseph Talley, and S.
Joan Talley; his grandchildren,
great-grandchildren.

A memorial service will be
held Saturday, February 23, at
Eagle Springs Baptist Church. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials
may be sent to the Cameron
Boys Camp School, c/o Baptist
Children's Homes of NC, P.O.
Box 338, Thomasville, NC,
27361-0338.
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In memory of . . .

Total Home



The old saying that “weather
is discussed by everyone but
little can be done about it,” is a
fact but let’s be optimistic and
hope moisture conditions will
improve. 

According to the weather
reports, we are in severe drought
conditions here in the Sandhills
and statistics indicate here in
our area we are nine to ten inch-
es below normal rainfall levels.
Some meteorologists and other
weather forecasters predict a
dry season again this year. Water-
ing restrictions are still in effect
for watering plants from irrigation,

hose watering of plants or other
mechanical sources; therefore,
it is important that we conserve
water for household uses only. 

Some water use savings prac-
tices I have heard; wash dishes
only when the dishwasher is
full, use leftover water washing
vegetables to water houseplants,
catch rainwater from the house
roof downspouts for plant water-
ing purposes, and catch water
from the air conditioning sys-
tem to apply to plants. Don’t over
water – be sure to water plants
only as needed. Mulch all plants
two to three inches to conserve

moisture, use a well-decom-
posed organic source such as a
compost pile, well-aged pine
straw, or hardwood leaf accu-
mulations.

February is always the month
for cleaning the home and sur-
rounding after the trash leftover
from the holidays and Winter.

Reminders for February:
It’s time for a second appli-

cation of fertilizer on your Fes-
cue lawn. In the absence of a soil
test, as a general recommen-
dation, broadcast apply five
pounds premium slow-release 10-

10-10, 16-4-8, or another lawn
special analysis per 1,000 square
feet. A Winter fertilizer weed-
killer [weed and feed] lawn com-
bination product, if used properly,
will give satisfactory results for

both practices.
Go ahead and plant any left-

over Spring flowering bulbs as
soon as possible. Shallow plant-
ing is recommended two to three
inches in a protected barrier
from voles, is deep enough.
Bulbs planted now will bloom
later in the Spring providing we
get enough rainfall.

Check your garden tools and
implements. Clean and sharpen
them, and get them ready for
use. Service your lawn mower,
tiller, or other power tools, and
make the necessary repairs.

Inspect your houseplants for
pests and if treatment is nec-
essary, take them outside on a
warm day and spray with a rec-
ommended control pesticide.

Also fertilize with a liquid plant
food.

Vegetable plantings for Feb-
ruary are asparagus crowns,
edible pod and garden peas,
turnips, carrots, lettuce, radish,

rutabagas,
s p i n a c h
seeds, cab-
bage plants,
a n d  I r i s h
potato seed
c u t t i n g s .
Again, let’s
hope we will
get enough

rainfall and water supply to have
successful landscape gardens.

Here is some information I
recently received which should
be of interest:

The National Aeronautics and
Space Administration [NASA]
found by placing two to three
plants in an average-sized room
can remove up to eighty-seven
percent of air pollutants, accord-
ing to Rebecca Kolls with the
National Gardening Association.

Kolls recommended these
plants for improving air quality in
the home; Areca palm, Australian
sword fern, Boston fern, dwarf-
date palm, English ivy, Janet
Craig dracaena, peace lily, reed
palm, rubber plant, weeping fig.
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Spring’s around the corner; time to garden!

Gardening in
the Sandhills

Jim Caudill

by Norm Dyson
Beacon Ridge CC

A year ago we starting work-
ing on Reminisce Deux, a din-
ner dance entertainment night.
The culmination of our efforts was
presented this past Valentine’s
Day at the Beacon Ridge Coun-
try Club.

Local talent stepped forward
to make the entertainment inter-
missions both professional and
personal. The applause and
laughter the performers received
was heart-warming [a play on
words] and sincere. 

The comedians; Mike Fore-
man, Charlie Merical, Carole
Skau, Bob MacGregor, and
Susie Schlepper rang the bell
with humorous anecdotes and
snappy one-liners.

The dancers; Jim and Kay
Haggard, Lionel and Clair Kuhn,
Angie Huber and Lois Owen,
Andy and Carol Mark, Paul Sow-
ell and Candy Alderman, tripped

the light fantastic. They demon-
strated the waltz, tango, synco-
pating dance, cha cha, and mir-
ror shag dance. The words
describing them would be; fluid
and smooth, hot and sensuous,
synchronous and rhythmic, quick
and lively, and intricate and
tricky.

The singers; Ron Sickenberger,
and Neil MacDonald, brought
back pleasant memories with
their interpretations of some of
the old standards. Their renditions
coupled with the candlelit
ambiance provided just the right
romantic atmosphere.

Last but not least was the
backup gang; Bill Huber with
his vast musical library helped us
in selecting forty dance tunes,
from over 700 possibilities.

Betsy Oliver Mikula designed
the program cover and typed
the program, making copies for
one and all. 

Jim Owen made arrangements

for Beacon Ridge to perma-
nently expand the dance floor.

Jay Mikula, Dee Dick, and
Fran Fellingham stapled, made
bows, and put the programs
together.

Glenn Davis provided the
audio experience as well as
bringing the evening to a close
singing, “My Funny Valentine.”

If we missed anyone, chalk
it up to senility. Without the group
effort, it couldn’t have been done.

Thanks for the memories.

Romance was in the air

CCutler utler TTrreeee
fine pruning of trees & ornamentals

tree and stump removal
plant site consulting & tree loss evaluation

692-7769
Geoff Cutler
Certified Arborist Fully Insured

Seven Lakes Country Club invites
the whole community to join us for our new

“Friday Night is Family Night” Menu
––––– Beginning Friday, March 7 –––––

For Reservations, call
(910) 673-1100

www.sevenlakescountryclub.com

–––––––– Also join us for  ––––––––
LUNCH DINNER BRUNCH

Monday - Saturday Wednesday & Friday Every Third Sunday
11:30 am – 3:00 pm 5:00 pm – 7:30 pm Easter, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day

GREAT NEW SELECTIONS — 
plus a Separate Children’s Menu

TThhiinnkkiinngg  aabboouutt  XXeerriissccaappiinngg??
GGrreeaatt    GGaarrddeenniinngg  BBooookkss  aatt  BBooookksshhoopp  bbyy  tthhee  LLaakkeess



he felt the more restrictive
approval process should be trig-
gered only when legal expens-
es were threatening to exceed
budgeted levels.

"I like the idea that there is a
heads-up on over  budget
expense, Director Laura Dou-
glass said. "Whenever we are
over budget on any line item
there should be a notification to
the Board."

Florence and Nuti agreed to
work out language for the new
policy that reflected Board mem-
ber concerns and have a draft
ready for a vote during the Feb-
ruary 27 Business Meeting.

Expense Reimbursement
The Board then turned to a

second policy proposed by Flo-
rence, which would require
advance Board approval for most
expenses for which a Director
expects to seek reimbursement
from the Association.

Treasurer Hudson said he had
spoken with the SLLA's auditing
firm Dixon-Hughes and found
that they have placed an outright
ban on business lunches or din-
ners.

President Truesdell said he felt
the Association should reim-
burse Directors for items like
paper, ink cartridges, file folders,
and binders purchased for Board
business.

"I think a Director should be
reimbursed for any expense out
of pocket, as long as he pro-
vides receipts," Truesdell said. "It
is unreasonable to expect that a
director pay out of his pocket
for expenses he incurs doing
Board business."

Florence said that "doing vol-
unteer work, sometimes, you
just spend money." Stephan said
she uses such expenses as a tax
deduction.

Florence was charged with
redrafting the policy so that it
will be ready for a vote on Feb-
ruary 27.

Rules of conduct
Director Nuti once again asked

that Directors work with him to
draft rules of conduct that could
be put into place before the next
Board takes office after the Annu-
al Meeting.

"We need something to gov-
ern ourselves. We need to get
something in place for new Board
coming on," Nuti said. 

He asked other Board mem-
bers to submit suggestions to him
prior to the upcoming business
meeting, when he plans to pres-
ent a draft to be voted on.

Drainage Policy
Director Stephan asked that the

Board consider abandoning a
drainage policy that dates back
to the early 1990s. Passed by the
SLLA Board during a time when
repaving was underway and
curbing was being installed, the
policy says the Association will
pay to correct drainage prob-
lems on private property when
they are created by Association
changes to paving and curbing.

Discussion of the policy has
come to the fore because the
SLLA maintenance crew had
recently installed a storm drain
on an undeveloped lot on Devon-
shire Avenue in Seven Lakes
South.

"North Carolina is a caveat
emptor state," Stephan argued,
suggesting that the price of res-
idential lots reflect existing
drainage problems — and it
should not be the responsibility
of the Association to correct the
problems and increase the value
of the lots. Stephan said con-
tinuing the policy could ultimately
result in substantial expense for
the Association.

Though Stephan said she
expected resistance to the
change from Community Man-
agement, Dalton Fulcher said
abandoning the policy would
create no headaches for the
office staff. "That works great
for us, we'll just say, 'The Board
said we don't do it.' It would cut
down on the cost. Did the Asso-
ciation, by putting curbs in, dam-
age some properties? Yes. Do we
want to walk away from it? Okay."

"We are spending our money
to improve private property,"
Treasurer Hudson said. "Some
of these lots were bought as
deals. They're looking for the
Landowners to pay to fix up their
lots for them. The policy should
be done away with altogether."

"I agree we should remove
the regulation," President Don
Truesdell said.

That removal was placed on
the agenda for the February 27
Business meeting.

Ad-Hoc Committee
Stephan also proposed estab-

lishing an ad hoc committee that

would research and rewrite job
descriptions for members of the
SLLA staff.

"Having looked through the
bylaws and the policies and pro-
cedures, I see that we have job
descriptions," Stephan said. "I feel
they are not sufficient. I would like
to know exactly what some of
these people are supposed to do,
who supervises them, and who
they supervise. I would like to
have people sign up for a com-
mittee to research job descrip-
tions."

Directors Randy Zielsdorf and
Michael Florence volunteered
to serve on the committee, as did
Director Ed Nuti, who noted his
professional background in
human resources management. 

Employee bonuses
Treasurer Hudson brought up

the subject of employee bonus-
es, which are budgeted at 1.5 per-
cent of each person's salary.
"Most businesses have shut
down giving this kind of money,"
Hudson said. "I think the Board
should revisit this, and it should
be under the Board's direction."

Fulcher explained that the
bonus, as currently confugured,
is "the old Christmas bonus. It is
a Christmas present that has
been on the books for the past
30 years." He noted that it start-
ed at three percent of annual
salary but that had been cut in
half some time ago.

"It has been SOP [standard
operating procedure]," Nuti said,
"so now the entire staff is depend-
ent upon it. If we are getting
more sophisticated, how about
letting people earn the bonus. If
they meet standards, then they
would get the bonus."

"It should be evaluated," Hud-
son said. "Some type of com-
mittee — ad hoc or personnel —
should look into this and decide
at the appropriate time."

"I am wondering if the bonus-
es haven't outlived their useful-
ness," Randy Zielsdorf said. "If
we want good management, we
should pay good salaries. I think
it is kind of obsolete. We're not
a profit-making entity. I would
be in favor of doing away with it.
Why waste Board time on this?"

"If you are going to put it on a
performance basis it would be
impossible for the Board to do
that," Fulcher said. "The Board
has no idea about the perform-
ance of most of our employ-

ees."
"It is part of the pay that they

expected to get," Fulcher con-
tinued. "The employees con-
sider that part of their pay. They
get it the first payday in Decem-
ber. You have a couple of options.
If you just cut it, then you will be
cutting their compensation a 1.5
percent. The recommendation
a couple of years ago was to
raise the base 1.5% and then cut
the bonus out."

"If we do decide to do away
with it, we should go back and
review the salaries," President
Truesdell said. "We have very
dedicated employees. I wouldn't
want to discourage them. The
Board should go back and revis-
it the salaries before cutting the
bonus."

He suggested tabling the issue
for consideration by the new
Board.

Other Business
In other business the Board:

• Heard form Hudson that he
and his wife Mary, as well as
Tom and Roberta Robinson,

would be dropped as Plaintiffs
in the lawsuit they filed with
Alan Shaw to attempt to void
an agreement between the
SLLA and Seven Lakes Coun-
try Club [SLCC] concerning the
development of the SLCC
driving range.

• Heard from Nuti that copies of
the rewritten SLLA Bylaws
a re  ava i l a b l e  f ro m  t h e
Landowners Office or for down-
load on the Association web-
site.

• Heard from Truesdell that he
had suspended the SLLA
Attorney's work to determine
the validity of agreements that
exempt Alan Shaw from the
payment of dues on his South-
side properties. "I should have
consulted the Board before
undertaking this engagement,"
Truesdell said. "I have sus-
pended this investigation and
will leave it up to the new
Board to decide. To my knowl-
edge the Association has not
incurred any expense."
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SLLA Work Session

Richard S. Pasko, D.C., D.A.C.B.R.
SEVEN LAKES CHIROPRACTIC CENTER

1064 Seven Lakes Drive • Seven Lakes, NC

910-673-BACK(2225)

Industrial and Sport Injuries
Certified Chiropractic Radiologist • Nutritional Evaluation

Hours by Appointment

Mike’s
Tire and Auto Center

WE NOW HAVE
A DIESEL MECHANIC!

We Do Timing Belts, All Suspensions, A/C Service,
Brakes, Drivability Problems, Four-Wheel Alignments, 

Oil Changes, Transmission Flush, Radiator Flush

We Have the Best Prices on Tires!

––– 673-3788 –––
Michael & Teresa Salyer 299 Grant Street

Owners Seven Lakes, NC 27376

Pick Up and Delivery Available  
in the Seven Lakes Area!

(Continued from page 5)



by Greg Hankins
Times Editor

Pete Sundheim was a friend of
mine. Pete died a couple of
weeks ago. Attending his memo-
rial service, I realized that he
was a friend to a whole lot of peo-
ple.

I met Pete in the Spring of
1999. It was one of those peren-
nial seasons of bad news in
Seven Lakes. Folks were feud-
ing about something or another
and we, of course, were report-
ing their battles in The Times. I
was getting the occasional call
from a Realtor®, letting me know
that all the bad press meant
they couldn't include a copy of
The Times in the marketing pack-
ets they sent out to prospective
homebuyers.

It was a time not unlike the
present.

I was sitting in The Times'
office, then upstairs at 1008
Seven Lakes Drive, above The
Property Center. I heard our
notoriously squeaky door open
and someone making his way up
the stairs.

"You don't know me," he said.
"I'm Pete Sundheim. I live on
the South Side.  I think it's about
time your newspaper had some-
thing in it about why Seven Lakes
is such a great place to live,
instead of all this stuff you've
been printing."

Then he invited me to his
Triathalon

At the memorial service the
other day, I noticed someone

had put up the poster from Pete's
sixth annual Triathalon, in 2004.
If I've done my math right, I reck-
on that means the one I attend-
ed in 1999 was the first.

I brought my camera, Pete
offered me a beer, and Jimmy
Carpenter fixed me up with a
hamburger. There were two or
three dozen guys there — all
ages. Bob King, Major Coxhill,,
Steven Sawyer, Steve Malone,
Fred Lawrence — it's a long list.

These were the guys who par-
ticipated in Pete's three darts
leagues: the American League,
the National League, and the
Independents. I heard from some-
body that they were really the old
guys, the young guys, and who
knows what else, but Pete figured
it would be a more dignified
scorecard if he fancied up the
names.

Aside from the beer, ham-
burgers, and hot dogs, there
was a well-manicured bocce
court, a putting competition, and,
inside in the basement, a darts
tournament. Outside, Pete had
a scoreboard where he tallied up
points and worked out the cal-
culus required to identify the
overall winner.

Pete spent the evening shuf-
fling from one venue to another,
making sure everyone was hav-
ing a good time — and making
sure everyone was following the
rules.

It was, as Pete had promised,
a little window onto the beauty of
Seven Lakes. I printed up a page

full of photos, wrapped a little
copy around them, and printed
it in The Times.

It was pretty gratifying, when
I walked into the Chapel for
Pete's memorial service, to see
that he had that page matted
and framed, and his kids brought
it over to the church, to display
along with the much more sig-
nificant pictures of Pete in his
WWII uniform, or playing with his
children, and, later, his grand-
children.

After the Triathlon article came
out, Pete became a regular in The
Times office.

He'd wander in every day or so,
visit for a few minutes, check
his list, and then head over to
Food Lion to pick something up
for Jane — "Mrs. Pete," we called
her.

He'd bring the latest newslet-
ter put out by vets of the engi-
neering battalion he served with
in the Battle of the Bulge, share
the jokes, and the obits. He'd
pull a yellowed scrap of paper out
of his wallet and share some
gag that we'd seen dozens of
times and he'd seen hundreds.
And we'd laugh together all over
again.

Pete adopted us, like he adopt-
ed folks all over Seven Lakes. He
adopted us because he loved
people and loved to help people
put aside their worries for a
minute or two and share a smile.

I can just see Pete fishing a
worn leather wallet out of his
robe and showing  St. Pete the

one about the donkey and toma-
to — and I'd wager the guy with
the keys to those pearly gates will
be tickled to meet a namesake
with such an irrepressible sense
of humor.

It was dark times in Seven
Lakes that brought Pete Sund-
heim into our lives — like a ray
of sunshine breaking through
storm clouds.

And it's dark times again.
But looking around the Chapel

at Pete's memorial service I saw
plenty of "old guys" that were
Pete's comrades, plenty of
"young guys" that were his heirs.
And I knew then that we'd weath-
er this storm.

Seven Lakes could use more
Pete Sundheims. But when they
made Pete, they broke the mold.

Fortunately for us, Pete spent
his whole life molding his own
heirs, by hand, one at a time. 
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Farewell to a 7 Lakes original: Pete Sundheim

Pete Sundheim

The highlight for January
occurred on Tuesday morning,
January 22. The temperature
was around the twenty-five
degree mark and at approxi-
mately 8:00 am some rain clouds
passed over the northern part of
Moore County creating black
ice which turned the roads, par-
ticularly NC-211, into one big
hockey rink. 

In less than two hours, the
911 center received 648 calls!
Most of these were ice related
such as automobile wrecks and
pedestrians falling on the ice.
Your emergency services were
extremely busy during that peri-
od. 

We thank all of those resi-

dents that decided to turn around
and go home and wait it out.
Emergency vehicles had as
much difficulty getting through as
those people who were caught
by surprise.

The statistics for the month
of January are:
Total calls responded: 42

Total ambulance responses: 21
Total ambulance transports: 5
Average response time: 5.26

minutes
The 2008 Seven Lakes EMS

Telephone Books are now avail-
able for pur-
chase at $6.00
per copy. You
can purchase
t h e m  a t  t h e
Seven Lakes
EMS building at
7 14  S eve n
Lakes Drive,
T h e  S eve n
L a ke s  We s t

Landowner’s office, and the
Seven Lakes Landowner’s office. 

This project is our largest fund

raiser. It is produced by a com-
mittee of Seven Lakes citizens
under the direction of Doreen and
Art Smith of Pineneedle Drive in
Seven Lakes North. We appre-
ciate all of the support that the
committee and the community
have given us.

Art and Doreen Smith will be

moving from Seven Lakes some-
time this Spring and we need to
find someone to replace them. If
you are looking for a great way
to contribute to Seven Lakes,
call Bob Haan at 673-8001 to vol-
unteer for this opportunity. The
committee exists but we need
someone to coordinate it.

Slippery roads made for a messy morning

Standing
Watch
Robert L Haan

Seven Lakes GOP to Meet
Chairman Bud Shaver of the Seven Lakes Republican Precinct

will hold a meeting on Thursday, March 6, at 7:30 pm at the Seven
Lakes Fire Department. 

The purpose of this meeting is to approve a recommended
slate of officers and elect delegates and alternates for the
County Convention on March 29.



Over the past two weeks, The
Times met with each of the ten
candidates for the Seven Lakes
Landowners Association Board
of Directors in our office. We
asked each the same set of
questions, which were not given
to the candidates in advance of
our interviews. The pages that fol-
low reflect as accurately as we
are able just what the candi-
dates told us.

Because the candidates are
being asked to discuss their
backgrounds during the SLLA
Candidates’ Night scheduled for
Monday, February 25, we have
provided a minimum of infor-
mation of that type here. We will
report on Candidates’ Night in our
March 7 edition.

Our Questions
Here are the questions we

posed to the candidates:
1. What, specifically, caused you

to run for the Board this year?
What, specifically, do you hope
to accomplish?

2. SLLA Directors have taken
to calling their Board “dysfunc-
tional.” Despite pleas from com-
munity members and former
directors, meetings continue to
include acrimonious exchanges
among Board members and pro-

posed amendments to Bylaws
and policies that appear to be
aimed at particular Directors.
Former Director JoAn Moses
told the Board, “Our community
does not need to be embar-
rassed any longer by our
landowner Board of Directors.”
What can the Board do, and
what will you do, personally, to
ensure that the new board is a
functional rather than a dys-
functional board and that it is
no longer, in JoAn Moses’ words,
an embarrassment to the com-
munity?

4. Let’s envision a hypotheti-
cal situation here — but one
that Board members within the
few years have found them-
selves facing, first over the Com-
pany Police issue and more
recently over the SLCC Driving
range. The Board is confronted
with making a critical, contro-
versial decision. You feel strong-
ly that your side is not only right,
but that the opinion held by the
other side is damaging to the
community. Your side  loses, in
a four-to-three vote. What do
you do?

5. Are Seven Lakes North and
South a better place to live now
than they were five years ago?
Why or why not?

6. Seven Lakes County Club
has proposed selling its driving
range so that homes can be
built there. Are you for or against
that proposal? Is it any busi-
ness of the Association or mem-
bers of the community who are
not members of the club?

7. For a number of years, all
meetings of the Board of Direc-
tors have been open to the pub-
lic, except those dealing specif-
ically with personnel or legal
issues. Because recent Board
meetings have become so acri-
monious, some have suggested
that the Board should do more
of its work behind closed doors.
If elected, would you support a
motion to close some or all
Board work sessions? Why or
why not?

8. If elected, which of the var-
ious jobs on the Board would you
be most interested in?

Finally, we asked several can-
didates specific questions that
have been raised in the com-
munity regarding their previous
service on the Board, their abil-
ity to work together, and possi-
ble conflicts of interest.

Bud Shaver
Retired Major General Mani-

la G. (Bud) Shaver retired to
Seven Lakes in 1990 after a
career that included both active
and reserve duty with the US
Army. 

His civilian career included
stints as a chemical engineer,
salesman, and marketing man-
ager and concluded in St. Paul
, MN, where he managed the 3M
Company’s Resource Recovery
Department.

1. Why run?
Shaver told The Times he had

been prompted to stand for elec-
tion because of the community’s
“dismay with the inaction of the
board and the public display of
personal antagonism and agen-
das.”

“This may be the most critical
vote ever faced by this Associ-
ation,” he added.

Seven Lakes is made up of two
primary groups, Shaver said,
retirees who purchased a retire-
ment home in the community
and young working people, for
many of whom their home in
Seven Lakes is their first home.
“It represents a major invest-
ment regardless of which group
you belong to,” he noted. “The
reputation, appearance, func-
tion of operations of the com-
munity have a direct impact on
the value of those homes.”

“The board has to take a look
at a long range plan,” Shaver
continued, “not just at this year.
Five years is a good start, but
they’ll need to look out ten years
ultimately.”

“To do that we need a Board
that has maturity, discipline, and
civility. Talk it out among your-
selves rather than have dis-
agreements become a public
issue. I also feel that the Board
periodically should have some
closed sessions, so that no one
is playing to the audience.”

“We will have other develop-
ments in our area that are going
to be competitive in the mar-
ketplace when we want to sell our
homes,” Shaver said. “There is
going to be some competition
and, as an association, we have
to be prepared to meet it.”

2. Repairing the Board
“I can’t do that entirely by

myself,” Shaver responded, when
asking how would go about mak-
ing the Board more functional. But
added that he could provide an
example of discipline, maturity
and civility.” 

“I may not agree with some-
body. I can say that, but let’s
talk about it. To say the other

The Times interviews SLLA Candidates
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Bud Shaver

I am seeking a second term as
an elected Director of the Seven
Lakes Landowner’s Associa-
tion.

I feel that during the last two
years I have given much of my
time to serving on this volunteer
board. I feel that this board has
accomplished many of the things
that I originally felt that I could
help them do,

There are still many things
that need looking at here in
Seven Lakes, but with your help
I can continue to volunteer to
help serve this wonderful com-
munity that I and my family call
home:

Some of the things I hope to
accomplish when I am re-elect-
ed will be:

A comprehensive review of
every employee we currently
have here in Seven Lakes. We
need to look closely

at our administration, and also
our maintenance department.
There needs to be a better sys-
tem for assigning tasks for our
maintenance personnel, for track-
ing their work, and for improved
follow-up by our administration.  

Establish a Long Range Plan-

ning Committee [like Dave Kin-
ney and the Small Area A Plan-
ning] – with no board members

on this committee.
Task the com-
m i t tee  w i t h
establishing
five, ten, twen-
ty, twenty-five,
and fifty year
g o a l s  fo r
Seven Lakes.
Then present

their findings to the board and
work to implement their sug-
gestions. We may need to fund
this group so they can have
adequate resources to do the job.

To meet and work closely with
the board of the Westside, and
the residents of McLendon Hills,

West End, and Jackson Springs.
The purpose to these alliances
would be to present to the coun-
ty government of Moore Coun-
ty a unified front on our water
issues. We face the real possi-
bility of critical water issues this
Summer, and beyond, and the
time to take action is now.  

These are just some of the
ideas that I have and would like
your help to implement them
during my next term. I ask you
for your vote, and I say “Thank
You” in advance.

[The Times welcomes posi-
tion statements from candidates.
They should be limited to 500
words. The deadline for our
March 7 issue is 5:00 pm on Fri-
day, February 29).]

Michael Florence lays out his positions

Your Turn
Michael Florence

SLLA Board
Candidate



Over the past two weeks, The
Times met with each of the five
candidates for the Seven Lakes
West Landowners Association
[SLWLA] Board of Directors. 

We asked each the same set
of questions, which were not
given to the candidates in
advance of our interviews. The
pages that follow reflect as accu-
rately as we are able just what
the candidates told us.

Because the backgrounds and
qualifications of the candidates
have already been well-covered
in the SLWLA Newsletter and
in our report on Candidates’
Night, we have not repeated
that information here.

Our Questions
Here are the questions we

posed to the candidates:
1. What, specifically, caused you

to run for the Board this year?
2. What, specifically, do you

hope to accomplish?
3. There has been some

debate in the community about
the remediation of the Lake
Auman dam. Some folks have
asked about the credentials of
SLWLA’s dam engineer, Dan
Marks. Other folks have sug-
gested bringing in another engi-
neer for a second opinion. Some
folks are concerned that the
remediation strategy that has
been chosen has been selected
with the assumption that Longleaf
Drive will never be re-opened
across the dam; they want to
know whether a different strategy
would allow the road to be
reopened. Even one director
questioned whether Marks
should have been invited to
make a presentation to the Board
and/or the membership before
the decision was reached — or
afterwards, to ease the com-
munity’s worries. What do you
think? Was this decision han-
dled in exactly the right way?
What would you have done dif-
ferently? If elected to the Board,
what will you do to ease concerns
in the community about the dam
remediation and the closing of
Longleaf across the dam?

4. Are additional recreational

amenities something that should
be on the SLWLA planning hori-
zon? The community recently
had a debate about the creation
of a trail ringing Longleaf; the
Board has deferred action on
that one. Other folks have sug-
gested that there need to be
more boat slips, either at John-
son Point or someplace else.
Does the community need more
recreational amenities? What
kind? And where should that
rank in the list of priorities?

5. How much is too much
when it comes to dues? At can-
didates night, it seemed most
candidates were comfortable
with incremental annual increas-
es as a way to build reserves. But
when are those increases too
much? Residents of Beacon
Ridge and the Pinnacles have
seen their dues rise by twelve
percent every year since 2002.
Do folks look at dues levels
when they are deciding if they
want to buy property in a com-
munity? If so, should Seven
Lakes West be the most expen-
sive, the least expensive, or
somewhere in the middle of
Moore County Communities?
Or should what other commu-
nities charge even be a con-
sideration?

6. We’ve heard a lot about
building reserves in anticipation
of future capital needs. And
we’ve even heard about spe-
cial assessments. What about
borrowing? When does it make
sense to borrow money to pay for
capital projects?

Ron Shepard

1. Why run?
“I had the time, and the desire.

I want to be involved,” Ron Shep-
ard told The Times when we
asked why he’s running for the
Board. “I’ve been thoroughly
involved in a lot of different com-
munity activities in the three
years we’ve been here: golf, ten-
nis, sailing, the Sports Club,
creating fish habitat . . . . I’ve
been involved with a broad range
of the community. I think I can

offer a broad perspective of the
ideas and the kinds of things
that people are looking for. I was
asked last year to run, but I
thought it was too soon. Now
that I have been here a while, I
though I would take a shot at it.”

2. Accomplish what?
“I’d be good at Architectural

Review, which Bill Mamel will
be leaving” Shepard said when
asked what he hoped to accom-
plish if elected. “I think I can do
that well. Without chasing things
down specifically, I would like
to continue the work the Board
has done in a positive manner
since the last election: open
communications, watching the
budget, getting along with each
other, and taking the commu-
nity forward in a positive direc-
tion. With my people manage-

ment skills and broad base of
contacts in the community, I
believe I can take that forward.”

3. Dam Remediation?
“As I said at candidates night,

leave it to the experts,” Shepard
replied when asked about the
process of selecting a dam reme-
diation strategy. “There is no
one in our community who has
any real idea as to how that
works. My understanding is that
Marks is the preeminent expert
— that he teaches other dam
engineers. That doesn’t  mean we
shouldn’t look further. But a lot of
time and energy has gone into

the process already.”
“In terms of openness, it would

not hurt with communications
to have a presentation by Marks
at an association meeting,” Shep-
ard added. “Let the questions
come out, let him address them,
and let the facts come out. Let the
people hear their answers from
a true professional.”

“Some people’s only access to
the lake was going over the dam
to see the beauty of it,” Shepard
noted. “I really feel for those
people. But the welfare of the
community comes first. If there’s
a way to open the road, fine; if
not, fine. We accept it, buy in, and
move on.”

4. Recreational amenities?
“Probably the answer is yes, at

some point we are going to need
more recreational amenities in the
community as we grow,’ Shep-
ard told The Times. “There are
more young families coming in
that are going to be looking for
more amenities. I don’t have a
boat slip, but I use the lake to sail,
motorboat, and waterski. I have
a good feel for things that need
to be done to make it better for
people.”

“I have talked with some of
the old-timers who have looked
at  some of these projects — like
addling slips,” Shepard said. “It
sounds easy, but it doesn’t make
sense to look at adding them
near the beach — where you
have problems with oil spills,
wave action, and so on. So I
think we are stuck with what we
have for now.”

In terms of other things, it is
time to get the long range plan
in writing. The LRP Committee
has put in a lot of work and put
in a lot of effort, but the com-
munity doesn’t know what it is. It’s
time to get it writing, put dollars
on it, assign priorities, and get it
out in front of the community.”

5. Dues levels
“I wouldn’t worry about the

other communities, because we
are quite different from them,”
Shepard said when asked if
Seven Lakes West needs to

have competitive dues levels.
“What other community has a
lake? Our golf course is great.
Our community offers more than
a lot of these others, so we don’t
have to compare our dues to
them.”

“Could dues get too high?
Probably at some point, but a few
percentage points a year won’t
put a strain on anybody. If we
have a long range plan in place,
then we know where we are
going. The community can say
‘This is where we want to go
and we’re willing to pay for it.’

“Over the past several years
the Boards have done us all a
disservice by holding dues exact-
ly where they were, so now we
might be looking at larger increas-
es instead of a couple bucks a
year.”

6. Borrowing for projects?
“I would think that would be the

last thing that we would want
to do — start paying interest on
something,” Shepard said when
asked about borrowing to fund
capital projects. I would rather pay
more on a dues increase and
have that go into a worthwhile
project than have it go into some
banker’s account. I see borrow-
ing as the absolute last resort.”

Other thoughts
“I want to note the broad back-

ground I have and the broad
group of people I have been
associated with here,” Shepard
said when asked for additional
thoughts. “I offer a broad per-
spective, believe in giving every-
one a shot, and would like to
see the board continue forward
in a congenial fashion, minding
the Ps and Qs and watching
our dollars.”

Dr. Lionel Kuhn

1. Why run?
“I want to be of service to the

community,” Dr. Lionel Kuhn told
The Times, when we asked why
he is running for the Board. “I’ve
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lived here for a long time, seen
a number of changes in the
community and the amenities
and, by virtue of my dental prac-
tice, become friends with a great
many people. I have deep roots
in this community.”

2. Accomplish what?
Asked what he hoped to

accomplish if elected, Kuhn said,
“I would like to encourage the fur-
ther development of Seven Lakes
West and continue with the
evenhanded approach that Jim
Haggard has brought to the
Board. Even though there are
issues that are going to be emo-
tional to many people, I would
hope that differing approaches
can be taken without personal-
izing issues and making good
guys and bad guys.”

3. Dam Remediation?
“The first thing that has to be

done is evaluate several pro-
posals to fix the dam,” Kuhn said
when asked about the best
approach to the dam remediation.
“I wouldn’t go to just one indi-
vidual and have what is essen-
tially a no-bid contract issued. The
fall-back is that the dam must be
approved by the state. They are
the final arbiter.”

“Once that is done, the com-
munity should be able to ques-
tion the group that is going to fix
the dam and ask questions about
the effects of traffic. If traffic is to
be allowed, how will it be con-
trolled with regard to truck traf-
fic? How long can we expect
the fix to remain in effect? How
long can the dam be expected to
be in good working condition
without traffic and with traffic?
Then the Board and the com-
munity can make their decision
from that.”

“If it turns out every five years
you have to spend $300,000
because you are allowing cars
over it then that’s something
you should know. I am in favor of
Ray [MacKay]’s suggestion that
whoever does the work be avail-
able to answer questions from the
community.”

4. Recreational amenities?
The area that I would agree

with is more boat slips,” Kuhn said
when asked about planning for
more recreational amenities.
“Those slips were originally

designed for five spokes on the
wheel. From what I understand
there is a long waiting list to get
a boat slip. It does offer remu-
neration from the landowners
who rent the slips, so I would

think that more boat slips is
something that we should con-
sider.”

5. Dues levels
“It’s hard to answer that,” Kuhn

replied when asked about dues
levels. “I don’t know what people
pay in Pinewild and elsewhere,
so can’t answer from that point
of view.”

“The most important thing we
have to do now is that Pinnacles
and Beacon Ridge have to be
brought up to parity. As it is now,
we can’t levy an assessment
because they have to be levied
equally throughout the commu-
nity. It can’t be done until every-
one is brought in line with Seven
Lakes West. 

“No one can forecast the future,
so it is difficult to come up with
a plan for dues increases,
because I don’t know what we
are going to come up against
next. We may find a section of
road that has to be repaired
ahead of schedule.”

“The dam has to be considered
a living thing and it is going to
change. It’s really difficult to fore-
cast that. I would hope the com-
munity would appreciate what
must be done and would go
along with whatever spending is
necessary to keep our commu-
nity desirable and intact.”

6. Borrowing for projects?
“It makes sense to borrow for

projects when you don’t have
enough reserves to cover and

you have no choice,” Kuhn told
The Times. “It’s got to be cheap-
er to spend your money than
borrowing it from the bank.

Other thoughts?
“I liked what The Times had to

say about not having the politics
get personal,” Kuhn said in con-
clusion. “We are all neighbors
here.”

Karen Milligan

1. Why run?
“I look around the community,

and I look at the Board of Direc-
tors, and I see that there’s a lit-
tle piece of the puzzle missing,’
Karen Milligan said when asked
why she is running for the Board.
“Our community isn’t just made
up anymore of semi-retired and
retired members.”

“We are attracting families,
working families with college

and high school kids.”
“I am involved in the commu-

nity anyway, and I felt I could
bring a little different viewpoint,
help unite the community. I get
along great with retirees, on the
other hand.” Milligan said both the
Recreation Committee, on which
she serves, and the Beaconettes
golf group, which she serves as
President, include both retirees
and non-retirees.
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2. Accomplish what?
“I don’t really have an agenda,”

Milligan said when asked what
she hopes to accomplish if elect-
ed. “I would like the community
to be able to have as much infor-
mation as possible about the
working of our Board of Directors
and how decisions get made.
So I’d like to continue to work on
the Communications Commit-
tee. That group is a great group
of people who are very moti-
vated. They are interested in
getting information out in an
impartial way. Just the facts. “

“I don’t have an agenda,” Mil-
ligan said. “I not here to pro-
mote driving across the dam;
I’m not here to promote raising
dues to build reserves. I’m not a
political player. I just want to
make good decisions for the
community.”

3. Dam Remediation?
Asked whether the dam reme-

diation decision was handled
appropriately, Milligan replied,
“The job of the Board is to make
informed decisions that best
benefit the community.” Noting
that she attended the Work Ses-
sion at which Lakes and Dams
Director Mary Anne Fewkes
explained the process used to
select the best remediation
option, Milligan said she believed
that process was a good one.

“But I agreed with Mr. [Ray]
MacKay, that, once the decision
was made, given the fact that we
are spending $300,000 or more
of the community’s money, a
simple, factual presentation,
would be something that should
be done. Don’t think it should be
a debatable issue, but it should
be question and answer. I think
the community is interested
enough to hear what is going to
happen.”

“The way the decision was
made is not an issue,” Milligan
reiterated. “You don’t put every-
thing out for a survey. We elect-
ed people to make factual
informed sensible decisions. At
the end of the day the commu-
nity should be able to hear how
the decision was made in full
presentation.”

“I would agree with Mr. McKay:
I think we should have Dan
Marks come and give an inform-
ative presentation of scenarios
and timelines.”

4. Recreational amenities?
“I would love to see lots of

recreational amenities” Milligan
said when asked if these should
figure into the community’s plans.
“I think at the end of the day I

equate the community budget to
a household budget. There are
lots of things I would like to have,
but first I have to take care of the
hot water heater or the roof.”

“I believe you save for recre-
ational amenities, like a family
saving for vacation. All the niceties
that would be lovely to have in the
community, have to go down on
the list with road paving and
dam repair — all the things that
are coming. Let’s take a little
savings approach and put a lit-
tle away and a little away, and
then, at some point you have
enough saved to extend the
swimming pool hours.”

“I’m not for or against Loop
the Lake. I have no agenda there.
I want nice things too, but you
have to take care of business
first.”

The Recreation Committee is
thrilled right now to actually have
a budget. We’re thrilled that the
Board has given us a few thou-
sand dollars. We already have a
great Christmas Party, and other
great events. Now we can do
more — maybe a Monte Carlo
night, more sand at Johnson
Point, new picnic tables up at the
childrens’s play area.”

5. Dues levels
“I don’t think about how much

is too much, and I don’t think

about how much it costs to live
in Pinehurst, Pinewild, and Seven
Lakes North and South,” Milligan
said when asked whether dues
levels should be in line with sur-
rounding communities.

“It has to depend on what we
need for our community. It has to
be reasonable and has to be
based on cost of living — every-
thing is going up. I don’t know that
I can put a number on it. Twen-
ty years from now hard to say
what cost of living will be. 

Milligan said every family has
a budget, and dues increases
have to be made with common
sense. “A lot of people only have
some much per year to spend on
community dues. So we have
to look at expenses. It all comes
back to prioritizing.”

Referring to budget cuts the
Board found but did not imple-
ment, Milligan said, $110,000 is
a lot of money — one-tenth of the
budget — but I don’t want to
take away all the niceties. When
I pay my dues, I want to see
something concrete — fresh
sand, a concrete bench, little
flowers at the front gate.” 

6. Borrowing for projects?
Noting that she is “not an

accountant anything like that,” Mil-
ligan said she had, as a member
of the Communications Com-

mittee, interviewed Treasurer
Kathy Kirst and asked about
borrowing as a funding strategy.

I asked ‘When does it make
sense to pay off the loan on the
Community Center and borrow
against that asset?’” Milligan
said. “ It turns out to be a very
complicated question that takes
a lot more research than a few
moments. It is a really compli-
cated quest ion that takes
research and scenario-building
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to answer. So I am not prepared
to answer that right now.”

Other thoughts
“At the end of the day, I’m just

me,” Milligan said when asked if
she had anything else to say.
“I’m a pretty straightforward hon-
est person. I get along with most
everyone. I’m out there to do
something beneficial. My fami-
ly is here for the long haul. This
is it for us. We’ll move from Otter
up to the golf course at some
point. We’re here, and we’re stay-
ing.”

Jim Johnson

1. Why run?
“I’m interested in the com-

munity,” Jim Johnson said when
asked why he was running for the
Board. “I thought that was some-
thing I could make a contribution
to. “After I bought my lot in 2005,
I went on the Internet to keep up
on the community. Looking at
the Wildlife Resource Commis-
sion [WRC] issue, I decided I
wanted to watch what happened
there. I watched closely, I go to
meetings, I pay attention. I believe
things could be done better. I’m
ready to make that effort.”

2. Accomplish what?
“What I want to do is help the

Board weed through what I think
is a lot of indecision,” Johnson
said when asked what he hoped
to accomplish if elected. “Like the

dam. I don’t think WRC was han-
dled as well as it could have
been — but that’s done.”

Other things on the Board’s
agenda include developer rights
and the gatehouse, mail delivery,
protecting the lake, Johnson
said. “You have to step up to
the bar, say we’ve got a problem,
how are we going to fix this?
Let’s do it and get on with it.

You don’t judge progress by
whether you have problems,”
Johnson said, “but by whether
you have the same problems
today that you had last year.”

3. Dam Remediation?
“I think there needs to be more

communication with the resi-
dents about what we are doing,”
Johnson said when asked about
the Lake Auman remediation.

“Are we headed in the right gen-
eral direction? Probably so, but
we haven’t had Marks come and
talk to us.”

“Some people probably don’t
want the road reopened across
the dam,” Johnson said, “but
having it closed, it divides the
community into two. Some way
should be had to bypass it or
open the dam road. Nobody has
shown the technical reasons
why it should be closed.”

“There is a letter from Marks
that says, ‘since you can’t con-
trol the traffic and you can’t con-
trol the speeding close the road.’
I’m continuing to research the
issue. There’s no lack of qualified
dam engineers in this country.”

“The more information you
disseminate,” Johnson said, “the
fewer questions and concerns
there are that maybe somebody
is hiding something . . . . If elect-
ed, I would be proactive in telling
the community about all the crit-
ical things that are going on.
The last thing you want is for
someone to hear something
through the grapevine and go
make a foolish issue of it.”

4. Recreational amenities?
Asked about additional recre-

ational amenities, Johnson said
the Board should look at ways to
make them pay for themselves.
“Boat docks — you lease them,
they pay for themselves. If not
boat docks, how about moor-
ing buoys. Absolutely. Somehow

they should pay for themselves
— should be self-sustaining.”

“Johnson Point should pay for
itself, between rental and boat
docks,” he added. “The Com-
munity Center ought to be self-
sustaining. I think we need to
look at what the people want. Our
demographics are primarily
retired, but there are lots of
young families moving in. We
have a nice playground. And
there are plans for a nature trail
behind the Community Center.”

5. Dues levels
Asked whether it is important

for Seven Lakes West to have
dues levels competitive with
neighboring communities, John-
son said, “We didn’t look at it,
because my perception was that
the dues structure came along
with the price of the house. In
other words, the higher-priced
neighborhoods have more

amenities and higher dues.”
“There’s is a valid concern

about dues,” he added. “Retired
people have more fixed income
and less ability to absorb increas-
es. We need to get parity across
the community so we have the
flexibility to do what needs to
be done.”

6. Borrowing for projects?
“It’s always an alternative,’

Johnson said when asked about
borrowing to fund SLWLA cap-
ital needs. “Sometimes you go
borrow. If you really look  at it, it’s
probably the same either way. If
you are going to ask people to
pay $200 more a year to build
reserves. doesn’t bother me, if it’s
for a project. I would have trou-
ble borrowing money for oper-
ating expenses.”

Other thoughts
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If elected, Johnson said, he
plans to “listen to everybody; try
to do what I think is right.”

Ed Silberhorn

1. Why run?
“I felt like I should volunteer to

give back to the community,” Ed
Silberhorn said when asked why
he is running for the Board. “This
is a wonderful community. I
believe I have expertise that
might be helpful to the Board. We
are lucky to have a nine per-
son Board, which gives us the
luxury of having some support
spots, like legal, and finance. I
have had a lot of experience
doing just that, being a town
attorney and an attorney for
Community Associations. I was-
n’t going to run, because Hugh
[Beckwith] was the incumbent
and doing a fine job. Once Hugh
announced he wouldn’t be stand-
ing for re-election, I felt I could
help fill to void created by his leav-
ing the Board.

2. Accomplish what?
Asked what he hopes to

accomplish on the Board if elect-
ed, Silberhorn said, “I hope just

to support the Board and make
sure that the legal affairs are
professionally handled. I’d like to
create a legal affairs committee
to really put together a talent
pool of past judicial people, past
legal affairs people, and past
community advocates, to make
sure we have consensus on

those issues.”
Silberhorn said he also hopes

to create a legal archive for the
Association. “Currently, our doc-
uments are spread all over south
Moore County and Raleigh in
different legal offices and people’s
homes,” Silberhorn said. “I want

to get all those pulled together so
we can make decisions based on
our history.”

3. Dam Remediation?
“I believe in open government,”

Silberhorn said, when asked
whether the community needs
more information about the
planned remediation of the Lake
Auman dam, noting that he was
a town attorney in Florida, the
state that pioneered open gov-
ernment “sunshine laws.” 

“Everything has been han-
dled quite well to date,” Silberhorn
said of the dam repair plans. “It
would be appropriate to have
Dr. Marks come and speak to the
community and answer ques-
tions so that people are com-
fortable with his recommenda-
tions and can test them and
judge them. More information
is always appropriate in a dem-
ocratic group. I would favor hav-
ing him here and having a hear-
ing where he explains his
process. That way we can get
behind his recommendations
and, if we see flaws, get a sec-
ond opinion. From what I hear,
he is the preeminent expert in the
state.’

4. Recreational amenities?
“I know the long range planning

committee includes recreation-
al amenities in its planning,” Sil-
berhorn said when asked
whether they should by on the
Westside agenda. “To my knowl-
edge it does not have any large
scale recreational amenities pri-
oritized, given the budgetary
issues and reserves issues.”

“We are a community that
lends itself to recreation,” Sil-
berhorn added. “I would listen to
any proposals and judge them by
community interests and feasi-
bility with regard to cost and
maintenance.”

5. Dues levels
“I think dues levels really need

to be fiscally prudent in these
economic times,” Silberhorn
replied when asked if dues can
get to high. “We need to do what
we can to keep expenses down
and not spend money unnec-
essarily. We have to accumu-
late dues for essential things
like dams and road repaving.”

“Beyond that, the volunteers do
a great job on things like recre-
ation and beautification,” Sil-
berhorn noted. Because we are
blessed with wonderful volun-
teered we can get away with
less dues increases than we
otherwise might in order to main-
tain the quality that we all desire.”

6. Borrowing for projects?
“The planned Community Act

prohibits borrowing absent a
vote of the members,” Silber-
horn said when asked whether
borrowing is an option for fund-
ing community capital needs. “I
believe it’s eighty percent, to
the extent you want a collater-
alized loan. To the extent that you
are going to want to have an
uncollateralized loan, the board
could do that assuming it’s pro-
vided for in the articles of organ-
ization.”

“I don’t believe it is appropriate
in most instances to borrow,”
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guy’s idea doesn’t have merit is
disrespectful.”

“I for one will not tolerate from
the Board or the audience, any
name calling,” Shaver said. “If
it happens, I will turn to the pres-
ident and say, ‘Stop right now.’
That kind of thing is uncalled
for, unnecessary, and improper.”

3. Handling split decisions
“I’d have to accept it,” Shaver

replied, when asked how he
would respond to losing an impor-
tant vote on the Board. “We live
in a democracy.” 

“If there is a vote contrary to my
position, I have two choices.
Once choice is to say  ‘Okay,
the majority rules.’ If I cannot
live with that, then I resign. The
latter choice, in a way, is sort
of a grandstand position,’ Shaver
added. 

“If elected, I am elected to do
a job. If the vote goes counter to
my wishes, I have to accept it and
work with it.”

4. Is 7 Lakes Better?
“That’s a good question,”

Shaver said when asked whether
Seven Lakes is a better place to
live than it was five years ago.
“For whatever reason, dissension
has arisen within the communi-
ty — whatever the cause. And if
we’re going to move forward,
we’re going to have to set aside
the creators or the cause of that
dissension. If we don’t we’re
never going to get anything done. 

The dissension in the com-
munity threatens to drive a wedge
between those who are members
of the Country Club and those
who are not, he added. “That’s
unfair. For people who are not

members to view those who are
members as enemies, when
they are neighbors, is just plain
wrong.”

“Whatever the cause is, it has
to be set aside,” Shaver said. “If
the future Board cannot operate
without that friction still exist-
ing, it might as well step down,
too.”

5. Driving range issue
When asked about his support

for developing the SLCC driving
range, Shaver said, “The club, for
financial reasons, had no choice
but to relocate the driving range,
because of the potential for an
accident and a lawsuit that would
destroy not only the Country
Club but impact the Associa-
tion, too. To accomplish the relo-
cation would mean the sale of the
existing range to pay for what
they are doing.”

“There’s good cause for peo-
ple to be concerned about what
is going to be built there,” Shaver
added. “But the agreement that
was reached, set aside a poten-
tially disastrous lawsuit for both
the Club and the Association.”

“The developer who buys that
property will have to work with the
Architectural Review Board on
what is going to go there,” he
noted, adding “The current
appearance is not all that attrac-
tive by itself.”

Shaver said the development
of the driving range is now a
matter before the court, and “if the
court denies the plaintiffs pleas,
then the Club members will have
to decide if they want to sell it. 

“Those folks with no interest in
the country club should realize
it is the Club that brings new
people into the community,”

Shaver said. “Over 3,000 a year
come in to play golf. These are
the people that are going to buy
your home, but not if the only
thing [Times Editor] Greg Han-
kins publishes is dissension
between the Club and the Asso-
ciation!”

6. Closed meetings
“I think the members should be

present at the business meeting,”
Shaver replied when asked about
closed meetings. “I think some
of the work sessions should be
closed. There are going to be dif-
ferences of opinion among board
members, which is healthy, as
long as it doesn’t become acri-
monious. 

The Board needs some closed
sessions “so they can lower their
hair, debate, and shake hands
once agreement is reached,”
Shaver said. “How do you reach
an agreement in front of an audi-
ence who all have their own
opinion about what you should
do?”

“The Board should go off site
without an audience spend the

day putting together a five year
plan on what needs to be done,”
Shaver said. “We don’t need an
audience when we do that — It
cannot be done in front of an
audience.”

Denny Galford
Denny Galford spent his career

with the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice, first in Ohio and then in
Kentucky. An Ohio native, he
graduated from the University
of Akron and spent two years with
the US Army in Panama. 

The Galfords retired to Seven
Lakes in 2000. He has served for
six years on the Board of Seven
Lakes Country Club, including
stints as President, Secretary
and Treasurer. Galford told The
Times that he will be resigning
from the Country Club Board in
order to devote time to serving
the Association.

1. Why run?
“What caused me to run is

that I feel I have the ability to sit
down with people, get along

with them, and work through
problems and disagreements to
come up with solutions,” Gal-
ford told The Times. 

The current members of the
SLLA Board “are all good board
members, but they aren’t work-
ing together as a unit,” he
explained.

He noted that his son’s fami-
ly has purchased a lot in Seven
Lakes and will soon be part of the
community, giving Galford an
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Women's Wellness Workshop
a Mini Retreat for Self Renewal

Join NADENE PETERSON Ed. D., L.P.C.
ANN CAMPBELL

Award-Winning Local Artist & Art Teacher
and MARJORIE NURNBERG

ACE Certified Personal Trainer and
Certified Nutrition and Wellness Consultant

for a 4 hour session using:

Therapeutic Insight
Body Awareness Exercises

and Health Habits Discussion
Guided Expressive Art

Focused Spiritual Thoughts

Saturday, March 1st, 9am – 1pm
$30.00 per person

Space limited to 15 people

Call 673-1180
for more information and to sign up

Bolton Builders, Inc.
Designer and Builder of Award Winning Homes

Bolton  Builders, Inc.
4317 Seven Lakes Plaza

910-673-3603 
Fax 910-673-0233

www.boltonbuildersinc.com
boltonbuilders@nc.rr.com

Thank You To Our 2007 MCHBA
Home Of The Year Entries

Lake Auman - Tom & Judith George

Chuck and
Michelle Bolton

Seven Lakes West - Bill & Bonnie Berger

Lake Auman - Rodney & Rita Beegle

Pinewild Country Club - Ed & Margo Bauer

Fox�re - Mr. Charles & Dr. Yvonne Smith

Pinewild Country Club - Tony & Jeannie Alvarez

The Times interviews the SLLA candidates

Silberhorn said, “absent an
emergency situation. With long
range planning, budgeting, and
dues management, to have to
pay interest is something I would
like to avoid. On the reserves
issue, all the way up and down
the East Coast every other state
in the Sunbelt requires by law
that communities have reserves.
Though we don’t have that law,
it is still incumbent on us to use
common sense to make sure
we do reserve appropriately.”

Other thoughts
“I like to listen and learn form

the community and the exist-
ing Board members,” Silberhorn
said, when asked if he had any-
thing else to discuss. “

We have a fine Board. I would
like to be supportive. I don’t see
myself as the Indian chief I see
myself as Tonto — just trying
to help out. I want to maintain as
nice a community as we already
have.”

Westside

(Continued from page 14)

(Continued on page 21)

(Continued from page 19)



extra incentive to make sure the
community is well taken care
of.

2. Repairing the Board.
Galford described the history

of the SLLA Board over time as
swinging on a pendulum. “Now
we have gone too far to one
side,” he said.  We need to return
to a closed work session. We
should invite the press, so that
the community is informed about
what the Board is doing. But a
closed work session lets Board
members sit around the table to
informally discuss issues open-
ly.”

The Board shouldn’t vote in
closed session, Galford added.
Votes should be taken in open
session. With both the work ses-
sion and the business meeting
open to the public, he said,
“Board members are sitting there
addressing the public, rather
than addressing each other.
What we have are two open
meetings with Board members
throwing darts at each other.”

Having only open meetings
means that Board members
“don’t have the opportunity to
voice their opinions,  so they
can’t work out solutions” Gal-
ford said.  “The larger the crowd
that is at an open meeting, the
more inclined people are to stand
fast with a commitment rather
than openly discuss alterna-
tives.”

“But I do think votes should be
handled in open session,” he
added.

3. Handling split decisions
Asked how he would handle

losing on an important issue in
a four-to-three vote, Galford pro-
vided a simple succinct reply,
“You’re on the board. It’s a major-
ity vote. You support the decision
of the board.”

4. Is 7 Lakes Better?
“Yes. They are as good as

they ever were,” Galford respond-
ed when asked whether Seven
Lakes North and South are a
better place to live than they
were five years ago. “The com-
munity hasn’t declined in any
perspective.”

“It can improve,” he added. “It

has aged. We do need a face lift.
Dogwood, when you drive in,
as a first impression is bad. Sec-
tions of Hastings are uneven.
We do need to present a very
attractive first impression. Updat-
ing can do that. Look at the
playgrounds. They are great,
but they are the old style. When
my grandkids come to visit, they
are used to playground equip-
ment like they have on the West
Side.”

“You’ve got to make that first

impression,” Galford continued.
“With the population we have,
we’re going to have a major
turnover in property in the com-
ing years. We want people mov-
ing in who are going to share the
pride we have in the communi-
ty. Connie and I have enjoyed it,
and we want our son to have the
same opportunity.”

5. Driving range issue
As an SLCC Board member,

Galford has been intimately
involved in plans for the new
driving range — and negotia-
tions concerning the old one.

“From day one we sat down
with the Association to discuss
our plans,” Galford told The Times
when asked about the plan to
develop the range. “It is the
Country Club’s property; the
community cannot control it. But
the Country Club receives mem-
bers from the community, and
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DRIVE
DOWN

PREMIUMS

Call 215-8150 For Appt. And Quote. Many Discounts Available.
Located 1/4 Mile West of Olmsted Village. On Hwy. 211 West

Please Call My Office for
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®

Dan Kidd
Sales Consultant

PHILLIPS FORD
5292 Hwy. 15/501, PO Box 100, Carthage, NC 28327

Bus (910) 947-2244
Toll Free (800) 301-2659

Fax (910) 947-5792
phillipsmc4@embarqmail.com

Your
Seven
Lakes
Neighbor

K.R. Mace Electric Co.
PHONE:  673-0093

KENNETH R. MACE, OWNER
Seven Lakes Village - 25 Grant Avenue
P.O. Box 190, West End, N.C.  27376

(Continued from page 20)

(Continued on page 26)

Denny Galford
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• G o l f  To u rn a m e n t  fo r

Pinecrest Choral Program
– 9 am, Longleaf Golf & Coun-
try Club. All proceeds benefit
students participating in the
National Choral Festival to be
held in Chicago this April.
Shotgun start in a scramble for-
mat, cost is $75 entry fee per
person, or $300 for a team.
Information 692-6100 ext 27 or
info@longleafgolf.com

• Drought Tolerant Plants Pres-
entation – 10:30 am – Noon,
Pinehurst Village Hall, located
at 395 Magnolia Road. Spon-
sored by the Pinehurst Con-
servation Commission Green-
way Wildlife Habitat Committee,
Master Gardeners Dolores
Muller and Mike Zihal will pro-
vide specific information on
plants that survive well under
drought conditions and which
perennials, annuals, trees,
and shrubs are suitable for
spring planting. The event is
open to the public at no charge.
Information 673-4239.

• Senior Center Dance – 6:30
pm - 9:30 pm, Moore County
Senior Enrichment Center.
Local favorite Ron Polisoto
returns to the Senior Enrich-
ment Center with a variety of
dance music. Admission is $5.

215-0900 for information.
• Nail Spa Grand Opening – 1

pm – 4 pm, Nail Spa on Rt.
211, at the West End traffic
light. Enjoy refreshments with
new owner Sara Luck McBride
and enter prize drawings for
special treatment
packages.
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• Maier’s Open House Farewell

Party – 2 pm – 4 pm, St. Mary
Magdalene Episcopal Church.
All are invited to this special
farewell party Open House in
honor of Ray and Dodie Maier.

• Methodist University Chorale
Performance – 6 pm, West
End United Methodist Church.
In addition to singing by the stu-
dents, performance will include
one or two pieces by accom-
panist, Dr. Scott Marosek.
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• SLLA Candidates Night – 7

pm, West Side Park Commu-

nity Center.
• Sandhills Natural History

Society Meeting – 7 pm,
Weymouth Woods Auditori-
um, 1024 Ft. Bragg Road,
Southern Pines. Mike Dunn,
educator & photographer from

the NC Museum
of Natural Sci-

ences, wil l
p re s e n t  a
program on
Yellowstone
National Park
Visitors are
w e l c o m e .
Information

692-2167 or visit www.sand-
hillsnature.org.
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• Seven Lakes Kiwanis Club

– Noon, Seven Lakes Country
Club. Guest speakers: Jill
Brown, RRT, and Alyson
Campbell, RRT, of Carolinas
Pulmonary Rehab. Visitors are
welcome.

• Seven Lakes West Landown-
ers Association General
Meeting – 7:30 pm, West Side
Park Community Center.
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• Seven Lakes Landowners

Association General Meeting
– 7:30 pm, Seven Lakes North
Clubhouse.
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• Personal Safety Training –

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm, Moore
County Senior Enrichment
Center. The Moore County
Sheriff's Department presents
an informative demonstration
on effective techniques for
staying safe. A free program.
Reservations 215-0900.

• Adult Academy: Lenten
Series – 7 pm – 8 pm, Craw-
ford Center at West End Pres-
byterian Church. Led by Rev.
Dudley Crawford and Dr. Paul
James, a session on “True
Confess ions  and Other
Prayers.” Second in a four-
part series, the free program
is open to all.
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• M o o re  C o u n t y  H o m e

Builders Home and Garden
Exposition – Fair Barn, Pine-

hurst. Event runs through Sun-
day, March 2. Gardening in
the Sandhills presents spe-
cial challenges as well as spe-
cial opportunities. Stop by and
talk to the Master Gardeners
and/or attend the following
Master Gardener presenta-
tions. Fri, 2/29 12 pm – Shaw-
na Smith, Preparing your Gar-
den for Spring; Sat, 3/1 10
am – Kathy Byron, Overview
of the Moore County Master
Gardener Volunteer Program;
Sat, 3/1 11 am – Marisa Back,
Gardening for Butterflies

• Fish Fry Fridays – 5:30 pm –
7 pm, St Anthony of Padua
Parish Hall at 320 N. Ashe
Street in Southern Pines. The
Knights of Columbus of St
Anthony of Padua invite every-
one to Fish Fry Fridays during
the Lenten season. Baked and
fried fish with sides will be
served, eat in or take out, cost
is $9.00 for adults, $4.00 for
children six to twelve years,
kids under six eat free. Fish Fry
Fridays continue through March
7.
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For All Your Real Estate
Needs or For a Free

Market Analysis on Your
Home or Land —

Give Moose a Call!

Half-acre +/- water front lot. Beau-
tiful homes surround this lovely
cul-de-sac property. 194 feet of
bulk- head with excellent long
views looking out over the lake

& boat slip.
Call Moose for a virtual tour 

of this $340,000 best buy. 

LONG VIEW / LAKE AUMAN

CUL-DE-SAC • 3089 • 194’ H20

moose73@nc.rr.com
1107 Seven Lakes Dr.

Seven Lakes. NC 27376 DDaavvee ““MMoooossee”” BBoossssoonn

BBEEAACCOONN RRIIDDGGEE LLOOTTSS

Morganwood Lot 72
25.9 Acres — you can have

15 horses, barn &  tack room!
Appraises at $365,000

Reduced to $265,000
5043  . . 1-acre wooded on
Rector Court cul-de-sac

 . . . . . . . . . . . .$68,000

5507 1/2-Acre waterview  
at end of Fawnwood 
Brand New  . . . . .$62,000

4257 Half-Acre Water
View on Anchor Point

 . . . . . . . . . . . .$60,000

4108 Half-Acre. One of the
highest 2nd Row/Corner
Lake View properrties in
Beacon Ridge

 . . . . . . . . . . . .$95,000

4218 1/2-Acre wooded on
Vanore,  peek waterview 

 . . . . . . . . . .$52,000

4219 1/2-Acre wooded on
Vanore, peek waterview 

 . . . . . . . . . .$50,000

Now! Buy Both Lots
as 1 Lot/ 1 Full Acre

for $80,000!

This red brick, hilltop, second-row
home sits on a double-tiered and
beautifully landscaped lot. It’s a

one-of-a-kind best buy. Call
Moose at 673-5445 for virtual

tour and a brief high-level
overview of this fantastic 
opportunity. $339,000

108 WERTZ DR. - 7 LAKES WEST

–––––––––––––––––––– GGRREEAATT LLOOTTSS,, GGRREEAATT DDEEAALL!! ––––––––––––––––––––

Sheets, towels, 
comforters, household

items, handbags,
jewelry, and more.

Brand name merchandise
at unbelievably low prices!

Tues – Fri 9 – 7  •  Sat 9 – 7  •  910-673-3207

In Seven Lakes Plaza
Shopping Center
(near Peking Wok)

Southern Grace Gifts & Flowers
Patty Studebaker, Owner

Toni Felix, Designer

673-56891073 Seven Lakes Drive
(Beside Food Lion)

ORDER EARLY FOR YOUR VALENTINE

No Delivery Charge to Funeral Home or Hospital

Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 9–5      •     Wed, Sat, 9–1
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• Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast

– 7 am – 11 am, West End Ele-
mentary Cafeteria. The Seven
Lakes Kiwanis Club hosts their
25th Annual Pancake Break-
fast. Cost of the breakfast is $6
per person [children 6 and
under eat free]. Tickets are
available from any Kiwanian
and will be sold at the door. 

• Quilts and Needle Art Show
– 1 pm – 4 pm, The Gallery of
Seven Lakes, located at St.
Mary Magdalene Episcopal
Church. Quilts both small and
large, and needle art will be
displayed. Show continues to
March 13, with open hours on
Wednesday and Thursdays
from 1 – 4 pm. Watch for the
open sign in the garden. 

• Chicken and Dumpling Din-
ner – 4 pm – 7 pm, Doubs
Chapel United Methodist
Church at 1444 Doubs Chapel
Church Road, West End. Serv-
ing up chicken and dumplings
that would do your grandma
proud, with green beans, cole
s law,  a  ro l l ,  homemade
dessert, iced tea or coffee.
Eat in or take out plates, $7
each, proceeds benefit the
church building fund. Those

who want something sweet
for later may bid on home-
made desserts; pound cakes,
Japanese fruit pies, sour cream
coconut cakes, buttermilk cus-
tard pies, mandarin orange
cakes, German chocolate pies,
and banana nut bread. 

MMOONNDDAAYY ,,   MMAARRCCHH   33
• Moore County Board of

Commissioners Meeting –
4pm, Historic Courthouse,
Carthage.

TTUUEE SSDD AAYY ,,   MMAARRCCHH   44
• Seven Lakes Kiwanis Club

– Noon, Seven Lakes Country
Club. Featured speaker is Jim
Kozlowski discussing ‘The
Impact on Business.’ Visitors
are welcome.

• Kelly Cup Championship –
Pinehurst No. 8. Presented by
Sandhills Children’s Center,
Outback Steakhouse, and
Pinehurst Resort & Country
Club. Entry fee is $200 per
player or $1,000 for a team
of four and a Hole Sponsorship.
Information, Teresa Copper
or Kathy Desmond 692-3323. 

• FirstHealth Seminar – 5:30
pm, Conference Center of
FirstHealth Moore Regional

Hospital. Paul Kuzma, M.D., will
discuss “Understanding Back
& Neck Pain: Causes and
Treatments.” The program is
free and open to the public, but
reservations are required. Call
715-1478 or (800) 213-3284.
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• Project Linus Workshop –

10 am – 3 pm, Seven Lakes
North Clubhouse. Blanketeers
will be working on fleece, sort-
ing yarn and fabric, and label-
ing blankets. If you want to
stay all day, pack a lunch or
snack. Bring sharp scissors,
needles, and thread. We hope
to see you there! Information,
Pat Weber 673-1457.

• LWV Presentation: Iron
Jawed Angels – 2 pm – 4:30
pm, Owens Auditorium at
Sandhills Community College.
The Moore County Chapter
of League of Women Voters
are sponsoring a free pres-
entation of the movie, Iron
Jawed Angels starring Hilary
Swank, Angelica Houston, and
Frances O’Connor as the
women who led the fight guar-
anteeing women the right to
vote. Presentation is open to
the public and refreshments

served.
• Ruth Pauley Lecture Series:

Timothy Tyson – 7:30 pm,
Owens Auditorium at Sand-
hills Community College.
Author Timothy Tyson will dis-
cuss race relations and his
book Blood Done Sign My
Name, a memoir and history
of the murder of a black man,
Henry Marrow, committed by
the white father of a childhood
friend in Oxford, North Car-
olina in 1970. Dr. Tyson is the
Senior Scholar at the Center
for Documentary Studies at
Duke, with secondary appoint-
ments in the Duke Divinity
School and the Department of
History, and adjunct Profes-
sor of American Studies at
the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill. Admission is
free and open to the public
with no tickets required. 

TTHHUURRSSDDAA YY ,,   MMAARRCCHH   66
• Women of Seven Lakes

Meeting – 1 pm, West Side
Community Center. Fancy
Thompson and Paula Kam-
rowski-Poppen of Total Design
Solutions will be speaking on
“Designing on a Budget.” 

• Moore County Planning

Board Meet ing – 6pm,
Carthage.

• Adult Academy: Lenten
Series – 7 pm – 8 pm, Craw-
ford Center at West End Pres-
byterian Church. “Will you Pray
for Me? Intercession and Sup-
plication,” led by Don Welch,
pastor at The Seven Lakes
Chapel in the Pines, and
McDonald’s Chapel. Third in a
four-part series, the free pro-
gram is open to all.

• Republican Precinct Meeting
– 7:30 pm, Seven Lakes Fire
Department. The purpose of
this meeting is to approve a
recommended slate of offi-
cers and elect delegates and
alternates for the County Con-
vention on March 29. Chairman
Bud Shaver encourages par-
ticipation
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• Mark Twain! On Stage – 8

pm, Temple Theatre, 120
Carthage Street, Sanford.
Show continues through March
16. Opening night, meet the
performers and designers and
enjoy a complimentary cham-
pagne toast. Tickets $20 adults;
$16 groups; $10 students and
children. (919) 774-4155. 
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— TRACY’S —
CARPET & SALES

LARGEST SELECTION OF

HARDWOOD IN AREA:
BRUCE, MIRAGE,

MEDALLION, CENTURY,
HARRIS TARKETT

AND ETERNA

BAMBOO • NATURAL CORK

136-A N. TRADE ST., SEVEN LAKES VILLAGE OFFICE: (910) 673-5888
P.O. BOX 838 HOME: (910) 673-5372
WEST END, NC 27376 FAX: (910) 673-0055

—  NEW!  —
WE NOW HAVE FURNITURE

AND AREA RUGS!

• Custom Home Builder • Additions •
• Home Renovations  • Drafting Services •
23 Years of Construction Experience

––––  910-639-5609  ––––
dfrye3@nc.rr.com •  LICENSE #58227

“Second Generation Builder, With Traditional Values”

� DAVIN FRYE Construction LLC



24 Seven Lakes Times February 22, 2008 February 22, 2008 Seven Lakes Times 25

Martha Gentry’s Home Selling TeamMartha Gentry’s Home Selling Team
24-Hour Talking Home Hotline • 800-679-4419 & Enter code

(910) 295-7100

ABR, CRB, CRS, SRES,
e-PRO, GRI, CLHMS

CHARMING HOME! PARKLIKE SETTING!
Seven Lakes North - $189,900

3 bedrooms / 2 baths • Enter Code 9954
www.113PineneedleDrive.com

55 Morgan Trail  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Seven Lakes West  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$155,000
Owner has already cleared lot — an added value of $10,000!

Carriage Park Drive  . . . . . . . .Quiet wooded street with 3/4+ acre lots  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$75,000
Lot #’s 8003, 8004, 8027, 8028, 8029, 8036, 8037, 8038, 8039

Carriage Park Drive . . . . . . . . .Quiet wooded street with 1+ acre lots  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$85,000
Lot #’s 8031, 8035

Lot 2 Maplewood Lane  . . . . . . . . . . .West End Area/8.11 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$85,000
Acreage Lot 3E . . . . . . . . . . . .Gelding Gap Lane, Carolina Equestrian  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10,000
Arbor Creek Off Hoffman Road  . . . . . . . . .5-10 Acre lots  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$78,750 to $235,0000

PRIME PROPERTIES
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated

NEW HOME!
Seven Lakes West - $345,000

4 bedrooms/ 2.5 baths • Enter Code 9054
www.116JamesDrive.com

OPEN FLOOR PLAN! VAULTED CEILINGS!
Seven Lakes West - $294,800

3 bedrooms/ 2 baths/ screened porch • Enter Code 9684
www.127MorrisDrive.com

BEAUTIFUL PROPERTY! FENCED BACKYARD!
Seven Lakes West – $435,000

3 bedrooms/ 3.5 baths • Enter Code 9934
www.122CallisCircle.com

ELEGANT GOLF FRONT!
Seven Lakes South - $309,000

4 bedrooms / 2.5 baths  • Enter Code 3224
www.112Oxford Court.com

INVITING OPEN FLOOR PLAN!
Seven Lakes South - $249,000

3 bedrooms/ 2 baths • Enter Code 9774
www.108SomersetLane.com

SPACIOUS HOME!
Seven Lakes North - $249,000

4 bedrooms/ 3.5 baths • Enter Code 9234
www.184FiretreeLane.com

NEW HOME - CUL-DE-SAC LOCATION!
Seven Lakes West  -  $499,000
4 bedrooms/ 4.5 baths • Code 8954
www.116TimberRidgeCourt.com

LOVELY NEW HOME!
Seven Lakes West - $275,000

3 bedrooms/ 2 baths • Enter Code 9544
www.120WrenTreeCourt.com

DRAMATIC WATER VIEWS!
Seven Lakes West - $335,000

3 bedrooms/ 3 baths • Enter Code 9834
www.106SunrisePoint.com

–– OUTSTANDING HOMESITES  ––

Seven Lakes Office: 102 Lakeway Drive, Seven Lakes, NC 27376   •   Pinehurst Office: 5 Chinquapin Road, Pinehurst, NC 28370

STYLISH NEW CONSTRUCTION!
Seven Lakes West - $330,000

4 bedrooms / 3 baths • Enter Code 9044
www.112JamesDrive.com

CHARMING WATERFRONT HOME!
Seven Lakes North - $249,900

3 bedrooms/ 2 baths • Enter Code 9924
www.110FoxRunCourt.com

Call Your 
Neighbor and
the #1 Agent 
in Seven Lakes 
for the Past 
Eight Years!

ELEGANT LAKE AUMAN
HOME!

Seven Lakes West - $790,000
3 bd/ 2.5 ba/ bonus room • Enter Code 9694

www.111HarrellRoad.com

––– SEVEN LAKES SPOTLIGHT HOME  –––

ATTRACTIVE NEW HOME!
Seven Lakes West - $269,500

3 bedrooms/ 2 baths• Enter Code 9764
www.114ParkwoodCourt.com

ENJOY THIS LAKE FRONT PROPERTY!
Seven Lakes West - $594,000

3 bedrooms/ 2 baths • Enter Code 9144
www.104ButterflyCourt.com

www.MarthaGentry.com

BEAUTIFUL WATER VIEW!
Seven Lakes West - $325,000

3 bedrooms / 2.5 baths • Enter Code 3064
www.116ShawDrive.com

GORGEOUS NEW CONSTRUCTION!
Foxfire - $266,000

3 br / 2.5 ba / study • Enter Code 9894
www.5GreenValleyLane.com

BEAUTIFUL NEW CONSTRUCTION HOME!
Seven Lakes West - $299,900

3 bedrooms/ 2 baths • Enter Code 9994
www.417LongleafDrive.com

ELEGANT GOLF FRONT!
Seven Lakes West - $315,000

3 bedrooms/ 2.5 baths• Enter Code 9964
www.202BanbridgeDrive.com

105 Yearington Ct  . . . . . . . . .SL West  . . . . . . .$45,000
121 Deer Track Rd  . . . . . . . . .Foxfire  . . . . . . .$47,900
239 Longleaf Dr  . . . . . . . . . . .SL West  . . . . . . .$55,000
138 Carrington Sq . . . .SL West (Golf Front)  . .$55,000
106 Brendell Ct  . . . . . .SL West (Cul-de-sac) . .$65,000

159 Swaringen Dr  . . . .SL West (Lake View) . .$69,000
111 Beacon Ridge Dr  .SL West (Golf Front)  . .$69,000
148 Otter Dr.  . . . . . . . .SL West ( Lake View)  .$69,000
105 Edwards Ct.  . . . . . . . . . .SL West  . . . . . . .$74,000
101 Pittman Dr.  . . . . . .SL West (Lake View) . .$96,000

BEAUTIFUL NEW CONSTRUCTION!
Seven Lakes West - $266,000

3 bedrooms / 2.5 baths • Enter Code 3024
www.120JamesDrive.com

NUMEROUS UPGRADES!
Seven Lakes West - $299,000

3 bedrooms/ 2 baths • Enter Code 3034
www.389LongleafDrive.com

BEST BUY IN SEVEN LAKES!
Seven Lakes West - $339,000

3 bedrooms / 2.5 baths • Enter Code 8714
www.103YearingtonCourt.com

GOLF FRONT BEAUTY!
Seven Lakes West - $289,000

3 bedrooms / 2 baths • Enter Code 9074
www.214LongleafDrive.com

ATTRACTIVE NEW CONSTRUCTION!
Seven Lakes West - $314,900

3 bd / 2.5 ba/ Bonus Room  • Enter Code 3174
www.150OtterDrive.com

SOARING CEILING HEIGHTS!
Seven Lakes West - $298,000

4 bedrooms/ 2.5 baths/ Carolina Rm • Enter Code 3184
www.178JamesDrive.com

TASTEFULLY ELEGANT HOME!
Seven Lakes West - $659,000

3 bedrooms / 3.5 baths/ Hydrospa • Enter Code 3164
www.364LongleafDrive.com

GRACIOUS GOLF FRONT!
Seven Lakes West - $334,900

3 bd / 2.5 ba/ Carolina Rm  • Enter Code 3134
www.112ForestSquareCircle.com

LAKE FRONT CLASSIC!
Seven Lakes West – $597,000

4 bedrooms/ 3 baths • Enter Code 9084
www.461LongleafDrive.com

LUXURIOUS LAKE FRONT NEW HOME!
Seven Lakes West - $1,250,000

3 br / 4.5 ba / media room • Enter Code 9334
www.105Lee-Overlook.com

BEAUTIFUL LAKE FRONT HOME!
Seven Lakes West - $619,000

4 bedrooms/ 3 baths/ workshop • Enter Code 9784
www.145OwensCircle.com

NEW HOME GREAT LOCATION!
Seven Lakes South - $234,900

3 bedrooms / 2.5 baths • Enter Code 3194
www.122LancashireLane.com

DESIRABLE NEW CONSTRUCTION!
Seven Lakes South - $254,900

3 bedrooms / 2.5 baths • Enter Code 3204
www.124LancashireLane.com

BEAUTIFUL LAKE VIEWS!
Seven Lakes North - $215,000

3 bedrooms / 2 baths/ Fenced Yard  • Enter Code 3144
www.149ShenandoahRoad.com



must respect the community if
they are going to survive.”

“We ultimately did an infor-
mal arbitration,” he explained.
and came up with an agree-
ment.” Galford said there will
never be more than fourteen
units built on the range, and that
you could put ten or eleven aver-
age southside lots on the same
acreage. “It’s not high density.”

Galford said a well-designed
patio home development on the
property could be an asset to the
community — “part of what I
was referring to as the face lift.
Cluster home, patio home devel-
opments are happening every-
where around here.” Noting that
the structures will have to meet
Southside building restrictions,
he added “I can’t see how that
wouldn’t be an asset to the com-
munity.

In any case, the development
of the driving range is “an issue
that has already been resolved,”
Galford said. “We just have to wait
for the end result of the lawsuit.
The SLLA and SLCC have
reached agreement. The cur-
rent lawsuit is not landowners
against country club but is
landowners and country club
together as defendants.”

“With the outside play that the
Country Club has been forced to
come up with,” Galford noted, “
we are bringing in 7,000 peo-
ple per year . . . . The more peo-
ple who come in, the more inter-
est in the community, the more
bids on the homes, and so on.”

“The community is more than
the country club, but the com-
munity needs the country club
and the country club needs the
community.”

6. Closed meetings
“I really believe that the closed

session with the press recording
it will create an attitude of coop-
erativeness,” Galford said when

asked about closing some Board
work sessions. “There won’t be
the necessity to express our
individual opinions in letter to
the editor. When you can’t
express your point of view in
the closed session face to face
and do it in the paper instead, you
generate conflict. If elected, I
would not be expressing opinions
in the newspaper.”

7. Assignment
Asked what Board assign-

ment he would prefer to have,
Galford replied, “I would serve at
any position that the Board would
need me to serve in. I would
not be coming there with an
agenda — I just feel that I have
a rounded business background
with detail in accounting.”

“We need to set priorities for
our long-range expenditures.
This board has accomplished
quite a bit in terms of controlling
operating expenditures.”

Galford said he could offer
expertise in finance and long-
range planning but had also
gained experience in many areas
of Board activity during his time
on the Country Club Board.\

Ed Nuti
Ed Nuti and his wife Barbara

moved to Seven Lakes in 1993,
when he signed on as Manag-
er of Regulatory compliance
with Syngenta Crop Protection in
Greensboro.

He commuted from Seven
Lakes to Greensboro for ten
years, retiring in 2003. 

1. Why run?
“Unfinished business,” Ed Nuti

replied when asked why he
chose to run for re-election to the
SLLA Board. “I have things that
I need to do. I didn’t get the
maintenance building up. The
Bylaws just came in under the
wire. We need to reestablish

congeniality on the board. I don’t
want to exit with at kind of situ-
ation. I think the board could
accomplish more. 

Nuti said he had worked a lot
behind the scenes on personnel
issues during his first term. “Now
we have performance apprais-
al forms, job descriptions, and so

on. We have a collections poli-
cy that I wrote up for Treasurer
Steve Hudson. The personnel
policy manual has been updat-
ed. We have the organization
up to speed.”

Looking at a second term,
Nuti said he is “interested in
long-range planning. That will
be my emphasis in my next term
— planning for capital projects,
inevitable repairs on infrastruc-

ture, and financing them is going
to be the big challenge.”

2. Repairing the Board.
“Right now we’re being too

responsive to a puppeteer who
appears to be influencing a lot of
the thought processes of some
Board members,” Nuti said, when
asked how the Board can
become more functional. “We
need  to work towards seven
people working together and
bringing to the table their own
thoughts and ideas that coin-
cide more closely with the needs
of the community.”

“We need to be able to debate
openly and frankly and not feel
like we ‘lost’ when we lose a
vote four to three,” he added.
“The essence of debate is that
everyone has the same facts.
When the minority loses, they
have to close ranks and go on
to the next battle.”

3. Handling split decisions.
Asked how he would handle

losing a close vote on an impor-
tant issue, Nuti said, “What I
wouldn’t do is what happened
with the Driving range debate.” 

Part of the difficulty a Board
has in recovering after divisive
debate is “the degree of polar-
ization that has been created
in advance,” Nuti said. “There
is a middle ground that can be
found in most situations.”

After losing a close vote, “I
would not consider it a loss,” he
added. “The other side debated
it more forcefully and won out. If
they have persuaded more peo-
ple . . .  That’s democracy. It just
means you lost the debate, that’s
all.”

4. Is 7 Lakes Better?
“Unquestionably yes,” Nuti said

when asked if Seven Lakes was
better now than five years ago.
“Since I’ve been retired, I have
come to appreciate what the
community really has to offer. I
have been very impressed by the
professionalism of many of the
groups that operate in town. 

“Having been on the Board
for two years, I have to attribute
a lot of what I have seen to the
Community Manger. He’s the
common thread that stretches
through to last twenty or so
years of our existence. He knows
the community inside and out. I
will champion his efforts as long
as I’m on the board. He has
faults, of course, but who does-
n’t?”

5. Driving range issue
“We are so far away from any-

thing being developed on that 5.5
acres,” Nuti said, when asked
his opinion of a residential devel-
opment on the SLCC driving
range. “The agreement we made
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BUILDING?
VISITING?
VACATIONING?
The Property Center Rental Department
has homes to fulfill all your rental needs.
Long and short term rentals available.

CALL JACKIE COGER TODAY!

Jackie Coger
Rental Manager

910-673-1724

Ed Nuti

Poetry for your tastebuds.
Hand-Dipped Chocolates by

The Chocolate Shoppe
Chocolate covered pecans, almonds,
peanuts, mixed nuts, espresso beans,

malt balls, raisins, and cherries.
Exclusively at . . .

Seven Lakes Village (Across from First Bank)

910-673-5900 • Mon-Fri 10-6 • Sat 10-3 (Closed Wednesday)



with the club does not mean
that we encourage the devel-
opment. I don’t know what the
vote would be on that subject if
you took it.”

“It’s not our decision,” Nuti
continued. “The SLLA has agreed
with the Club, that, if and when
their members agree to sell, the
parcel will come under the aus-
pices of the ARB. That’s about all
that you can do. If it can’t be
subdivided, that’s the end of the
story. That’s the battle that is
being fought now in the lawsuit.
The central issue is whether it
can be subdivided. It’s in the
courts, so be it.”

Nuti noted that he had lived in
the Pinnacle neighborhood in
Seven Lakes West — a patio
home development, and won-
dered why a similarly attractive
development could not be
designed for the driving range
property.

6. Closed meetings
“Never. Never,” Nuti replied

when asked whether some Board
meetings should be closed. “We
are committed to going forward
— to copying the Moore Coun-
ty model and keeping our meet-
ings open. The most significant
thing we have been able to
accomplish this year is just that
— getting the fresh air into the
meeting. 

“While closed meeting are
more convenient, seemingly,”
Nuti said, SLLA meetings “are
open and should remain open.

Let’s work on making them less
acrimonious rather than shut-
ting the door.”

7. Assignment
“Long range planning would be

my choice,” Nuti said when asked
what Board assignment he would
prefer. “I think I could bring man-
agement skills from my previ-
ous employment all my life, and
project management skills. I
think I could lend a lot to some
vision planning — what is need-
ed and the financing thereof.”

8. Maintenance Committee
Nuti has drawn fore from some

quarters because of the slow
pace of some maintenance proj-
ects and the rarity of mainte-
nance committee meetings under
his watch. The Times asked him
to comment on these criticisms. 

“The new maintenance build-
ing is my greatest disappoint-
ment,” Nuti said, noting that per-
mitting issues, septic tank
location, and other problems
that have held up the problem
have now been cleared. 

“We have gotten the debris
yard straightened out. We had a
good start on the road shoul-
ders, but progress has been
slow. Maintenance seems to
take a back seat to more urgent
things — cleaning out a catch
basin, storm drain, that sort of
thing. I’m satisfied that we have
good people working in the main-
tenance department, but there’s
unfinished business, which is
why I am running for reelection.”

Gary Caulk
Northsider Gary Caulk retired

in December of 2005 after a 28
year career with the North Car-
olina Wildlife Resources Com-
mission as a Wildlife Enforcement
Officer. A native of Richmond
County, he and his family moved
to Seven Lakes in 1987.

1. Why run?
I’ve lived here for 20 years,

and I’ll be here 20 more if God
lets me,” Caulk told The Times
when asked why he was running
for the Board. “We have a board
that is not functioning properly.
I owe it to the community to try
to do something to fix that. I
raised three kids here. My roots
are here.”

“Remember several years ago,

about the time the Dennis
Roberts was President of the
Board?” Caulk continued. “Back
then we didn’t even know we
had a board, things functioned
so well. My main goal is to make
sure the Board functions as it
should.

“We have an excellent com-
munity and we need to get back
to our community standards,
back to pitching in and helping
one another.”

2. Repairing the Board.
Asked how the Board could be

repaired and how he could help
fix it, Caulk said. “I know people
throughout the community. Peo-
ple read The Times. The Board’s
becoming a joke in the com-
munity, and we don’t need that.
Seven Lakes is one of the pre-
mier communities in the state. We
need to get back to acting like it.
We need to set an example for
what a community can be instead
of the way we are doing it now.”

“I don’t have a personal agen-
da,” Caulk added. “My agenda is
the agenda of the landowners of
Seven Lakes. People want to
have good security at the gates.
The pay dues and want to get
their money for it. They want the
streets paved, stables taken
care of, and the pool filled. They
want it to run smoothly and don’t
want to be bothered worrying
about what their Board of Direc-
tors is up to.”

“Security is a major problem
right now,” Caulk added. “The
way things are set up at the
gates, the guards can’t do their
jobs. There have been some
good ideas but they haven’t been
carried through . . . . There need
to be some changes.

He noted that increased devel-
opment around Seven Lakes
will ultimately bring more of a
security challenge. “We’re going
to be back to back with people
— there are going to be a lot of
security issues coming quick-
ly.” Those issues need to be
anticipated and planned for,
Caulk said. “People who live in
Seven Lakes are used to leaving
their tools and toys out and not
having anyone bother them —
that’s why you live in a gated
community.”

3. Handling split decisions.
How would he handle losing

an important issue on a split
Board decision? “That’s the rul-
ing of the board,” Caulk said.
“You can’t get your way all the
time. You can’t win every battle
— and maybe we’re not sup-
posed to. Issues come up and
you deal with the issue, do the
best you can with the community
in mind, and, when that’s done
you move on. Usually things do
work out.”

4. Is 7 Lakes Better?
“Seven Lakes is still an excel-

lent place to live,” Caulk said
when asked whether the com-
munity had improved in the past
five years. “We still have neigh-
bor helping neighbor, friend help-
ing friend.”

“But we have a dozen or two
dozen people complaining. To
the outside it looks more sig-
nificant than it is. This is still a
good place to live — just the
focus is on the wrong thing right
now.”

5. Driving range issue
“If the property belongs to the

Country Club, its the Country
Club’s property, as long as they
stay within the guidelines,” Caulk
said, when asked his position on
the development of the driving
range. “Everything has to go
under our standards. If a house
is built it has to be approved.
We already have townhouses
on the South Side and we have
townhouses on the North Side.
Progress is something you can’t
hold up. You can’t stop time and
change.”

6. Closed meetings
The open board session are

good,” Caulk said, when asked
whether some Board meetings

should be closed. “People get to
know what is going on. But, if the
Board could get together a little
while by itself they could talk
more freely. People who live
here need to know what is going
on. But if you let people get
together and hash it out things
could work a little smoother.”

7. Assignment
Caulk said he would like to

take on the Security portfolio if
elected. “That’s where I am most
qualified.” He noted that he
trained in law enforcement at
UNC-Chapel Hill’s Institute of
Government “with some of the
greatest professors in the state.
These were the guys who wrote
the laws.”

Caulk said he is a certified
instructor in firearms and has
worked closely with the Moore
County Sheriff’s Office and police
departments throughout the
county.

“The Sheriff’s Department is
doing a great job serving Seven
Lakes,” Caulk said, noting their
prompt response and courte-
ous and professional service.
Seven Lakes needs to work on
its internal Security program,
he added.

Conflict of interest
Concerns have been raised

that Caulk’s candidacy may
involve a conflict of interest,
because his wife is a long-time
employee of the Association.
The Times asked Caulk to com-
ment on the issue.

“I don’t think anyone who has
been married very long would
think there is an issue there,”
Caulk said. “I don’t tell my wife
what to do. She has her defined
role and I have mine. Being on
the Board is not going to change
my relationship with my wife.
And its certainly not going to
benefit me. I’m running for a job
that has no glory.”

“The main thing I want every-
one to know is that we need to
get back to where we were,”
Caulk concluded. “If people don’t
like Seven Lakes, maybe they
should consider moving. Peo-
ple are always helping one anoth-
er here. It is a great community
— which is why you moved here
in the first place.”
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Need A Miracle?
Saint Jude Novena

Pray the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be adored, glorified,
loved and preserved
throughout the world now
and forever. Sacred Heart
of Jesus, pray for us. St.
Jude worker of miracles,
pray for us. St. Jude help
of hopeless, pray for us.
Say this prayer 9 times a
day for 9 days and then
publish. Your prayers will
be answered, It has not
been known to fail.

D

Gary Caulk



Jeff Hermann
Jeff Hermann and his family

moved to Seven lakes in 1999.
Hermann began his career as a
nurse, but now owns his own
company and manages a dis-
tributorship selling surgical sup-
plies. He previously served for
two years on the SLLA Board of
Directors, focusing his work on
Community Standards.

1. Why run?
“I chose to run because of

the board itself,” Hermann said
when asked why he was running
again for the Board. He said he
would describe the current
Board’s way of doing business
as a “goat-roping.” 

“The board’s primary objective
seems to be their interaction
with each other as opposed to
solving problems in the com-
munity,” Hermann explained. 

“I would like to see the board
coming back to some sort of
meeting during the month where
they are face to face, rather than
for show. I do like the public
work sessions, but I do feel the
board needs to meet face to
face without special groups look-
ing over their shoulders. It’s dis-
appointing to see that there are
factions of our board that focus
more on the past — and putting
the past out in the open —
instead of solving those issues
and putting the past behind them.
I would like to see a better finan-
cial plan in place and would like
to see us get started on the
roads — which is one of the
biggest complaints I hear in the
community about how things
look.

2. Repairing the Board
Asked how the Board can get

back to functioning effectively,
Hermann said, “I can only speak
for one person, but I base my
actions on fact, not on the influ-
ence that anyone else might
have or think they might have on
me.”

“I don’t affiliate with either side
— anybody who goes back into
the past history of the board will
be able to figure that out pretty
quick.”

3. Handling split decisions
Asked about how he would

handle losing a close vote on an

important Board decision, Her-
mann said, “If I were on the
down side of that, which I have
been in the past, first I would
imagine having a cooling off
period to get over whatever emo-

tion was involved in the loss.”
“Looking at the facts again

after that, if there was a way of
taking it back before the com-
munity, I might do that.”

“Would I take it to litigation?
Absolutely not. I do believe the
Board in most cases should
speak as a Board.”

4. Is 7 Lakes Better?
“From the perspective of the

average person, there’s proba-
bly been no change” in Seven
Lakes over the past five years,
Hermann told The Times. “Our
property values continue to go
up, which is what you continue
to want to see. Politics are pol-
itics — there’s always going to be
politics, and it’s always going
to be dysfunctional. But there
are a lot of changes that we
need to make.”

5. Driving range issue
“I think it’s everybody’s busi-

ness,” Hermann replied when
asked if the development of the
SLCC driving range  is any busi-
ness of residents who aren’t
Club members. “But the idea
that you can sanction a piece of
property, except for national park
land, so that it is never to be

built on is naive.”
Hermann said he had been

intimately involved in the original
negotiations with the Club over
the driving range issue, putting
together a deal that was ready
to be approved and signed before
the 2007 Board elections. “It
was pretty much the deal that’s
on the table now — why it took
seven months to approve, I’m not
sure.”

6. Closed meetings
“I think that the work session

should be open to the public as
it is,” Hermann said when asked
about closed Board meetings. “I
would like to see the board meet
face to face in a closed non-
voting work session to discuss
ideas. A lot of our work ses-
sions and special meetings have
been opportunities to try to

embarrass and showboat.”
“The work sessions would be

just as they are now, as with
the community meeting at the
end of the month.” Hermann
acknowledged that this would
create another monthly meet-
ing for Board members to attend.
“There is enough business that
needs to be discussed” to war-
rant the additional meeting, he
told The Times, adding that the
closed session could be held
30 minutes prior to one of the
open meetings so as to not add
another meeting day to the cal-
endar.

7. Assignment
Asked what Board assign-

ment he would prefer, Hermann
replied, “Obviously, I have the
experience in Community Stan-
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CINCINNATI INSURANCE COMPANY
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We File Dental Insurance

(910) 673-6030
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Jennifer S. Massey, DDS, PA
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
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1071 Seven Lakes Drive (Beside Food Lion)

––– 673-3040  –––
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SUITE 10
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CHRISTY EDWARDS

CHAVEZ

BROKER/OWNER
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ROBERT L. EDWARDS
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dards, and I would not be
opposed to that again. Enjoyed
the people I worked with and
feel we accomplished some-
thing.”

He said he would also not be
opposed to handling Lakes or
Maintenance. But he is less inter-
ested in the Treasurer’s job, Her-
mann told The Times, suggest-
ing that that job needs someone
with an education in finance or
accounting — not just a gener-
al business background. “I don’t
want to be solely responsible
for a $1.5 million budget,” he
said. “There are number crunch-
ers better suited to that job.”

Time available
Hermann is the owner of one

business and manager of anoth-
er, which has caused some to
question whether he has time to
serve. The Times asked about
that, and Hermann replied, “Yes
I do have the time. “If it comes to
a point where I can’t, then I will
step down.”

Other issues
Asked whether he would like

to address any other issues,
Hermann told The Times, “I do
think that instead of the nomi-
nating committee being a way of
finding warm bodies, I think the

nominating committee should
be more critical instead of just a
pass through. You have too many
people who are running for the
Board for the wrong reason.”

Michael Florence
Michael Florence and his fam-

ily have lived in Seven Lakes
for five and one-half years, but
have visited his in-laws here for
ten years. The Florences moved
to the Community from Atlanta;
Florence works in outside sales.

1. Why run?
Asked why he was running

for re-election to the Board, Flo-
rence gave a simple reply: “There
are things that are unfinished.”

2. Repairing the Board
Asked how what is seen as a

dysfunctional Board could be
fixed, Florence told The Times,
“Fully ninety percent of what
comes before the current Board
of Directors are issues that are
handled quietly with intelligent
debate and with the best interest
of the community in mind. But
there have been some issues
that have been definitely more
public than in the past.”

“One of the reasons for this
was for the change in the meet-
ing schedule that was changed

by the previous board from a
Thursday 2:00 pm meeting to
a Wednesday 7:30 pm meet-
ing,” Florence said. “When we did
that the board lost the intimacy
of the conference room table,
and some members of the Board

treated the new open setting as
a chance to grandstand.”

“It has been tried twice to
change the meeting schedule
back, and I still feel that is the
best option for some of our prob-
lems. I do not want to close
these meetings, I just feel a
more “boardroom” atmosphere
might be better for our planning
meetings.”

3. Handling split decisions
“The minority has the right to

work within the system to change
things,” Florence said, when
asked how he would handle los-
ing a close vote on an important
issue.  “You may lose, but the
minority still has the right to try
and change what they think is the
incorrect decision. You have to
respect the majority decision
but the minority has the right
to work within the system to
make a change.”

4. Is 7 Lakes Better?
Asked whether Seven Lakes

is better than it was five years
ago, Florence replied: “When
my wife and I decided to move
from At lanta,  the beauty,
ambiance and lifestyle of Seven

Lakes appealed to us greatly
— and it still does. However,
the face of Seven Lakes is chang-
ing rapidly. We are no longer
the second-home community,
we are really no longer the retiree
destination, that we used to be.”

“The beauty that attracted my
wife and I attracts more and
more younger families with more
children — i.e., more responsi-
bilities. Seven Lakes has and
will continue to be a gated com-
munity, a landowners association
community, and everyone who
moves here has to understand
that we have many of the same
problems that all small towns
have. If you take the population
of the North, South, West and
McLendon Hills, we are the third
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largest “city” in Moore County. I
still feel that Seven Lakes is the
best place, and a great value
for anyone looking for a home.”

5. Driving range issue
“Yes it is true that the driving

range is an asset of the Coun-
try Club,’ Florence said, when
asked his position on the devel-
opment of the SLCC driving
range. “Since late 2006, the Club
has said that they will have their
membership vote on selling the
range — the Club has to have a
vote in order to sell any asset of
the club.”

“The Landowners position was
to wait and not have any agree-
ment with the club until after
that vote,” Florence continued.
“Somewhere along the line in
the May 2007 timeframe that
began to change, and it changed
into the current agreement that
the Landowners Board voted
on four-to-three.” 

“I still feel no action should
have been taken until the Coun-
try Club had that vote and their
members had determined what
they wanted to do with the prop-
erty. I personally would not like
to see houses on that property,
but, then, who will maintain it, if
it is left undeveloped?”

“The Club has stated that they
are not going to maintain it. They
have offered to sell it to the Asso-
ciation, but can’t come up with a
reasonable price, and, what are
we going to with it? There’s
expense involved in mainte-
nance, mowing, and so on.”

6. Closed meetings
“Within our bylaws we cur-

rently have five reasons for the
Board of Directors to go into
closed meetings,” Florence said
when asked whether the Board
should have more closed Work
Sessions. 

“We may need to look at anoth-
er reason. But then you risk the
slippery slope and you get the
Board calling a closed meeting
for no reason. It might be help-
ful if the mechanism was a little
more flexible,” he added.

7. Assignment
Asked what job on the Board

he would prefer, Florence said,
“I would like to stay with the
same duties I am doing now,
with one change. I will change my

record-keeping abilities.” His
allusion was to recent criticism
that Board meeting minutes were
incomplete, a deficiency that
Florence said he has worked to
correct.

Empty Committees
In addition to his duties as

Board Secretary, Florence han-
dles the Security and Personnel
portfolios, but has not assembled
a committee for either function.
The Times asked why.

“Since we’ve had SFI, the job
of Security Director has gotten
less complex,” Florence replied.
“That’s the main reason I haven’t
had the need for a Security
Committee. The issues with the
gates have been maintenance
issues. I regularly talk with Dal-
ton and [security supervisor]
Carolyn about stuff. The only
way I could see forming an offi-
cial committee is just to meet.”

“The Personnel Committee
deals with issues affecting our
major employees,’ Florence con-
tinued. “The only way it is need-
ed is in case of an employee
filing an appeal of a termina-

tion. In that case, a committee
can be formed very quickly. In
recent memory, we have had
no appeals from fired employees.”

“There’s just not a lot for com-
mittees to do in these area. There
is a lot of behind the scene stuff
that the community doesn’t see.
The Personnel Committee does-
n’t do the hiring and firing —
that’s left up to Dalton.”

Mike Roscoe
Mike Roscoe was born in

western Pennsylvania, north of
Pittsburgh, and received a Bach-
elor’s degree in Electrical Engi-
neering form Youngstown State
University. 

His career as a teacher
brought him to Raleigh and then
to Seven Lakes, where he pur-
chased his home on Sandpsur
Lane in 1990. 

He teaches Computer Sci-
ence and Electrical Engineering
at Sandhills Community College
and is Program Coordinator for
the Computer, Engineering, and
Technology Department.

1. Why run?
“I had heard all the conster-

nation going on about the Board,”
Roscoe said when asked why he
had chosen to run. “I talked with
some of the homeowners who

were attending the Board meet-
ings and heard there was a lot
of strife.”

Beyond that, Roscoe said that,
as he walk his four or five miles
a day around Seven Lakes, he
has begun seeing some prob-
lems: “Homes not maintained,
grass not cut. Homeowners
being lax.”

“Seven Lakes may be main-
taining status quo,” Roscoe told
The Times, “but we’re not doing
enough to improve. It could be
run more efficiently. I’m con-
cerned what direction Seven
Lakes is heading into. I plan on
being here for a while.”

2. Repairing the Board
Roscoe said restoring order

and functionality to the Board is
his number one goal in running
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for a seat. “The one thing that I
would like to do is see the board
work closely together. The cliques
that are there are preventing
anything from being done.
Roscoe said he had “Attended a
couple of meetings and was
shocked. They were bringing
things up that probably hadn’t
been resolved in a long time.
There was a lot of rudeness
there.”

“It’s not all the Board’s fault,”
Roscoe told The Times. There’s
a lot of frustration among people.
A lot of members come in and
they are rude. They are express-
ing their frustration.”

“There are a lot of very good
board members — they want
to work and they are almost
embarrassed to be sitting up
there in the middle of all that
rudeness. I would simply like to
work with them to better Seven
Lakes. I would be willing to be
honest and give a lot of my ener-
gy to bettering the community
here.”

3. Handling split decisions
Asked how he would respond

to losing a close vote on an
important issue, Roscoe told
The Times, 

“After a prolonged honest
debate, I’m not sure there is
anything to do but accept what
was decided on. If the debate
was open, honest, and in-depth,
I’m not sure there is an alterna-
tive.”

4. Is 7 Lakes Better?
“I don’t think so,” Roscoe replied

when asked if Seven Lakes is a
better place than is was five
years ago. “Again, because of
the upkeep. Homes seem a bit
less tended.” 

“I can’t speak as much for
South Side,” he added. “I feel it
is better maintained. I have raised
my kids in Seven Lakes North.
I remember, when we moved
here, we had some complaints
— our boat, a tent in the back
yard. Now seems like nothing
is really enforced. A lot of
covenants that are being over-
looked.”

5. Driving range issue
“I think it is a concern. They

have a right to voice their con-
cern,” Roscoe said when asked
if the possible development of the
SLCC driving range was any
business of non-Club members.
“Anything you do inside there is
going to affect property values.
I’m not sure how much of a legal
right — I’m not a lawyer. But it
makes sense that people are
concerned. 

“I’m not sure what some peo-
ple would really want to do with
that property,” Roscoe added.
“High-density building is not
what I would favor, but some
sort of building . . . What are we
going to do, build a park?”

6. Closed meetings
“I would not want to see them

closed,” Roscoe told The Times
when asked about closing Board

work sessions. “I believe it could
be run in a open session, I
believe the Board members can
handle that. When you meet
behind closed doors, you are
almost asking for dissension. I
would like to continue to see it be
open.”

7. Assignment
Asked what job on the Board

he would like to handle, Roscoe
said, “A major concern is of mine
is aesthetics, how Seven Lakes
looks. Particularly Seven Lakes
North has not fared as well as the
South Side. I would be com-
fortable handling Maintenance.” 

Other issues
Asked if he’d like to say any-

thing else, Roscoe replied, “I
am very open. I don’t want to be
friends with this guy or that guy
and vote with him. I want to look
at the information and make an
intelligent choice. I am con-
cerned about the worth of my
house — so I want the aesthet-
ics to be taken care of. Like a lot
of people, I am  concerned that
the turmoil hurts the communi-
ty. Things can be run a lot more
efficiently. But I don’t have any
agenda I’d be bringing to the
Board.”

Ron Erskine
Northsider Ron Erskine moved

to his home on Lake Sequoia in
1995, retiring after a 30-year
career in sales and marketing
with Kimberley Clark.

1. Why run?
“I wanted to run for the board

because it is dysfunctional,” Ersk-
ine told The Times. “It doesn’t lis-
ten, it doesn’t react, it doesn’t
respond. And this includes man-
agement. “I hope to be able to
have some positive influence, if
I get elected, toward making
the Board more responsive.”

“My real interest is the preser-
vation of our greatest asset —
which I consider to be our lakes
and dams. The failure of any
one dam would reflect very, very
badly on Seven Lakes North
and South and its real estate
values — as would high densi-
ty housing on the old driving
range, which is the lovely feature
of the community that made me
stop, shop, and stay a while.”

2. Repairing the Board
Asked how the dysfunctional

SLLA Board can be repaired,
Erskine said, “I believe that the
first thing I would request of the
board would be the establishment
of an oversight committee, com-

prised of non-partisan residents
who are not board members.”
The Board could go to this com-
mittee “on any split decision,
such as four to three, which
impacts the community.” “The
oversight committee could also
interject and go to the board
and recommend that they sound
out the landowners on issues

of importance.”
“I also think that the oversight

committee would be a great
committee to for the nominat-
ing committee to go to with their
candidates,” Erskine continued,
“and let the oversight committee
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recommend to the board whether
they deem candidates are inel-
igible due to conflicts of interest
or other reasons.”

“The oversight committee could
go the board and talk turkey to
them. If they are highly-regard-
ed members of the community,
the board would listen. I think one
of the things the board doesn’t do
is listen. In my sales and mar-
keting experience you had to
listen. In this case, the landown-
er are the Board’s customer and
they better heed what they say!”

“A long range planning com-
mittee is also mandatory,” Erksine
told The Times, “headed per-
haps by Dave Kinney, chairman
of the Area A Steering Commit-
tee.

3. Handling split decisions
“If it is an open vote upon

which the landowners have had
ample opportunity to discourse,
then that vote should be accept-
ed,” Erskine said, when asked
how he would handle losing a
close vote.

“If we’re thinking specifically of
the Country Club issue, that
wasn’t the case. We were told
there was nothing to talk about,
and then it was signed, sealed,
and delivered within days —
and by an email vote.”

“I also would push very strong-
ly for a nine-member board, if
elected — not on the basis of
three year terms but remaining
on the basis of two-year terms
because three years is too much.”

A nine member Board is less
likely to have the kind of split
decision that have often hap-
pened with the current Board,
Erskine said. Five to four is more
unlikely than four to three. The

more the better, as far as I am
concerned. This is the way Lakes
and Dams Committee operates
and we get a multitude of ideas
from a multitude of people.”

4. Is 7 Lakes Better?
“They’re not,” Erskine answered

when asked if Seven Lakes
North and South were a better
place to live now that five years
ago. “Real estate values have
depreciated over the last five
year period — that’s in general,
not lakeside. I dearly love the
younger set, and I enjoy teach-
ing tennis to their children, but I
think many of them may be
renters. I’m told that now more
people rent than used to — and
more so than on the West Side.
I’m concerned that renters don’t
necessarily have the same affin-
ity to property values that retirees
had in earlier years.

5. Driving range issue
Erskine told The Times that

he is opposed to plans to devel-
op the SLCC driving range.
“High-density housing would
reflect badly on the appearance
of Seven Lakes as one drives by,’
he said. “Many of us retiring
here moved here because we
had no high-density housing,
because of the openness, the

pasture.”

6. Closed meetings
“That’s a very complex ques-

tion,” Erskine said, when asked
whether some Board meetings
should be closed. “I know a cou-
ple of Board members would
like to meet in what was the old
boardroom meetings, because
it lends itself to more amenable,
across-the-table, honest, open
discussions.”

“The problem is, that room
doesn’t hold but three or four
people, including The Times. I am
very ambivalent about it. I would
personally be happier meeting in
the smaller confines, only
because I think we get to know
each other better, but I recognize
the public’s right to know. I think
maybe there’s a way of rear-
ranging the tables for the work
session — as long as there are
microphones, so the board mem-
bers don’t feel they are talking to
the crowd — even if some have
their back to the public, as long
as the PA system is adequate.”

7. Assignment
Asked what area of responsi-

bility he would prefer if elected,
Erskine said, “That is part of
why I am critical of the board as
presently comprised. Sometimes

Board members are appointed
to an area in which they may
or may not have any real inter-
est.”

“I am in favor of establishing
individual committees chaired
by residents, rather than by
board members. The board
should be encouraged to attend
any of these meetings as silent
observers. I personally would
attend Lakes and Dams, which
I currently chair. I would also
attend most of the others. That
is one of the reasons I like nine
board members. We have a suf-
ficient number of committees
that they all could participate,
bearing in mind that many of
our board members also work.”

Erskine said he would “soon-
er not be an officer of the Asso-
ciation.”

Working with Truesdell
Erskine has been a vocal and

public critic of current SLLA
President Don Truesdell, join-
ing with other former members
of the Concerned Citizens Coun-
cil in urging Truesdell to resign
from the Board. The Times asked
Erskine if he could work with
Truesdell, who has another year
left in his current term as a Direc-
tor.

“If he doesn’t resign, I am

committed to working with him,
if at all possible,” Erskine said. “I
would certainly not nominate
him for President, nor would I vote
for him. Whether or not I could
serve with him as President . . .
I would have a very hard time
doing that.”

Sally Kindsvatter
Sally Kindsvatter and her hus-

band Dick moved to Seven Lakes
South ten years ago, retiring
from the Akron Ohio area. Sally
spent 39 years working as a
hospital specialist in microbiol-
ogy.

1. Why run?
Kindsvatter told The Times that

her decision to run for the Board
was made at the last minute,
though she had been thinking
about it for some time. The
Board’s conduct during recent
meetings pushed her in the
direction of running, but, with a
nine-candidate field, she had
decided against it. “Then when
Laura [Douglass] resigned, and
now we need four new Board
members, I could see the com-
plexion of the Board changing. I
decided to put my money where
my mouth is. Maybe I could do
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some good.” The decision was
made two days before candi-
date petitions had to be sub-
mitted at the January 30 Board
meeting. Kindsvatter collected
181 signatures.

“In one sense, I hope to bring
respect and responsibility back
to the board,” she told The Times,
explaining her decision to run. “I
don’t think one person can do
that, but if we have a complete
change on the board, the board
will have a completely different
face next year and will be able
to start fresh.”

“I am very independent, not
backed by any group or endorsed
by any group,’ Kindsvatter told The
Times. “I have no axes to grind,
and I don’t have any agendas. I
am hardworking, open minded,
and sensible. We need four peo-
ple like that on the next Board.”

2. Repairing the Board
“If I were the only sensible

person elected to the board I
couldn’t do much,” she told The
Times when asked how the
Board can be made more func-
tional. “It really needs four peo-
ple. We don’t have to agree on
everything, but we have to have
the same objective for being on
the Board — to serve the needs
and concerns of the people who
live in our community.”

Kindsvatter said the Board
should have a parliamentarian
who is well-versed in Robert’s
Rules of Order.

“The most important thing the
new board can do is elect the
right president,’ She added. “We
can’t have a demagogue for a
president. I hope new board
members will have an open mind
about that. I hope we can have
a discussion before we elect a
President.”

3. Handling split decisions
“I like to put forth my views,

Kindsvatter said, when asked
how she would handle losing a
close vote. “I’m not at a loss for
words saying what I think. I have
lost a lot of issues in my life; I
think you have to be a good
loser. If you have the good of the
community at heart, then you
will go with the majority deci-
sion. If you can’t in your heart go
with it, then you have to resign
from the Board. The Board has
to have a united front at some

point, even if there are still dis-
agreements.”

4. Is 7 Lakes Better?
“I like the fact that we are get-

ting younger families in here,’
Kindsvatter said when asked if
Seven Lakes is a better place to
live now than five years ago.
“Seven Lakes isn’t going to grow

if we don’t have younger people
with kids.’

For a long time on the South
Side, we had no growth in terms
of houses and then suddenly
folks were building them right
and left, and that became a
problem. A lot of the lots that
are left are subprime lots. A lot
are being bought for spec hous-
es. That has made it more diffi-
cult for the ARB, of which I am
a member now. The ARB has a
lot more power than I thought,”
Kindsvatter said, “because the
decision of that board is final. We
could decide to deny something
just because it didn’t fit in with the
neighborhood.”

“I thought it was a wonderful
place to live when I moved here
and I think it is still a wonderful
place to live. As any place gets
bigger, there are more problems
to face and more problems to
solve. But everything is great.
People here are absolutely the
best people in the world, still
the friendliest people, the most
volunteers of any place I can
imagine. I can’t say it’s any dif-
ferent.”

5. Driving range issue
“I think that land, where the

present driving range sits, is
certainly the business of every-
one who lives here — sort of
the entrance to Seven Lakes

North and South,” Kindsvatter
said when asked her position
on the development of the SLCC
driving range. “It can be a big
attraction or be a big detraction.
Everyone who lives here should
take an interest in that property.”

“The club gets a lot of out-
side golfers — a lot of those
people may want to retire here
someday. That’s the first thing
they see when they come in
the gate.”

“I would hate to see it cov-
ered in high-density housing,”
Kindsvatter said. “I was against
that from the very beginning.
But if that’s the way it works out
when this lawsuit is settled, I’m
not going to fight it, but do every-
thing I can to make it the nicest
area it can be.”

“I would hate to see the court’s
decision appealed. I think it has
to be settled; it is tearing the
community apart.”

“From the very beginning of
this controversy, I thought it was
a matter for the courts to decide.
No one, I think, can figure out the
covenants.” Kindsvatter said her
daughter, an attorney, suggest-
ed binding arbitration as a means
of settling the matter. “I talked with
Denny [Galford] and Don [Trues-
dell]. Neither would even consider
such a thing. Their lawyers were
each telling them ‘You’ve got a
case.’ Once they had an agree-
ment in place and Alan [Shaw]
decided to take it to court, I was
glad. At last we’ll have a legal
opinion on the disposition of
that property and we can go
forward.”

“I would like to have seen a
park area, with a walking path
and fitness stations, on the prop-
erty. I tried to push that idea: If

the SLLA could buy that property
— obviously not for $225,000
— and maybe the club could
raise some money for paying
for the range. But I couldn’t get
anyone interested in my ideas. I
think now we just have to wait to
see what happens in court. It
needs to be settled.”

6. Closed meetings
“That’s a question that I have

just discussed with some of sit-
ting Board members,” Kindsvat-
ter said, when asked whether
some Board work session should
be closed. “I haven’t had a
chance to study the Bylaws,
though it is spelled out in the by-
laws. They must have discussed
it pretty thoroughly last year. I
don’t know if the law requires
that all meetings be open.” 

“In my own personal opinion,
most of the work of the Board
should be done in committees,”
she continued, “and the com-
mittees should bring their reports
to the working session and the
working session should discuss
them. A lot of the committees
have been non-functional this
year, and the President has been
too busy with other issues to
make sure the work on the com-
mittees is being done. It is cer-
tainly easier to discuss issues in
which there is a lot of disagree-
ment if you have a closed meet-
ing. It’s harder to say what you
really want to say in an open
meeting. I could personally go
either way.”

7. Assignment
“In the first place, the com-

mittees may not even be the
same,” Kindsvatter said when
asked what job on the Board

she would like to have. “I would
hope we could think out of the
box a little.”

“My preference would be Safe-
ty and Security,” she continued.
“I was so encouraged when I
read that there would be a Neigh-
borhood Watch Committee.”
Kindsvatter said she felt Neigh-
borhood Watch would dovetail
with the “Neighbor helping Neigh-
bor” program that she and JoAn
Moses had spearheaded in 2002.
That program compiled infor-
mation on both the emergency
needs and resources of Seven
Lakes residents, to help the
community prepare for a natural
disaster or other emergency.

Kindsvatter said she talked
with Truesdell and Security Direc-
tor Michael Florence about the
idea. “I talked with Michael, gave
him the Neighbor-Helping -Neigh-
bor files, and volunteered to help
get the information updated. I
never heard from him again.”

“I would like to get those pro-
grams underway, and I think I
have a leg up on it.”

“I would love to still be on the
ARB,” Kindsvatter added, “but I
think Donna should stay on as
chair. I have enjoyed the ARB.”

Other issues
Asked if she other issues to

discuss, Kindsvatter told The
Times, “One of my real prob-
lems is with the term ‘conflict of
interest,’ which is being used
totally incorrectly. I looked it up
in my big unabridged diction-
ary and talked with my daughter
the lawyer. I think we are using
it inappropriately.”

“We are really using it to mean
‘conflict’ or ‘disagreement’ or
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‘bias.’ A real conflict of interest is
when one person is wearing
two different hats on an issue and
can’t make a decision without
affecting the other hat he would
be wearing.”

“On the ARB Board, in the
case of Jane Leach, I heard
something about a ‘conflict of
interest.’ If her husband or son
worked for a construction com-
pany building houses, that could
be a real conflict of interest . . .
. I really object to the use of
“conflict of interest” because it
doesn’t apply to the majority of
the cases.”

“If you dismiss people from
boards because they had a con-
flict there wouldn’t be anyone
on the committees.”

“The other thing that is over-
used is threat of a suit,” Kinds-
vatter continued. “If we made
all our decisions because we
were afraid of being sued then
we wouldn’t make any decisions.
We all know better than that . .
. . I’m kind of tired of that. I would
like to not hear that anymore.”

“I think the new board has to
be strong when it comes to
those two points I just men-
tioned.”

Steve Hudson
Steve Hudson and his wife

Mary moved to Seven Lakes
from Greensboro in 1987. Hud-
son describes himself as “semi-
retired” — he does high speed
data and other installations for
Carolina Cable. A native of
Greensboro and a graduate of
Guilford College, Hudson has
owned and operated a number
of small businesses, including an
English tack shop and two
seafood restaurants.

1. Why run?
“I feel like the experience I

have gained in the past two
years, I can bring forward in the
coming years to help the Asso-
ciation and landowners get a
lot of our problems on the right
track,” Steve Hudson said when
The Times asked why he was
running for re-election. “We need
a definitive five year plan, that we
can stick to, to address situations
like problems with the dams that
have been neglected over the
years, main roads that need to
be looked at, and our different
departments need more checks

and balances. We need a plan
to take us down that path —
setting something in place that
we can actually follow — that’s
not a pipe dream.

2. Repairing the Board
Asked how the Board can

improve it’s functioning, Hud-
son said, “I guess it would come
back to the rules of order, as
far as the board following that
instead of bringing things out
about each other in the public —
name-calling, you’re wrong
here/you’re wrong there. We
need to stop that. A general
openness and trying to work
together should help that.”

3. Handling split decisions
Asked about how to deal with

a hypothetical split decision of the
Board, Hudson, who participat-
ed in a suit aimed at overturning
the Board decision o the driving
range agreement, told The Times,
“I felt like the majority of the
Board — the four — did an ille-
gal or unlawful action. The only
way it could be rectified was
through the suit that Alan Shaw
brought.”

“It is not only the responsibil-
ity, it is the duty of a board mem-
ber to follow through with all
avenues, especially if they feel
it is an unlawful or illegal act.
The agreement was decided
behind closed doors and voted
in by the narrowest of margins,
on the email. That was totally
wrong. The only way to combat
it was to join the lawsuit at that
time.”

Noting that his name had been
withdrawn as a plaintiff in order
to control the cost of the lawsuit,
Hudson said, “I still think anyone
has the right to bring suit against

someone who is trying to give
away the restrictive covenants.
Those can’t be voted away by any
Board.”

4. Is 7 Lakes Better?
“I think it’s just as good as it

was five years ago, but the prob-
lems that have been swept under
the carpet or put in a file cabinet
are now being brought out into
the open,” Hudson said, when
asked whether Seven Lakes is
a better place to live than it was
five years ago. “We know what
the problems are now — we just
need to work toward correcting
them and making the whole sit-
uation better for everyone. We
have always had the problems,
they’ve always been there.

“Lakes and Dams reports from
the North Carolina Department
of environment and Natural
Resources have just been stuck
in a file cabinet. Some of those
reports are pretty bad. Through
efforts of Ron Erskine and oth-
ers, with a strong lakes and
dams committee, we have found
out what the problems are and
are getting them addressed. We
now have $100,000 set aside for
dam repairs and maintenance.
That’s an arbitrary figure, but
at least it’s a starting point. Most
dams fail because of a lack of
annual maintenance. We need
top start addressing that and
following through with it.”
5. Driving range issue

“I’m totally against it,” Hudson
said when asked his position
on the residential development
of the SLCC driving range.” I
think it was always intended as
a green space and should be left
as such. And again, I feel that all
Seven Lakers — North, South,
members of the Club or not —

fall under our restrictive covenants
and that’s what the court case is
about. We’ll simply let the judge
decide. If the judge decides in the
Country Club’s favor then the
Country Club would not be under
restrictive covenants and they can
do as they wish. The Court would
decide.”

“Some big issues like this
need to come before the com-
munity and have the communi-
ty provide input before a Board
decision is made,” Hudson said.

6. Closed meetings
Asked whether some Board

meetings should be closed, Hud-
son replied, “No. I would continue
with open work sessions and
open meetings where the com-
munity has their input into each
motion that is made before the
vote. I don’t mind saying what I
need to say whether I am behind
closed doors or not. I don’t have
any problem working in open.”

“The one thing that bothers
me,” Hudson added, “is that, at
the work session we ought to be
facing  each other in a square.
We’re not there for the audience
— to be playing to the commu-

nity. We’re there to discuss and
work back and forth. The com-
munity is welcome there to see
and hear what is going on. But
there’s no input from communi-
t y  un less they s ign up in
advance.”

7. Assignment
“If reelected, and the Board that

is elected feels I have done a
good job as Treasurer, then I
would continue in that position,”
Hudson said when asked what
job he would like on the Board.
“It’s just who the other six vote
in if I’m reelected.”

Working with Truesdell
Hudson and SLLA President

Don Truesdell have had an on-
going feud that has often come
to the surface in Board meetings.
The Times asked whether Hud-
son could work with Truesdell.

“I can,” he answered. “It just
depends on the other person’s
feelings.” 

“If last night is indicative,” he
added, referring to an unusual-
ly peaceful February 13 Work
Session, “we worked together last
night, all seven of us.”
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Just in case you may have
had a bummer of a week, did you
read about the concert violinist
who fell down a flight of steps and
crushed his million dollar instru-
ment? Talk about a bad day at
the office.

I can’t imagine a job where
you carry around a seven-fig-
ure piece of carved wood like a
common piece of luggage –
much less the agony of smash-
ing it to bits! 

Not that I ’d recognize a
Guadagnini or Stradivarius mas-
terpiece from a beginner’s hack
fiddle. Though I’ve heard in vio-
lins their true quality is imbedded
deep in the wood rather than
visible on the surface. 

Funny how this also neatly
sums up those human traits we
all would hope to attain: sub-

stance over the superficial.
In gardens and jewelry, I’ve

been known to let those stan-
dards slide. Experience has
taught me that flowers, actually
all plant matter, prefer to live
somewhere other than within
my reach. 

I often tease that I can hear
their little blossom voices scream-
ing in terror when I draw near,
“No, not more water!”

Yes, plants don’t seem to live
long under my roof so I’ve
learned to appreciate the silk
and dried varieties. 

My faux jewels are another
collection born of trauma: I decid-
ed paste looked just as good
as ice the day I almost lost my
engagement diamond. After shak-
ing loose from its setting, that lit-
tle rock – no bigger than a dew

drop – was nearly impossible
to find. I decided then and there
that anything of real value in life
should be at least big enough to
be seen without my glasses.

In life as we open one door we
also

seem to close another and with
this decree came a new set of
problems. Yet again toeing the line
of superficial via vanity, I wear
those small, frameless eye-
glasses that become invisible
when laid upon any surface –

including my face, I hope. The
result is that I frequently find
myself, head ducked down to
table level, squinting and curs-
ing my way through the house in
a desperate search for lost spec-

tacles.
A specta-

cle indeed
fo r  t h e
neighbors,
should they
catch me in
the act! 

Luckily our
grand cabin

in the woods provides plenty of
privacy, at least from human
eyes. I shudder to think what
the resident squirrels, opos-
sums, snakes, deer, raccoons,
frogs, fox, and assorted birds
think of my antics. And yes, I

have come into close physical
contact with each of the afore-
mentioned species at least once
over the past few years. 

With the exception of those
rare woman-meets-beast-
woman-shrieks, face to face
encounters in the dark of night,
I find comfort in knowing that
such a diverse ecosystem thrives
in our community.

And as I bang away at the
keyboard in my home office, I am
fortunate to have the glory of
Mother Nature’s best quite lit-
erally at my backdoor. 

So while my choice of vocation
didn’t come with a priceless
instrument, at least I got the
million dollar view. 

A little like Walden . . . without the pond
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Laura’s
Learning Curve

Laura Douglass

Dear Editor:
I would like to respond to the

recent WEE Ballfield articles
and specifically address Mrs.
Burrell’s volunteering her time and
talents, and sometimes her hus-
band’s, to refurbishing this facil-
ity. My husband and I were pres-
ent at the ballfield in June of
2006 when she was presented
the ‘Volunteer of the Month
Award’ from Moore County
Schools “that recognizes an indi-
vidual [or group] who exemplifies
the outstanding qualities that

we admire and respect in Moore
County Schools’ volunteers.” We
then were informed that of the
more than 7,000 volunteers in the
Moore County School system
only one award per month is
presented!

Having attended many a WEE
festival, talent show, etc., I have
personally seen Sandi’s dedi-
cated commitment to improv-
ing her children’s school through-
out the years. We also agree
with Moore County Schools. 

Without killing a dead horse

again, people/companies support
and/or make donations usually
for a specific purpose where
they want to advertise their prod-
uct – not always just because it
is the right thing to do [excluding
the church, of course]. If funds
are being solicited for general or
multiple purposes, it should be
so stated out of courtesy to the
contributor. If they notice that
their donation is not presented
in a positive way, this will tend to
discourage future contributions.

Being a volunteer myself for

twenty plus years and still run-
ning, I am very much aware that
volunteers are especially dedi-
cated and reliable to an organ-
ization or project they believe
in. Volunteers can be difficult to
locate and should always be
appreciated. One that is not,
tends to resist further partici-
pation. 

Recently, I received recognition
for my eight plus years of ded-
icating my talents to an organi-
zation that I enjoyed serving. It
did give me some personal pride
to know that there really was
someone out there that recog-
nized me for my talents and
skills, although usually an ‘atta
boy’ is sufficient.

Our school buildings, students,

senior citizens, churches, Habi-
tat, local hospitals, charitable
organizations, etc. all need vol-
unteers and even though they
may shrug it off, they deeply
appreciate being recognized for
their efforts.

Appreciate your volunteers
and be honest and open con-
cerning their objectives. They
can save an organization thou-
sands of dollars which their
budgets cannot afford.

I want to close with what my
husband always says: “First
Health Moore Regional Hospital
would have to close their doors
were it not for volunteers!” Always,
always treat them courteously.

Do Shaver
Seven Lakes North

Volunteers too valuable to be squandered
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Dear Editor:
Because of all the hidden

agendas behind the SLLA Board,
and the carryover of these agen-
das into the coming election, I
feel a pertinent question for
every candidate would be:

“Do you support the idea of a
person who is suing the Board
being on the Board, or running
for the Board?”

George Stahl
Seven Lakes North

Good question



Dear Editor:
Let me get this straight
The famous humorist, Will

Rogers, had a tag line, “All I
know is what I read in the
papers!” Believe me, if Will were
alive today, I’ll bet he’d have

gathered lots of new material
from our Seven Lakes Times
over the past few months. The
squabbling of the SLLA board
members has been fertile ground
for much faultfinding.

He’d learn that our SLLA board

has a secretary that has not
kept accurate minutes of the
board’s meetings. He also would
learn that the board president
wasn’t even aware of this until
recently. He’d learn that the chair-
man of the nominating commit-

tee, which is mandates to have
at least two other appointed
members, never appointed any-
one. 

The fact that the board’s treas-
urer ran for election on the plat-
form that he wanted to reduce
expenses, then turned around
and sued the board over a vote
in which his opinion did not pre-
vail, would’ve given Mr. Rogers
a lot of humorous political mate-
rial. 

He’d pick up the fact that the
maintenance committee has
held one meeting since Sep-
tember 2006. He’d acquire the
knowledge that even if a serial
killer somehow became a board

member, there is no way in which
that person could be legitimately
removed.

Recent Seven Lakes Times
editorials have urged that the
board shape up. I say “amen”
to those requests. I also urge
the citizenry to come out and
vote for the new candidates so
that we may get “new blood”
and more effective board mem-
bers for this wonderful commu-
nity.

Then again, what do I know?
All I know is what I read in the
papers.

Rollin Tomberlin
Seven Lakes South 
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Why are we so busy?
• State of the art body shop & service.
• Tire & Oil change competitive pricing.
• Hand-picked pre-owned cars certified by Carfax.
• The fairest pricing on all vehicles.

Stop by today to see for yourself why we’re the dealer of 
choice for so many people.

BILL SMITH
Southern Pines • 692-8765

www.billsmithford.com

Ladies & Gentlemen of
Seven Lakes North & South:

Several of us who have worked
or are working on the finance,
maintenance, and lakes and
dams committees regret that
we find it necessary to make
public our findings and share
our conclusions. They are quite
simply that: 

In Maintenance: We have
failed to establish oversight over
a budget of approximately
$300,000 per year. We must
exercise greater control, priori-
tize work orders, evaluate per-
formance and the efficient use
of our employees’ time.

In Lakes & Dams: We have
either disregarded or failed to rou-
tinely follow state mandated pro-
cedures for earthen dam oper-
ation and maintenance. The
result of this neglect has been
and will continue to be the
absorption of additional costs
to protect and maintain our great-
est assets. 

Our Infrastructure: Suffers
from the lack of an adequate
Long Range Plan. And, we have

no such committee in place to
develop one. We must protect
and maintain our roads, our
dams, and our other physical
facilities and establish inviolate
reserves to do so. This means a
change in attitude and becom-
ing proactive rather than reactive.

In Controls: We find little evi-
dence of controls over the use
of company vehicles or other
assets. Maintenance logs for
our dams, and /or our roads do
not exist. A multitude of questions
remain regarding these assets,
and the costs necessary to pro-
tect and replace them if indeed
we must.  

Administration: We find that
the problems described above
are widespread and sympto-
matic of a lack of direction and
planning on the part of man-
agement for which we pay some
$225,000 per year in adminis-
trative costs. 

Past boards and residents in
general bear part of the blame
but the lack of proactive man-
agement over the past twenty
years is the one common

denominator. 
In the final analysis, our report

card is nothing to write home
about.

We hope that you will vote for
those candidates for the board,
who you feel, will best guard
your investment and who will
pledge to work strenuously to cor-
rect these failings.

We ask also that you con-
sider volunteering your own tal-
ents and time to the commit-
tees of your interest and choice
and thus to your community. 

Jim Allen, Bill Gross, 
Jerry Johnson, Jay Kenzel,

Andy Lowe, Jack McCarthy,
Charlie Oliver, 

Loren Swearingen

SLLA report card not so hot

Soup and Packaged Dinner
Calendar for March

3
White Bean Chicken
Chili

Shepherd’s Pie
Dinner

4
Vegetable Soup �

Tarragon Chicken
Dinner

5
Beef Barley Soup �

Broccoli Manicotti
Dinner �

6
Mushroom Bisque

Crab Cakes Dinner �

7
Manhattan Clam
Chowder �

Beef Stroganoff
Dinner

10
Corn Chowder

Bombay Shrimp
Curry Dinner �

11
Tomato Dill Soup

Lemon Chicken with
Rosemary Orzo

12
Chicken Dumpling
Soup

Pot Roast Dinner

13
Beef Vegetable Soup �

Herb-Crusted Salmon
Dinner �

14
New England Clam
Chowder

Pork with Apples
Dinner �

17
Split Pea with Ham
Soup

Corned Beef with
Cabbage Dinner

18
Potato Leek Soup

Chicken Pot Pie
Dinner

19
Lentil Soup  �

Two Bean Enchiladas
Dinner �

20
Mexican Meatball
Soup

Pecan-Crusted
Tilapia Dinner

21
Asparagus
Vichyssoise �

Basil Shrimp with
Feta Dinner

24
Tuscan White Bean
Soup �

Salisbury Steak
Dinner

25
French Onion Soup

Chicken Divan Dinner

26
Broccoli Spinach
Soup  �

Sausage Cheese
Manicotti Dinner

27
Crab & Shrimp Bisque

Sesame Salmon
with Wasabi Mayo
Dinner �

28
Creamy Chicken
Alphabet Soup

Chicken Enchiladas
Dinner

31
Black Bean Soup �

Meatloaf Dinner

April 1
Shrimp & Sausage
Gumbo

Chicken Parmesan
Dinner

April 2
Vegetable Soup �

Herb-Roasted Turkey
Dinner

April 3
Beef Barley Soup �

Spice-Crusted Tilapia
Dinner �

April 4
Manhattan Clam
Chowder �

Peachy Pork
Dinner �

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

5050 Hwy. 211 • West End

Call 910-673-2211 to Place Your Order!
Monday – Friday 11:00 am – 6:30 pm  •  We are happy to accept your cash or check for payment.

� Try our low-fat,
low-carb selections!

THE GORENFLO LAW FIRM,THE GORENFLO LAW FIRM, PLLCPLLC
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• BUSINESS LAW • CIVIL LITIGATION
• FAMILY LAW • EMPLOYMENT LAW

• TRAFFIC OFFENSES

ATTORNEYS

MMICHAELICHAEL GGORENFLOORENFLO

RROBERTOBERT BBIERBAUMIERBAUM

1100 Seven Lakes Drive, Suite H
6535 Seven Lakes Village

West End, NC 27376

TELEPHONE : (910) 673-1325        FAX: (910) 673-1327

E-MAIL: GorenfloLaw@AOL.COM

105 SEVEN LAKES COURT

6355 SEVEN LAKES VILLAGE

WEST END, NC 27376
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Dear Editor,
On January 30 the Seven

Lakes Landowners' Association
did what we consider to be  an
illegal bylaws change.  The
motion and vote was to find a
way to replace Laura Douglass,
who said that she is resigning
from the Board of Directors.

Since the vote seemed to be
headed to another controver-
sial split vote on the issue of
Laura Douglass' replacement
for her Board seat, Donna
Stephan voted for the motion
in an attempt to avoid another
public disgrace. This motion
must be resinded.

Currently there is no vacancy
on the Board of Directors, as
the Board has received no res-
ignation.

To make our position clear,

we think that the established
rules of the Bylaws should be
obeyed.  We have no problem
with the person getting the fourth
highest vote total in the next
election being appointed to fill the
remaining term of a Board vacan-
cy.  We will commit to vote for that
method of filling her vacant
Board seat if Mrs. Douglass
resigns before the election.

However, allowing her to par-
ticipate in any vote or discussion
to fill her position does not follow
the mandate of the Bylaws.

The motion voted and passed
at the January 30 meeting must
be rescinded.

Michael Florence
Steve Hudson

Donna Stephan
Directors, Seven Lakes

Landowners Association

Board vote
ignored bylaws

Dear Editor:
Recently, I made the difficult

decision to resign my seat on the
Seven Lakes Landowners Asso-
ciation [SLLA] board. While I
continue to be committed to
working for and improving our
community as a volunteer and
Recreation Committee member,
I am no longer comfortable serv-
ing as a Director.

By resigning midterm, I have
created a one-year vacancy on
the board. To fill a vacant seat,
our Bylaws stipulate that first
consideration be given to the
resident receiving the next largest
number of votes in the previ-
ous election. 

With another election looming
in the very near future, I made
a conscientious effort to resolve
my vacancy with as little politi-

cal machination as necessary by
delaying my resignation until
the eve of our Annual Meeting.
In so doing, I hoped the board
would make the reasoned deci-
sion to look to the current elec-
tion to determine the candidate
to fill my vacancy, rather than
reaching back ten or eleven
months for an appointee. 

To accomplish this task, I pro-
posed a resolution to appoint
the fourth-highest vote getter in
the next election rather than a
named individual. 

Th is  ac t ion ,  wh ich  was
approved by five of the seven
directors, places the decision
of who will serve on the board in
the hands of the voting members
of Seven Lakes — exactly where
it belongs.

I feel the resolution worked

creatively within the Bylaws,
rather than trying to change
them. 

I also offered to recuse myself
from voting on the motion, but the
presiding officer ruled that I
should participate in the vote. 

I am disappointed that the
validity of the motion is now
being questioned. 

My only goal in pursuing this
resolution was to give the
landowners the right to decide
who will represent them in the
coming year. 

I find it difficult to understand
why anyone would be opposed
to such a simple, fair, and dem-
ocratic idea.

Laura Douglass
Director, Seven Lakes

Landowners Association

SLLA voters should
decide who fills seat

Move to replace Douglass sparks debate

Dear Editor:
Peg Berger simplifies the

issues facing Seven Lakes North
and South in her letter to the
editor in the most recent edi-
tion of The Seven Lakes Times.
She says that there is an issue
with the Country Club’s right to

sell their property.  That is not
true.  The disagreement is how
the property can be used.  

Don Truesdell encouraged
me and was pleased when I
agreed to defend in court the
integrity of the covenants and
preserve the land as planned

in 1976. It is my belief that I
(yes, I) assured with recorda-
tion of maps and application of
restrictive covenants that the
land would be open area and not
developed.  

This is a legal question and not
a popularity contest. I believe
that development of the property
into high-density housing will
destroy the face of our commu-
nity and along with the issues dis-
cussed below will affect property
values much longer than the
current discord.  

Long after the discord has
been resolved and forgotten we
will see the effect of what hap-
pens to the property at the Seven
Lakes South Entrance.  

Our management has allowed
the community to waste money,
sometimes in violation of North
Carolina Laws, in very large
amounts. 

We have unknown expendi-
tures on our infrastructure that
will bring significantly more cost
than we have reserves.  

The quality of housing being
built, the condition of our infra-

structure, and the manner in
which some homes are main-
tained, are the primary reasons
our property values have suf-
fered.   

During Mrs. Berger’s time at
Seven Lakes, we have had only
one community manager.  

Are our volunteer Boards to be
blamed for these issues or should
our paid manager be held
accountable?  The answer is
obvious. 

The future of the North and
South subdivisions is dependent
on making the right decisions
now. I believe this so strongly that

I have committed a significant
amount of money to fight for the
future of our community. 

I join Mrs. Berger in hoping
that everyone will read the posi-
tions of the candidates for elec-
tion and demand that they com-
mit to address the real problems
before they receive your vote.  

Unlike Mrs. Berger, the gen-
tlemen she criticized speak to the
real issues. 

D. Alan Shaw
Seven Lakes South

Letter writer Berger misses the real issues

Family Owned
Southern Pines • Pinehurst 
West End/Seven Lakes

BOLES
Funeral Home & Crematory, Inc.

692-6262  •  673-7300

Dear Editor:
We in Seven Lakes West are

very fortunate to have a good
slate of candidates running for
the Board. 

There is one candidate who is
uniquely qualified for a seat on
the Board. That candidate is Ed
Silberhorn. 

As an attorney, he has prac-
ticed law as a village attorney and
represented homeowners asso-
ciations. He is an extremely well
qualified person who cares about
our community and has the abil-
ity to hear the many sides of
an issue before making deci-
sions. 

We plan to vote for Ed Sil-
berhorn with the knowledge that
we have a candidate who has the
legal expertise we need for the
position of legal director on the
Board.

Personally, we know Ed as a
member of the teaching staff at
Sandhills Community College, a
member of the Sailing Club and
ESU. 

He wants to see our commu-
nity prosper and continue to be
the best place to build a great
community.

Jerry and Patt Lewin
Seven Lakes West

A vote for Silberhorn



Dear Editor:
After recently attending the

candidates night at our com-
munity center, it became appar-
ent to us that three highly qual-
ified candidates rose to the top
of the list. 

These three candidates were
well-prepared, well-spoken, and
proposed their visions and ideas
that would best serve our com-
munity.

These candidates are Karen
Milligan, Ron Shepard, and Ed
Silberhorn. 

Karen has served on numer-
ous Westside committees and
would be an excellent voice for

the younger residents of Seven
Lakes West. 

Ron Shepard would be an
outstanding board choice, he
has extremely involved in every
community where he has previ-
ously lived. Also, Ron’s suc-
cessful business management
background would be an asset
for Seven Lakes West.  

We feel that any homeowner’s
association should have a board
member with a strong legal back-
ground. 

Ed Silberhorn certainly meets
this criteria, Ed brings a vast
amount of legal experience with
homeowners and condominium

boards. We were also impressed
with Ed’s idea of creating a Legal
Affairs committee to help and
assist managing all Westside
legal matters.

We feel that these candidates
are the best choice to serve on
and work with our current home-
owners board of directors.

Larry and Kristie Elliott
Seven Lakes West
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Three top-shelf candidates

LAKE FRONT ON SEQUOIA
110 Scuppernong. Split plan, hard-

wood floors throughout entire house,
spectacular views.  

$389,000
Call Tammy 603-5300 

SEE ALL OUR LISTINGS AT
WWW.FRONTGATEPINEHURST.COM

206 Commerce Avenue, Southern Pines, NC 28387

(910) 692-5553

WATERFRONT ON LAKE AUMAN!
Gorgeous 180 degree views from this

waterfront, cul-de-sac lot on Lake
Auman.  Large lot, gentle slope, bulk-

head and dock. $475,000
Call Shannon!

SHANNON STITES, Broker
910 9926231

ShannonStites@nc.rr.com
www.ShannonStites.com

WWW.111SEMINOLECOURT.COM
New Construction in Seven Lakes

North.  3 Bedrooms / 2 Baths, front
& rear porches, granite, stainless,

vaulted ceilings.  $250,000
Call Shannon!

SEVEN LAKES NORTH
3 Bed / 2 Bath on cul-de-sac in Seven
Lakes North.  Recently updated with

hardwood floors & fresh paint.
$185,000

Call Shannon!

WWW.110RECTORDRIVE.COM
3 Bedrooms / 3 ½ Baths on cul-de-

sac in Seven Lakes West!  2900 sq. ft.,
formal & informal living, Carolina

room.  $410,000
Call Shannon!

WATERFRONT ON LAKE AUMAN!
Quiet cove lot on a cul-de-sac near

front gate.  Dock already built. Water
is clear and ready for your boat!

$199,900
Call Shannon!

TAMMY LYNE, Broker
910 6035300

www.TammyLyne.com

7 LAKES OFFICE CONDO
Completely renovated,
two story, kitchenette.

$140,000

GREAT BUILDING LOTS!
———— SEVEN LAKES WEST ————

Lot 7017 Lamplighter Ln.  . . . . . . . .0.80 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $79,000
Lot 7013 Lamplighter Ln.  . . . . . . . .1.08 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $56,000
Lot 5445 Patman Ct.  . . . . . . . . . . . .0.74 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $59,500
Lot 4192 Fawnwood Dr.  . . . . . . . . .0.62 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $57,900

———— SEVEN LAKES SOUTH ————
Lot 2005 W. Devonshire Ave.  . . . .0.53 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . $17,500

LAKE FRONT, MCLENDON HILLS
NEW construction by Dream Devel-
opers, rich details & fine craftsman-

ship, 5 bedrooms, 4 baths.  $849,900. 
Call Tammy 603-5300 
or Rebecca 315-4141

NEW LISTING!

ASK ABOUT OUR LOTS
FOR LEARNING & BACK
PACK PALS PROGRAMS!

The longer I live, the more the
differences in people’s beliefs,
habits, or attitudes tend to fade
from my consciousness. What
rises to the surface is the clean,
shining fact that we are all

blessed with the potential for
appreciating, acknowledging,
and acting upon the similarities
that exist between all of us.

Sometimes the smallest irk
about someone’s opinions
seems to fester in us – for no
good reason, often.

As is said, “It’s easy to find
fault, but not quite as natural to
heap praise.”

Let’s look at ourselves in the
bathroom mirror. Are we real-
ly that perfect? Even with that
little blemish just below the
right eye? And at parties, do we
ask the right kind of questions
to elicit sound and thoughtful,
though abbreviated, disserta-
tions?

Each of us has a storehouse
of some level of philosophical

thought derived from our jour-
ney here on earth. It’s because
we have watched, listened,
looked for answers. Our opin-
ions are accepted, or faintly
pondered, or politely rejected.

You can disagree
with a very good

f r i e n d . B u t
nothing, like a
little hur t or
t wo  shou ld
ever override
the depth of a
b a s i c a l l y
sound rela-
tionship, one
of the greatest
g i f t s  i n  t he

span of life.
Most of us are able to get our

brains tuned up and refreshed
for each day and find ourselves
equipped with an open mind to
deal with whatever vicissitudes
may appear on the horizon.

Yes, pauses for reflection
are the tonics that release us
from the sometimes relentless
and stressful pace of our soci-
ety.

Happiness can be interrupt-
ed by a variety of circum-
stances. But the human psyche
can somehow carry us through
the vast majority of symptoms
so that we can emerge and
continue our journey backed by
faith, well-imbedded in our
souls. 

In search of
an open mind

Mason’s
Musings

Mason Gould

Dear Editor:
Seven Lakes West Landown-

ers are indeed fortunate to have
such a strong slate of candi-
dates for board positions to be
filled with the March election.
Board directors face a chal-
lenging and time-consuming
task — a task best served by
thoughtful people who are open-
minded, forthright, and diligent. 

Candidate Karen Milligan is
such a person. 

She has assumed an active

role in the community serving on
the Recreation Committee, chair-
ing the Children’s Christmas
Party, and serving as president
of the Beaconettes Ladies Nine-
Hole Golf group.

Karen is a person of integrity,
energy, and passion. She’s real
and is  deser v ing o f  your
trust…and your vote.

Nelda Cockman
Seven Lakes West

Milligan’s the one



The Seven Lakes Landowners
Association Annual Meeting is
scheduled for Sunday, March
16. At this meeting the results of
the election will be announced.
The silent majority will have their
chance to speak at the ballot
box. Please remember these
facts before you vote and please
remember to vote.  Your vote is
very important. 

Ron Erskine and his friends in
the Concerned Citizens Coun-
cil [CCC] published a letter to the
editor in The Seven Lakes Times
dated January 25, 2008. Mr.
Erskine stated that I am the rea-
son why this board is fractured
beyond belief and dysfunction-
al and that I should resign. 

This board is fractured beyond
belief and dysfunctional for one
reason and one reason only. Mr.
Hudson, the treasurer and a
director, is a named plaintiff in the
lawsuit against the Association.  

The board was informed by an
email from Mr. Shaw dated Feb-
ruary 12, 2008, that Steve and
Mary Hudson and Tom and
Roberta Robinson were being
removed as plaintiffs in the law-
suit against the Association. I
quote from Mr. Shaw’s email:
“This is being done as a cost sav-
ings measure. I [Mr. Shaw] have
no interest in sitting thru nine
hours of depositions and paying
the correspondence cost.”  

The fact that Steve and Mary
Hudson and Tom and Roberta

Robinson have been removed
from the lawsuit has not yet
been confirmed because as of
this writing the Association’s
lawyers have not been notified.  

You cannot un-ring the bell.  
Because of Mr. Hudson’s direct

involvement in this lawsuit we
have had to spend

$9,156.50, of your money in
legal fees [$5,000.00 deductible
limit on our liability insurance
and $4,156.50, from August 7,
2007, the date the suit was filed
thru January 31, 2008] to defend
the Association.  

Let me put it another way.
There are nine [9] justices that
sit on the United States Supreme
Court. They frequently have split
decisions and a judge in the
minority will then publish a dis-
senting opinion. Does that judge
in the minority then go back and
sue the court and his colleagues
to reverse the decision? The
answer is of course not! This is
exactly what Mr. Hudson has
done with the Seven Lakes
Landowners Association Board
of Directors.

The person who should resign

is Mr. Hudson. It is unfortunate
that Mr. Erskine cannot sepa-
rate the facts from his emotions.

Mr. Florence published an arti-
cle in the March 2, 2007, Seven
Lakes Times, page 32, stating:
“Also, since I work full time I
have not had the time to organ-

ize a Neighbor-
hood Watch
P r o g r a m .
Please contact
me if you are
interested in
h e l p i n g  to
organize and
run this group.
I ,  a n d  t h e

Board, will support you in what
ever way we can.”  

For the record a Neighbor-
hood Watch Program was never
implemented.

Also Mr. Florence is the sec-
retary of the board and one of
those responsibilities is to take
minutes at Closed Meetings.
However, it has recently come to
our attention that he failed to
record any minutes at several key
Closed Meetings. 

And to think that Mr. Erskine,
Mr. Florence, and Mr. Hudson are
running for election to the board!
Please remember these facts
when deciding on the candi-
dates for whom you vote. Thank
you.
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A few points to consider before you vote

Your Turn
Don Truesdell

President, Seven Lakes
Landowners Assoc.

Dr. Pete McKay — Family Dentistry

Dr. Pete McKay, DDS

• Smile Makeovers
• Bleaching
• Root Canal 

Therapy
• Non-surgical 

Periodontal 
Therapy

• Children’s 
Dentistry

• Nitrous Oxide

• Partials & Dentures
• Crowns & Bridges
• Care Credit

(No interest pay-
ments up to 18
months)

• Assignment of
Insurance Benefits

• MasterCard, VISA,
Discover

WE CATER TO COWARDS!

120 Grant Street
Seven Lakes Village

Mon – Thurs 7:30 – 3:00
673-0113

Now Accepting New Patients!

FIRST BANK for life.™

EQUAL HOUSING LENDER MEMBER FDIC

Banking. Insurance. Investments. We’re First Bank, and we
cover all of your financial needs with first-class services and
local banking specialists. With more options to fit your life
and more guidance along the way, you can make the most 
out of your money and get more out of life.

Seven Lakes
4295 Highway 211

West End, NC
910-673-9211

www.firstbancorp.com

• Mortgage Loans 
• Home Equity Loans 
• Checking & Savings Accounts 
• Debit & Credit Cards 
• Internet Banking

See Becky Gilmore or 
Kim Bailey for all your 
financial needs.  

Dear Editor:
Did you know that you can

drop off your old cell phones
for recycling at Mocha Mama's
coffee shop [next to Food Lion]? 

These phones are taken to
the North Carolina Zoo where
they are sent to an organiza-
tion that reconditions them for
free distribution to battered
women as an emergency help-
line.

This is "win-win-win" because
the Zoo receives $4 for each
phone it collects. 

The Zoo then uses those dol-
lars to support an elementary

school in Namibia.
There are thousands of

unused cell phones sitting in
drawers and closets in Moore
County. 

Turn those unused phones
into valuable help for those in
need. 

Remember: recycle drop at
Mocha Mamas. I deliver them to
the Zoo. 

Thanks. 
Jerry Constantino

Seven Lakes West

Dispose of your
cellphone wisely

156 Westgate Dr.  •  Pinehurst, NC 28374  •  Fax: 910.215.5506
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 5073, Pinehurst, NC 28374



Most of the time, disagree-
ment between individuals, and
among groups, is a welcome
and healthy sign. It fosters open
dialogue which often produces
better solutions than either of
the polarized positions could
individually. Obviously, agree-
ment would be the ideal for all,
but rarely can it be achieved in
large groups, so how we handle
the inevitable disagreements is
what we need to address.   

Under our system of gover-

nance in Seven Lakes, policy-
making is entrusted to an elect-
ed group of directors and the
administration of our Association
is the responsibility of the man-
ager. 

Recently, we seem to have
forgotten how we operate. The
CCC folks believe that their pref-
erences should drive what your
board does, regardless of the
wishes of equally concerned
but less vocal neighbors. To be
sure, these people have a right

to feel as they do. However, oth-
ers who are satisfied with the way
things are being done also have
rights. Our board has to serve
them as well.   

It would be far less destructive
if this vocal minority were to act
responsibly while voicing their dis-
agreement, rather than to fan
the flames of discord as they
have been doing. Our board is
very well aware of what the CCC
group believes. They, on the
other hand, must understand

that they are not in the majority.
Continuing to press their caus-
es in the newspaper serves no
purpose and is counterproduc-
tive. 

Denouncing
the actions of
their elected
d i rec to rs  i s
hardly a civil
course to fol-
low; these vol-
unteers were elected to serve us
all, not just the complaining few.
Your board is committed to doing
whatever we feel is in the over-
all best interest of the community.

So, as we approach the end of
another board cycle, I hope that

we can pass a set of rules of con-
duct to guide our discussions
in a more professional manner. 

In my opinion, that would be an
appropriate way to end a dis-
appointing year and to allow the
new board to begin meeting with
proper conduct guidelines in
place.
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Making a case for civil disagreement

673-1180
Feeling Good is the Fun of It!

ATTENTION!
DUE TO GROWING FEAR 
OF THE WORD “WORK”

Our WORKOUTS will now be known as
ATHLETIC SOCIAL HOURS

The 8 am AEROBICS Class will be renamed
GRUNTS AND GOSSIP

WATER EXERCISE Classes will be renamed
LIQUID LANGUISHING CLASSES

POWER & PILATES Classes will be named
PLAYFUL POSING

We hope the new lexicon will take the
fear out of the Athletic Social Hour
(formerly known as “workouts”)

IF YOU WISH TO TRY OUR
FUN FACILITY, PLEASE
BRING IN THIS AD FOR

A FREE WEEK TRIAL.

Dear Editor:
We would like to join others in

enthusiastically supporting Ed Sil-
berhorn’s candidacy for the posi-
tion of Legal Affairs Director for
the Seven Lakes West Landown-
ers Board. 

Mr. Silberhorn has the edu-
cational background and tem-

perament for the position.  We
believe he is uniquely qualified
for this position based on his
years of related experience and
service to similar communities.  

His commitment to the people
of Seven Lakes West is demon-
strated through his service as
Community Advocate, involve-

ment in the Lake Auman water
usage study, and service as
treasurer of the Seven Lakes
Sailing Club, as well as serving
other endeavors supportive of our
community.  His interests in serv-
ing the larger community of
Moore County are evident in
his par ticipation in the lay
Stephen Ministries to assist
members of his church who are
in crisis and his position as a
part-time instructor at Sandhills
Community College.

We believe Mr. Silberhorn is
the best candidate for the posi-
tion of Legal Affairs Director and
urge our friends and neighbors
to cast their vote for Ed.  

Thank you.
Thom. G. and

Johanna P. Moran
Seven Lakes West

The case for Silberhorn

Your Turn
Ed Nuti

Director, Seven Lakes
Landowners Assoc.

Dear Editor:
Because "it's not just rabbits

who multiply like rabbits," the
Moore Humane Society, along
with The Humane Society of
the United States encourages
everyone to take part in the
fourteenth annual Spay Day
USA on February 26. 

One of the best things a
responsible pet owner can do for
their pet is to have him or her
spayed or neutered. Spaying
greatly reduces the chance of
breast cancer and prevents var-
ious reproductive tract disor-
ders, while neutering eliminates
the risk of various testicular dis-
eases.Finally, pets who are
spayed or neutered do not add
to the heartbreaking tragedy of
overpopulation, which results
in shelter workers having to
humanely euthanize of three to
four million homeless cats and
dogs each year. That’s one every
eight seconds. 

Help be part of the solution by
spaying or neutering your pets.
If your pets are already spayed
or neutered you can still get
involved by sponsoring the spay
or neuter of a pet awaiting adop-
tion at Moore Humane Society
or the beloved pet of someone

in need of financial assistance. 
For more information, please

contact Moore Humane Socie-
ty at 947-2631 or visit our web-
site at www.moorehumane.org 

Elizabeth Siebenhar,
Moore Humane Society,

Program Director

The case for spaying

TRAFFIC TICKET TROUBLE?
WORRIED ABOUT INSURANCE ?

RELAX. CALL US. WE’LL HANDLE IT.
Speeding

Moving Violations
DWI

THE GORENFLO LAW FIRM, PLLC
1100 Seven Lakes Drive, Suite H

West End, NC 27376

910-673-1325 Bob Bierbaum

THE GORENFLO LAW FIRM, PLLC
105 SEVEN LAKES COURT

SEVEN LAKES, NC 27376

910-673-1325

Harris & Son
Construction Co., Inc.

SStteevvee HHaarrrriiss // MMiittcchheellll HHaarrrriiss
Unlimited License #23307

Office: (910) 673-3387  •  Fax (910) 673-4418
E-mail: harrisandson@embarqmail.com

““AAllwwaayyss PPrroouudd ttoo SSaayy IItt’’ss HHaarrrriiss BBuuiilltt””



last year, and an additional 2.55
inch deficit recorded in Janu-
ary. A study by the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration [NOAA] predicts drought
conditions persisting through
April 2008.

However, the drought is start-
ing to show signs of improvement
to our west “and hopefully will be
moving in this direction.”

Current and
completed water projects

Brobst reported eighty-four

miles of water line is being laid
to connect the East Moore Water
District [EMWD] to Harnett Coun-
ty. The $1.15 million project
includes a water tank and line
booster station upsizing. This
line is the crucial link neces-
sary for Moore County to receive

a two million gallon per day
water purchase from Harnett
County. A related interconnect
project, a water line along Rt
15/501 at a cost of $771,000, will
connect the EMWD to Pine-
hurst, which ultimately feeds
Seven Lakes, is expected to be

complete by the end of week. 
Completed in May 2007, anoth-

er water line, this one along NC
211 plus a booster station, at a
cost of $1.15 million, increased
the Seven Lakes system capac-
ity from .68 million gallons per day
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NEAR THE BEACH— A block from
Sequoia Pt. 3 BR, 2BA, fantastic Car-
olina Rm, beautifully landscaped pri-
vate lot, low maintenance exterior on
Primrose Ct. New tile in baths, kitchen,
utility rm & Carolina Rm  . . . $220,000

SEQUOIA LAKEVIEW - Wonderful
home with unique floor plan. Two story
with two Master Suites! View the beau-
tiful lake from the wooden decks and
balcony. Comfortable and in excellent
condition!  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$254,500

RENOVATED GEM - New listing in
SL North, located near Sequoia Beach
area. Super condition with master BR
on the main level and 2 BR above. Fire-
place in great rm, separate family rm,
workshop, huge bonus rm  . . $229,500

HIGHLY DESIRABLE TOWN-
HOUSE – Priced for quick sale. Three
bedroom, two bath with Carolina Room
and very nice open floor plan. Great lo-
cation near the south gate and the
Seven Lakes Country Club. . . $155,000

WATERFRONT ON LITTLE JU-
NIPER - Lovely home (over 2000 sqft)
with Carolina Rm, large great rm, large
kitchen with breakfast bar, masonry fire-
place with gas logs, super views of the
lake from most rooms . . . .$239,000

113 Winsford Circle -
Under Contract

117 Primrose Circle - 
New Listing

Lot #2574R - Serious Reduction
11 Deer Track Drive - SOLD!
New Listing - Commercial
Office Space $110,000

FEBRUARY
ACTION

NEW CONSTRUCTION - 7 Lakes
South near bus stop. Lots of very nice
upgrades in this 3 BR (split plan) with
separate office. Cathedral ceilings, hard-
wood & tile, rear porch, front porch, &
stainless steel appliances. . . . $242,000

Debbie Miriello-Stewart
Broker/Realtor

www.debbiemiello.com
dmiriello@nc.rr.com

John A. Whelan
Broker/Owner

www.WhelanRealty.com
John@WhelanRealty.com

Veronica &  Alexandra
Whelan with GRANDPA

COLONIAL IN 7 LAKES SOUTH -
Large home with 4 BR and 2.5 BA,
hardwood floors in DR & LR, new ap-
pliances, lots of attic storage, located on
three lots (1.79 acres) across street from
the golf course (8th hole) . . . .$249,000

LAKE AUMAN WATERFRONT
BARGAIN - Six bedrooms, four baths
with new hardwood floors in great room
and new tile in kitchen.  Boat dock with
lift.  A must see.  

 . . .Won't last long at $580,000

GOLF FRONT ON 17th HOLE – All
brick home priced to sell & immaculate.
Upgrades included. Spacious kitchen
and eat in area. Relax in the Master suite
with Jacuzzi tub & separate shower.
Enjoy the view!  . . . . . . . . . . $305,000

FEATURED HOME
LAKEFRONT ON

BIG JUNIPER LAKE
This new listing has a great
view of the lake and includes
a large Carolina room, split
bedroom, vaulted ceilings
and more. Call us for an

appointment. 
$249,900

Visit our Site to take Visual Tours of our listings and
to Access the Entire MLS for the Area (updated daily).

2008 Pocket And Desk Calendars Now Available.  Stop In The Office For Your Copy!

673-1818

TOTALLY REMODELED & UP-
GRADED – Located in 7 Lakes South
this beautiful ranch has hardwood bam-
boo floors, upgraded kitchen cabinets,
stainless steel appliances & more. You
have to see it to believe it! . . .$248,000

ALL BRICK 2 STORY - Beautiful
Northside home on large wooded corner
lot near amenities. MBR on main level
with 2 BR on 2nd floor. Sep. DR, large
screened porch, neat family rm with ma-
sonry fireplace (gas logs)  . . . $248,000

SEVEN LAKES LOTS
WATER FRONT

#3157 - Lake Auman - $279,900
#3388 - Lake Auman - $299,000
#3389 - Lake Auman - $299,000

GOLF FRONT
#2188 - SOLD! - $35,000
#2396 - 4th Hole - $35,000

#6146 - View 3 Holes at BRCC - $59,500
COMMERCIAL LOTS

#114 - $8,000
INTERIOR

#1012 - Large Lot with 
Good Perc - $25,000

#1014 - Great Investment
with Good Perc - $25,750

#1015 - Private with Good Perc - $26,500
#196 - Reduced/ Dbl Lots - $27,000
#215/220 - Reduced! - $28,500
#1004/05 - Two/wet - $6,900
#2574R - Lake View - $19,000
#2475 - Really Nice - $21,500

INTERIOR (CONT.)
#2495 - Private - $20,000

#2514 - Good Perc - $24,900
#2545 - Cul-de-sac - $15,000
#5218R - Double -$79,000

#5433 - Under Contract! - $47,500
ACREAGE

Two 10 Acre Lots (Adjacent) 
– off of NC-705 Whelan Realty, L.L.C

South Park Offices, Unit #1 1008 Seven Lakes Drive 
6523 Seven Lakes Village
Seven Lakes, NC 27376

Office: 673-1818 • 800-267-1810 
Home: 673-8024 • Cell: 910-783-8024

Fax: 673-1555 
E-mail: john@whelanrealty.com

Cedar Wood Home
kits now available

through 
Whelan Realty. 

Stop by the office 
for a preview

(Continued from front page)

(See “Water,” p. 43)



[MGD] to .91 MGD. 
Two smaller projects detailed

by Brobst that affect Seven Lakes
are the Water Tower Interconnect
[$407,000] and Pinehurst Well 5A
Project [$307,000].

Explaining the need for the
water  tower
interconnec-
t ion, Brobst
s a i d ,  “ W i t h
water coming
from Pinehurst,
the Westside
tank would rise
qu ick ly  and
overflow before
the Northside
tank was full.”

B l e n d i n g
water from the
newly drilled
Pinehurst Well
5 A  w i t h  a n
establ ished
well, pulled off
line due to a
low radium level reading, will
add another 227,000 GPD capac-
ity.

Water Source Study 
Last year the Moore County

Summit recommended a com-
munity-wide water study be con-
ducted. Completed in December
by McGill & Associates, they
made thirteen recommendations
including extend water service
from Montgomery County to
Seven Lakes along NC 211;
partnering with the Town of Rob-
bins to return the 1.5 MGD Rob-
bins water treatment plant to
service; extend water line from
Robbins to Seven Lakes, and
in conjunction, extend service
from Seven Lakes to Foxfire.

Additional recommendations
were to correct a bottleneck from
Southern Pines to Pinehurst,
encourage county and local
leaders to attend an upcoming
public meeting on the Inter-basin
Transfer [IBT] process, and pro-
vide a complete legal and tech-
nical review of all water pur-
chase agreements.

IBT laws are defined by the
state and govern the movement
of water from one river basin to
another. Implemented in 1994, a
modification made in 2007, “has
created a lengthy, difficult, and
expensive process for entities
to obtain an IBT certificate,” said
Brobst. 

The law limits the transfer of

water from any one basin to
another at two million gallons
per day. Moore County’s three
separate river basins intersect
here in Seven Lakes. 

Addressing those recom-
mendations that specifically affect
Seven Lakes, Brobst said inter-

connec t i ng
w i t h  M o n t -
gomery Coun-
ty, at a cost of
$2.75 million,
would have a
poor  re turn
ratio.

“The most
w e  c o u l d
expect to get
is 500,000 gal-
lons a day –
that’s a lot of
money for that
a m o u n t  o f
water,” said
Brobst.

The cost to
return to serv-

ice the Town of Robbins water
treatment plant is undergoing
study. The cost to connect Seven
Lakes to Robbins is anticipated
at $3.6 million. However, Robbins
would be able to provide upwards
of two million gallons per day.

“If you work out the numbers,
yes Robbins is more expensive
but may turn out to be a better
long term investment,” said Brob-
st.

County Commissioner Tim
Lea, in attendance at the Seven
Lakes Civic Group meeting, has
championed this option said
Brobst.

Future Rate Structures
Completing those projects

identified as necessary and
required will add $13 million in
debt to the system, explained
Brobst.

“We [Public Works] operate
as an enterprise fund and no
general tax revenues fund water
or sewer projects,” said Brobst.

Currently Moore County water
and sewer rates are in the lower
third of all North Carolina coun-
ties, with Lee and Chatham
Counties at the high end.

“The present rate structure is
insufficient to fund these improve-
ments,” said Brobst, “and l antic-
ipate a significant rate increase
– based on estimates a thirty per-
cent increase is not out of the
question.”

For the average Seven Lakes

residence, this will increase the
monthly water and sewer bill
from $16.50 per month to $21.50.

Water Restrictions
While Seven Lakes remains

under Stage 3 Mandatory Water
Restrictions, Brobst reported
that he is hopeful that with good
conservation practices and
upcoming water system improve-
ments, hand-watering may be
permitted soon.

“I don’t want to be in a position
to make promises but as long as
everyone is careful and con-
servative, it’s going to be all
right.”

Public Comment
A resident suggested that

water rates were too cheap.
Brobst replied that he can only
recommend an increase, the
Board of Commissioners make
the final decision.

“It’s critical that we set rates to
fund these improvements,” said
Brobst.

Northsider Bud Shaver asked
how the county was balancing
new homes against how much
water is available. Brobst said the
new construction is controlled by
the marketplace.

“As homes are built it’s my job

to make sure water is available,”
said Brobst.

A resident asked what was
the upper limit on treatable water
for Moore County. Brobst said
with IBT restrictions, nine million
gallons per day is the maximum
capacity.

A Westside resident asked
whether the county had control
of the first few feet of Lake
Auman’s water. Brobst replied
that the first two feet of water
belongs to the county but was of
no value as a drinking water
source.

A resident asked if the indus-
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Welcome to IDD TherapyTM

Medically supervised
Non-surgical procedure

IDD TherapyTM is a proven and effective treatment for
the relief of lower back syndromes such as hernia-
ted discs, degenerative disc disease and facet syn-
drome. There’s no surgery. No injections. And for the
majority of patients, relief from back pain.

John M. Woodyear, Jr., M.D.

Family Medicine
for All Ages!
116 MacDougall Drive

(Right Beside The Prescription Shoppe)

Seven Lakes, NC 27376

991100--667733--22442222 

507 North Main Street
Troy, NC 27371

991100--557766--00004422 

www.spinacarenc.com
Locations: Albemarle, Asheboro, Concord, Greensboro, Seven Lakes & Troy 

We Specialize in You!
Pediatrics  •  Sports Medicine

Smoking Cessation  •  Minor Surgery
IDD Therapy  •  Workers Comp

“I had had back pain for several weeks and went to the
chiropractor hoping that he would be able to help me.
It was just wasn't getting any better and then I saw a

commercial on television for Spina Care of the
Carolinas and I decided to give them a call.

Now I have completed my treatment and I am
pain-free. I would recommend this treatment

because it really helped me.”
— Jerry Parrish Trinity, NC

The Doctor is In!
We have a physician availble
in our office five days per week!

Family Care Associates Welcomes

DR. PAULINE LETT ANDERSON, MD
To Our Seven Lakes Office

(Continued from page 42)

(See “Water,” p. 45)

Public Works Director
Dennis Brobst



Picerno is the founder and
chairman of Southern Software,
a Southern Pines-based com-
pany frequently in the news this

past year because of their dona-
tion of $225,000 in computer
software to Moore County law
enforcement departments; specif-
ically the Sheriff’s Department,
County Jail, and Public Safety
office.

Previously Moore County had
purchased software from Picer-
no’s company and in 2005,
Southern Software donated a

package to the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment.

A much needed upgrade of
all law enforcement computer
and record management sys-
tems would have required a sub-
stantial additional purchase. 

This need was further com-
plicated by the fact that current
County Commissioner Larry
Caddell is chief executive officer
of Southern Software and a forty
percent owner of the company.
Caddell was not a member of the

board when the previous pur-
chases and donation occurred.

According to Picerno, offer-
ing the county such a gener-
ous gift was a unique chance for

him and his employees to give
back to the community. 

Picerno founded Southern
Software in 1988 with Bill White.
Though he has retired from

actively managing the company,
he continues to serve on the
board of directors. 
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Commissioners race

Nancy Roy Fiorillo

Nick Picerno

(Continued from front page)

by Greg Hankins
Times Editor
The Area A Small Area Plan

Steering Committee presented
the results of sixteen months
of research, public meetings,
brainstorming sessions, and
consensus building — all con-
densed into a 94-page docu-
ment — to the Moore County
Planning Board on Thursday
night, February 7.
The plan is packed with fresh

thinking about how to welcome
development in Area A — a hun-
dred square mile chunk of the
county that includes Seven
Lakes, West End, Eagle Springs,
and Jackson Springs — while
preserving the farm land, for-
est land, and natural and cultural
resources that make folks want

to live here in the first place. 
Steering Committee mem-

bers John Monroe and Jesse
Wimberley presented the plan.
Monroe laid out the Goals,
Objectives, and Strategies the
committee had devised, while
Wimberley told Board members
"let's act now to protect what
we value the most."
That action, however, will be

taken by the Commissioners —
not by the Planning Board. When
the time came to vote on the
plan, Planning Board member
Ron Jackson asked whether
the vote could be delayed for a
few weeks so that he could have
more time to review the docu-
ment.
"We're only voting to pass it on

to the Commissioners," former

Planning Board Chairman Harry
Huberth told Jackson. Huberth
was sitting in the meeting as
an alternate Planning Board
member. 
"We're not voting to approve

or deny . . . We're not endorsing
— or not endorsing — the plan."
Planning Board Chair Nancy

Fiorillo echoed Huberth's point.
"We are just voting to pass this
along to the Commissioners,"
she said. "We are not the
approval body."
The Board ultimately voted

to send the plan to the Com-
missioners with everyone in
favor but Jackson, who sat out
the vote. 

Area A plan moves forward

Advertise in The Times

Books West
HANNAH
COULTER
by Wendell Berry

Sandhills Book Club
THE MEMORY
KEEPER’S DAUGHTER
by Kim Edwards

7 Lakes Bookies
THE GLASS CASTLE
by Jeannette Walls

?

Happy Bookers
THE LAST 

GIRLS
by Lee Smith

Bookies II
THE INNOCENT MAN

by John Grisham

Turning Leaves
ICY SPARKS

by Gwyn Hyman Rubio

Here are the March Picks
of Local Book Groups.
Get your copy today at

Bookshop by
the Lakes!

Who�s Reading What?

Seven Lakes Village (Across from First Bank)

910-673-5900 • Mon-Fri 10-5:30, Sat 10-3 (Closed Wed)

BookGroup by the Lakes
KABUL BEAUTY SCHOOL

by Deborah Rodriguez



submit preliminary department
budgets at the March meeting,
along with brief descriptions of
any major projects.

Public Safety
On January 18, police arrest-

ed a man suspected of robbing
the Foxfire General Store on
March 22, 2006. The man was
identified through a national
database of DNA evidence.
Councilwoman Coker reports
the suspect is not a Foxfire res-
ident but had frequently trav-
eled through the area.

Coker also reports the Fox-
fire Police telephone system was
repaired and working well.

Planning and Zoning
Zoning administrator Mimi

Ainsworth reported twenty-two
homes for sale on the East side
of which nineteen are new con-
struction. There are fourteen
homes for sale on the West side
of the village, of which eight are
new construction. In the previous
thirty day period, two certifi-
cates of occupancy were issued.
Permits for an addition and to
build an accessory building
intended as workshop were also
approved.

Streets
Councilman Vic Koos report-

ed that five of the six Stop signs
ordered by the village were
installed. The location for the
sixth sign has not been deter-
mined. Koos recommends you
contact him or the village office
if you know where a Stop sign is
missing or in need of replace-
ment.

K.R. Mace Electric will be
installing fans and electric boxes
at the Village Park Green shel-
ters. Koos also reported the park
fitness trail was eroding again.

“We will need to sit down with
the park committee as this is
the same thing over and over,”
said Koos. “It’s downright dan-
gerous to walk or run, some-
one is going to get hurt in those
little canyons that form every
time it rains.”

In November, the village spent
$3,500 to have the original con-
tractor repair the trail. According
to Koos, all areas have returned
to the eroded condition except
one.

Mayor’s Report
Mayor Erickson said he had

received a complaint about
speeding in the village. He
responded that the council only
has control of speed limits on vil-
lage-owned roads.

Specifically, the letter identified
the number of new homes as
dramatically increasing the
amount of traffic and that this
growth includes many families
with younger drivers and children
on bicycles.

The letter requested the coun-
cil lower the speed limit from
35 mph to 25 mph, and was
signed by eight residents.

Erickson responded that he
had called the Department of
Transportation who recom-
mended an ad hoc committee be
created to address the problem.

Councilwoman Coker made
the motion and it was approved
to appoint the signatory names
as the ad hoc committee. 

Erickson also reported that
results of a traffic study of Rich-
mond and Hoffman Roads, con-
ducted by the state, should be
received before the March meet-
ing.

“The state controls speed lim-
its on these roads, a study has
been conducted to see if the
speed limit should be lowered,”
said Erickson. 

A resident inquired if speed
bumps or a stop sign could be
installed along Richmond Road.
Erickson responded that the vil-
lage had no jurisdiction over
state roads.

Councilwoman Coker also
responded that Foxfire Police

had been working to reduce
speed by issuing citations.

Councilman Koos complained
that county school buses fre-
quently speed in the village. “It’s
unbelievable. They just zing by
my house!” 

Appointments
The council unanimously

approved three new appoint-
ments to the Park Committee;
Tommy McCaskill, Charles Coker,

Candy Howard.
Lisa Kivett and Angie McKew

submitted resignation letters
from the Appearance Committee
and Nick Xanders and Al McNa-
mara, were reappointed for four-
year terms.

Any Foxfire residents inter-
ested in serving on the Appear-
ance Committee are urged to
contact Jean Brown or the village
office
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Foxfire
(Continued from page 3)

Grande Pines Water Assessment Public Hearing

A Public Hearing and Special Meeting regarding the Grande
Pines Water Assessment will be held at the Foxfire Village
Town Hall on Wednesday, February 27 at 7:30 pm. 

The preliminary assessment roll estimates a total project
cost of $152,551, to be assessed in full to the affected Grande
Pines property and lot owners. 

Complete plans and the preliminary assessment roll are
available for public inspection at the village offices during reg-
ular business hours.

trial plants around Robbins were
brought back on line, would this
jeopardize the county’s access
to their water. 

“That’s a good point,” said
Brobst. “We need to make sure
if we put that kind of capital in that
we are guaranteed that capac-
ity.”

A resident asked why new
wells were not being drilled clos-
er to the user [Seven Lakes].
Brobst said test wells had shown
low yields.

“There’s just no water. We
can’t spend for the cost of a
well with a low capacity.”

Northsider Michael Florence

questioned Brobst what would
happen if Harnett County was
unable to provide the purchased
two million gallons per day. Brob-
st said the contract requires
Moore County to adhere to any
water restrictions imposed on
Harnett County.

“If the Cape Fear River runs
dry we’re in a whole heap of
trouble,” said Brobst. “However,
they [Harnett] are bound by con-
tract to supply us with this water.”

Water
(Continued from page 43)

Susan T. Adams

673-7000 • 690-2975
102 Lakeway Dr.,  Seven Lakes, NC 27376

Toll Free: 1-800-200-4653

RE/MAXPrime Properties

265 LINVILLE GARDENS. Condo in Pinehurst with 2 bed-
rooms, 2 baths, new heat pump, new wood floors, clean, bright,
and ready for occupancy!  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$129,900

MANUFACTURED HOME IN
CAMERON AREA. Corner lot,
permanent foundation. Sheet
rock walls, concrete porch
and patio.  Close to Carth-
age, Cameron, Sanford, Ft.
Bragg & So. Pines. . $94,500

For Your Real Estate Needs, Let Me Retrieve Your Golden Opportunity!

150 MERLE RD. PINEBLUFF
2 acres south of Pinebluff,
convenient & private. 3 BR
(split plan), kitchen-family
rm with wood burning fpl,
large LR, privacy & conven-
ience. . . . . . Only $156,500

–––––– FEATURED PROPERTY ––––––

RED
UCE

D!

Great Long and Short-Term Rentals Available
Call for details!

129 HARRELL RD. Water-
front Lake Auman, 1-owner
home built by one of the
areas finest builders.  Awe-
some view, with dock and
pier in place. Landscaped, ir-
rigation. . . . . . . . .  $575,000

102 Parker Court
On a quiet cul de sac, a buildable lot in
Seven Lakes West, close to front gate

Priced to sell for only  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $55,000

UNDE
R CONT

RAC
T!

Advertise in
The Times
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LOST AND 
FOUND

RO S A RY  F O U N D  – Yo u
describe it and day lost. Call
673-1498.

FOR SALE
HORSES

(1) TN WALKING HORSE –
black, 15 years old. (2) Buck-
skin driving horses, good w/chil-
dren, 12 years old. Old Doctors
Buggy, white and red Surrey,
saddles,harnesses and all tack
also available. Call 910-439-
6462.

FOR SALE
MISCELLANEOUS

QUEEN SOFA BED – for sale
$375.00, call  673-1013.

H E A R I N G  A I D  G N
RESOUNDAIR – small, digital,
back of ear, high frequency. Like
new. Paid $1800. Sell $900 or
OBO 673-1243. 1tc2/22

DELL 15” COMPUTER MONI-
TOR – flat screen. 1 year old. $75.
Call 673-7596. 1tp 2/22

SHOP AVON AT HOME OR IN
YOUR OFFICE – with guaran-
teed satisfaction. Contact: Mar-
ijola "Mary" Farley Avon Inde-
pendent Sales Representative
Seven Lakes (910) 673-2310
bierstadt1@aol.com 4tp$ 2/22

WHITE ANGEL LINE CON-
VERTIBLE CRIB – w/mattress.
Converts to toddler bed and
headboard $135.  Matching
changing table for $35. Bassett
Cherry Crib w/mattress $200.
Call 673-2245. 2/22

FIREWOOD – 1/2 cord of all
oak split, delivered and stacked
(4’x8’x2’) $50. Call Josh Baldwin
(Local Iraq Vet) 910-428-1950.

USED GOLF CLUBS – Ping,
Callaway & Titlist drivers and
metal woods, Hogan irons, and
several brands of wedges and
putters. All excellent cond. and
priced to sell. Call 910-673-1330.

2tp 2/08

QUEEN SIZE SOFA BED –
Blue plaid, exc. condition. 5ft.
$325. (2) glass top end tables,
$75 for both. Call 673-5097.

2tc 2/8

FOR SALE
MISCELLANEOUS

RAINBOW – REXAIR – water fil-
tered vacuums. Sales, service,
supplies. Shown by appointment
in your home or our store.Cox Di -
 st. 948-2926 or 246-2926.

BOATS FOR
SALE

1997 BAYLINER DECK BOAT
— 21 ft. Rendevous 2159 (GH),
180 HP, V-6 Mercruiser engine
I/O. Low hours, runs great. (No
trailer) $8000. 910-673-1444 or
910-603-3566. 1tp$ 2/22

TURN YOUR USED BOAT INTO
CASH — People are looking to
purchase good condition used   -
 boats. Let us connect you to
the prospective buyers. Call Jeff
at 910-673-1440 or Lynn at 910-
690-8695.

DONATE YOUR BOAT TO THE
NONPROFIT MATTAMUSKEET
FOUNDATION – Tax deduction
for fair market value. No mid-
dleman. Call Lewis Forrest at
252-746-4221.

BOATS FOR SALE – Need a
boat? Choplin’s Got It! Ski–
Wakeboard–Deck–Pontoon–
Bass and Saltwater Boats. Full
service to Seven Lakes area
only a few minutes away. Choplin
Marine in Sanford. Call 919-776-
1004 or www.choplinboats.com

PONTOON, BASS, SKI, DECK
& SALTWATER BOATS — Over
250 boats in stock. 33 years in
the Marine business. Only 25
minutes from Seven Lakes.
Chatlee Boat & Marine, San-
ford. Call 919-775-7259.

NEW & USED PONTOONS
AND SKI BOATS — Call Seven 
Lakes Marine. 673-1440. tfnc

FOR SALE
REAL ESTATE

HOUSES FOR SALE – SL
North, 4BD/3BA, 2700 sf, near
Sequoia Point. $235,000. Call
910-246-8045 or 910-639-9123.
Brokers Welcome.

FOR SALE
REAL ESTATE

GENTLEMAN'S HORSE FARM
– located in Carthage, NC.8.5
acres, beautiful contemporary
home w/open floor plan, 3BR,
3.5BA, fenced pasture, barn,
p o n d ,  a n d  G u e s t  Co t -
tage.$499,000.Call Lisa @
Stephanie Hill Real Estate Serv-
ices 910-215-8400.

CEDAR LOG HOMES – 6x8
Tongue & Grove Cedar Logs;
Best Insulation. Many Plans or
Custom Designs. Whelan Real-
ty, LLC 1008 Seven Lakes Drive,
www.WhelanRealty.com Call
910-673-1818.

FOR RENT
STORAGE BUILDINGS

COMMERCIAL RENTAL –
Office space 720 sq. ft., along
with 3480 sq. ft of warehouse
space in Seven Lakes. Avail-
able now. Call for details. 910-
673-6383 or 910-315-6383.

HILLCREST MINI WARE-
HOUSE, LLC — Affordable stor-
age in Seven Lakes. Units are
located at 351 Grant Street,
across from K.R. Mace Electric.
Unit sizes – 10x10, 10x20.Units
have lighting. Call 910-673-7320
for rental information. Urgent
calls may be directed to 910-
690-6491.

8000 SQ. FT WAREHOUSE
FOR DISTRIBUTOR – or man-
ufacturing. Located on Hwy 211,
West End. Call Owner/Broker
@ 910-315-6300.

FOR RENT
REAL ESTATE

OFFICE/RETAIL SPACE FOR
RENT – Woodlawn Square
behind West End Post Office.
$600/mo. Call 910-673-0004.

HOUSES FOR RENT – One in
SL North & one just outside
Seven  Lakes  $900 /mo  &
$1000/mo plus deposits. Call
910-246-8045 or 910-639-9123.

OFFICE SPACE  AVAILABLE - 
720 square feet, first floor, water
included. Lease and Security
deposit required. Call 673-4800. 

FOR RENT
REAL ESTATE

OFFICE SPACE – second floor
rentals start at $125.00 per
month and up, water and elec-
tric included. Lease and securi-
ty required. Call 673-4800.

TWO -  SECOND FLOOR
OFFICES AVAILABLE. Water
and electric included. Lease and
security required. Call 673-4800.

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT –
at the Executive Center. 2 rooms
and reception area. Will change
to suit. Contact Fred at 673-
1553.

CONDO FOR SALE OR RENT:
NORTH MYRTLE BEACH, 
OCEANFRONT - 1BD/1.5 BA, liv-
ing room, dining, kitchen, balcony
overlooking ocean and whole
grandstrand. $65.00 per night
off season/ $189,000 purchase.
good rental history.  Largest one-
bedroom for sale in North Myr-
tle. Last unit sold for $309,000.
Call 673-1653 or 295-7732.

NEW OFFICE SPACE – Seven
Lakes Drive.  800 and 750 SF.
Lease and Security deposit
required. Call for Info 673-4800.

FOR RENT
REAL ESTATE

CUSTOM BUILT LAKEVIEW
HOME FOR RENT – View the
Sunrise! 3BR/2.5BA, GR,DR,
Great Kitchen! Open Floor Plan,
Lg. Master Suite, Walk-in closet,
whirlpool & shower, Patio, yard
maint. Inc. Non-smokers, pets
neg. Lease with option to buy.
Owner financing available. one
years lease, deposit and refer-
ences required. $1500 per month.
910-673-3603.
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{(555)555-1212}
{Name}
{Designation}
{Relationship to Company}

Auto, home, life and
health insurance...
(910)947-2295
Betty Puckett
Agent

N
C

3
M

L
0

2
B

C
h sfbli.com • ncfbins.com Helping You

is what we do best.An independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.
North Carolina Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Co. • Farm Bureau Insurance of North Carolina, Inc.
Southern Farm Bureau Life Insurance Co., Jackson, MS

Betty Puckett
Agent

West End Resident

910-947-2295
910-695-6578 (cell)

CLOSE AND CONVENIENT!

Seven Lakes
U-Store It

Storage Units
All Sizes

Call 910-673-2828

Located Behind Exxon 
on South Trade

Local Delivery Available

25 Bale minimum

Doug Williams

910-673-2810

West End

Producers Of Quality Pine Straw
In Moore County. NC



FOR SALE
LOTS

SEVEN LAKES WEST – Lake
Auman lake view, lot #4251. .54
ac., current perk, septic permit,
Survey/topo close to back gate.
$86,900. Owner 727-595-8070.

LAKE AUMAN WATER FRONT
LOT 3455– on Baker Circle. 
Offering great views and oppor-
tunity to build your dream
home!Asking $489,000.Call Lisa
@ Stephanie Hill Real Estate
Services – 910-215-8400.

GREAT BUILDING LOTS IN
SEVEN LAKES WEST – #5707,
current perk, near Community
Center, $47,500;  #5201, near
Club House on Cul-de-sac,
$54,900; #5496, near Commu-
nity Center, private, $55,000;
#5237, near Club House, w/Lake
peek, $59,900. Call Judy at The
Property Center, 690-3331.

SEVEN LAKES WEST – Dou-
ble lot 0.96 acre. 215/217 Lon-
gleaf Dr. Walking distance to
BR Clubhouse. Nice pines. New
perc. $79,000. 910-673-2344.

SEVEN LAKES WEST – Com-
bination water front, water view
lots for sale 3156 & 4107.
$285,000. Great view from both
lots. Call Fred at The Property
Center 910-673-1724 or 1-800-
334-7869. tfn 9/29

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

SHOT GUNS & RIFLES –
cleaned and refinished. 910-
673-7623.

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
— serving Seven Lakes, Foxfire,
and Pinehurst w/lawn mainte-
nance & more for residential
and commercial customers. Year
round service. Mowing, weed
eating, picking up debris, blow-
ing. Shrub pruning, limb & tree
removal and hauling away. Seed-
ing/sod lawns. Leaf & straw
removal. Haul and spread pine
straw, bark, soil, gravel and
mulch.Aerate, de–thatch, and
edge lawns. Weeding of flower
beds, planting shrubs.Re–surface
gravel driveways. Blow roofs and
clean gutters. Pressure wash-
ing homes, decks, concrete
walks, driveways, & boats. Install
driveway curbing and sprinkler
systems. Garden tilling. Other
odd jobs around the house? You
need it done! We will do it! Call
John 673-7320 or mobile tele-
phone 910-690-6491.

J&L HOME SERVICES — “A
Handy Man and More.” Interi-
or/Exterior Home Maintenance
& Repairs. Call today for Free esti-
mates.Your Seven Lakes Neigh-
bor. Call 673-3927.

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

CREATIVE CUSTOMWORK –
“The Decorator’s Workshop”
Custom made Window Treat-
ments, Bedding, Cushions, and
Slipcovers. All made right here
with the attention to detail
demanded by the best design-
ers! Pam Wasilewski, 336
McDougall Drive, Seven Lakes.
Call 673-2500.

JOHN KELLY MAINTENANCE
& REPAIR LLC– 25 yrs of expe-
rience, no job too small. Seven
Lakes resident. Call 673-1605.

SEVEN LAKES HOME & PATIO
– Home and yard upkeep serv-
ices. Mowing, hedge trimming,
mulch & pinestraw. Regular main-
tenance or project work. Dock
and deck maintenance, trim
painting and small repair jobs.
Roof and gutter cleaning. Will
pick up clean straw. Call Rich at
638-8081 or Lindsay 638-2387.
Lic. & insured.

PAWS & CLAWS PET SITTING
– Accredited, Bonded, Insured
Call 603-8285 for a FREE Con-
sult. Visit www.freewebs.com/
paws _clawspetsitting for great
info. tfn 7/6

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

RENOVATION & REPAIRS –
Residential remodels. Kitchens,
bathrooms, dens, custom cabi-
netry, countertops, built-ins and
bars. Custom furniture and pic-
ture framing. 7 Lakes resident.
All-terior Improvements, Chuck
Kieling, 27 years craftsman expe-
rience, Call Chuck to finish the
unfinished. 910-639-2918.  tfn

HORTON’S LAWN SERVICE
– Fall & Winter Services – Pine
straw and pine mulch, leaf
removal, vacuum lawn for leaves,
pruning, trimming, shrub removal,
shrub additions, brush removal,
resurface gravel driveways, small
tree work, and removal. Roof &
gutters cleaned. Bobcat and
tractor work. Year round yard
work available. Call Rick @910-
673-3405 or 910-639-5206.

MARY PUPPINS PET SITTING
– NEW NUMBER 910-673-0047.
250 Grant St., Suite D. Visit
www.marypuppinspetsitting.com
for more info. Specializing in
“last minute travel plans.”

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

TREE SERVICE — ALLEN &
SON TREE SERVICE. Topping,
trimming, complete removal,
clean-up, insured, 24 hour serv-
ice. Free estimates, senior citi-
zen discounts. Call James M. 
Allen at 910-974-7629 (Home) or
910-572-6818 (Cell). tfn 12/7

COMPUTER AND NETWORK
SPECIALIST –Computer and
network repair, installation, and
instruction.Reliable virus and
spyware removal.Get help from
a Microsoft, Linux, and Cisco
certified professional with afford-
able and competitive rates. Call
Chris at (910) 295-0614.

SEVEN LAKES DENTAL STU-
DIO – Repairs of dentures, acrylic
partials, and relines. Same day
service available. All work will be
done only through your local
dentist. Tom Wasilewski, 336
McDougall Drive, Seven Lakes.
673-1613
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JACK MARONEY, LLCJACK MARONEY, LLC
Home Maintenance & Repair

910-673-4479

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL!

YOUR #1 SEVEN LAKES REPAIR BUSINESS

Residential & Commericial/Licensed & Insured

ROOF LEAK SPECIALIST

GUTTER CLEANING

PRESSURE WASHING

REMODELING & ADDITIONS

CUSTOM DECKS & DOCKS

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS

SHEETROCK REPAIR

SKYLIGHTS INSTALLED & REPAIRED

AAAA SELF STORAGESELF STORAGE
Hwy 211 - West End

Between Pinehurst & Seven Lakes

New Building Just Opened!
Call Marie for Special Rates....

910-315-6350

• 5 x 10

• 10 x 15

• 15 x 25

• Convenient Location

• Lighted & Secure

• Short & Long Term

• RV & Boat Storage

SIZESSIZES

136 Mode Road
West End, NC 27376

910.673-2251
Cell 910.639.4084
Fax 910.673.3063

Dwight & Lisa Young
Owners

Advertise in The Times
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VICTORIA SPANNAUS
WACHOVIA MORTGAGE

910-692-6225

Private Mortgage Insurance
(PMI) insures the lender against
the possibility you might default
on the mortgage. It does not
protect your heirs by paying off
the mortgage in case of your
death (that is called mortgage
life insurance).

Lenders require you to buy
PMI when your first mortgage is
for more than 80% of your
home’s appraised value. 

PMI comes in several flavors,
with monthly, annual and fi-
nanced premiums. Both the an-
nual and financed varieties can
be bought using a refundable or

a non-refundable premium.  
Refundable premiums cost

more than non-refundable, but
give you a prorated refund of
your premium should you pay
off the mortgage completely,
even via refinancing or selling
your home, within a specified
number of years. 

With monthly premiums,
there is no up front cost, and
you pay as you go.  With an an-
nual premium, you pay the first
year’s premium up front and
1/12th of the annual premium
every month thereafter (similar
to the way you escrow for home-

owner’s insurance). 
Financed PMI is paid as a sin-

gle premium up front, but the
premium is added to your loan
so that you have no out-of-
pocket costs.  

Discuss all the options with
your lender to decide which
type of PMI is best for your cir-
cumstance.

For a free consultation to dis-
cuss which type of mortgage
loan will work best for you, call
Victoria Spannaus at Wa-
chovia Mortgage Corp.
at (800) 741-7813 or 910-692-
6225.

–––––––––––– MORTGAGE MINUTE ––––––––––––

WHAT IS PRIVATE MORTGAGE INSURANCE?
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Break ing  Records  for  Over  40  Years  
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Over $1,000 off Closing Costs – For Qualified Buyers 

For a complete listing of available properties in Moore County log-on to: 
 

 

LINDA

CRISWELL

910.783.7374

YOUR
7 LAKES

NEIGHBOR!

ASK ABOUT OUR “BUYER ADVANTAGE PROGRAM”

5 CUMMINGS CT, FOXFIRE • $239,000
Excellent Value!  This 3Bd/2Ba home with

bonus rm has curb appeal & a stylish interior.
Hardwoods, tile, crown molding, chair railing, 9
foot ceilings, fireplace, under counter lighting &

much more.  Large, level lot with irrigation!

104 JUNIPER CT, SL NORTH $189,000
Three Bedroom, 2.5 Bath home with

extra lot for added privacy. Cul de sac lo-
cation within walking distance to pool,

tennis, and school bus stop.

120 SMATHERS DRIVE •  $375,000
New Construction, Move in Ready. Four
bedroom, 2.5 bath, AND bonus room.

Open floor plan and high ceilings
throughout. Hardwoods, tile, & granite. 

Level lot & screened porch.

PEND
ING!

TBD Andrews Drive
Seven Lakes West

Double Water View Lot!  Priced to sell and
perfect for building your dream home.

$140,000

Lot 4 Foxfire Road
Beautiful 10 acre tract of land with lots of
trees. Sandy Run Creek runs through the

rear portion of the property 
$222,000

TBD Beacon Ridge Drive,
Seven Lakes West

Fabulous Golf Front  $63,000

121 Harwich, Seven Lakes South
Golf Front  $69,900

Great Building Lots
Located in Aberdeen!

Six level building lots on Colonial Ave.
$18,000 each  

OOUUTTSSTTAANNDDIINNGG HHOOMMEESSIITTEESS

186 FIRETREE, 7 LAKES NORTH $241,900
Outstanding Renovations and great

value! Move in Ready. Completely new
kitchen, hardwoods, tile, and carpeting.
New Carolina room & updated baths.

A Must See.

BECKIE

PAHNER

910.585.0363

YOUR
FOXFIRE

NEIGHBOR!

��������	���
4321 Seven Lakes Plaza

910.673.1063

6 GREEN VALLEY LN • FOXFIRE • $338,000
New Golf Front Construction!  4 Bd/3 Ba with
approximately 2600 sq ft & full walk out base-
ment. One of a kind brick & shingle craftsman
cottage with open floor plan, island kitchen &

breakfast bar, granite, wide pine flooring & cus-
tom cabinetry. Lots of space for the dollar.!

13 WILDWOOD LN, FOXFIRE • $354,000
Gorgeous New Construction! Golf Front

3Bd/2.5Ba on the 9th tee. Formal dining
rm, great rm, large master, hardwoods,
granite & rear concrete patio.  Large lot
on quiet cul-de-sac. Excellent floor plan!

143 OVERLOOK • SL NORTH • $154,000
All brick & wonderful water view!  2Bd, 2Ba
home with huge fenced back yard. Heated
garage complete with built in cabinets &

workbenches. Concrete flooring under home
provides unlimited storage potential. Perfect

for the first time home buyer!


